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Jr. High Finals, High 
School Rodeo Coming to 
Sonoita Fairgrounds

Local youth competing in the upcoming Jr. High Finals and High School 
Rodeos at the Sonoita Fairgrounds May 7, 8 and 9 gather in front of the 
bucking chutes in the main arena. From left: (Front Row) Cason 
Scouten, Ember Hubbell, Cienna Beyer, Kaydee Zerbal, Jake Scouten, 
Lexie Miller, Cade Hubbell. (Top row) Serena Hubbell, McKenzie Beyer, 
Damian Padilla, Cole Hubbell, Sterling Miller.
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Twelve local students will be 
competing in two Arizona High School 
Rodeo Assoc. rodeos on May 7- 9 at 
the Sonoita Fairgrounds. 

Middle school students Cienna 
Beyer, Kaydee Zerbal, Lexie Miller, 
Cole Hubbell, Damian Padilla and Jake 
Scouten will be competing in the Junior 
High Finals Rodeo May 7- 8. McKenzie 
Beyer, Cason Scouten, Ember Hubbell, 
Serena Hubbell, Sterling Miller and 
Cade Hubbell will compete in the high 
school rodeo on May 8 - 9.

The students participate in several 
events including tie down roping, team 

roping, breakaway roping, chute dog-
ging (a form of steer wrestling), barrel 
racing, goat tying, and pole bending.

These young rodeo contestants 
compete monthly all over the state 
leading up to the finals. The High 
School Finals are scheduled for June 3 - 
6 in Prescott. 

The top four contestants in each 
event at the Junior High Finals are eligi-
ble to compete in the National Junior 
High Finals, to be held in Des Moines, 
IA. The top four contestants in each 
event at the High School Finals are el-
igible to compete in the National High 
School Finals, to be held in Lincoln, NE.

By Marion Vendituoli

The PRT surveyed area restaurants 
to learn how the pandemic affected 
them and what they did to stay afloat. 
Three Sonoita restaurants, Tia Nita’s 
Cantina, the Steak Out Restaurant and 
the Copper Brothel Brewery, described 
the challenges that they faced over the 
past year. 

Tia Nita’s Cantina
Anita Kay, owner of Tia Nita’s 

Cantina, took time during the pandem-
ic to remodel her restaurant, turning 
her office into a pick-up room for 
takeout orders. Because her menu was 
already geared for takeout, she did not 
have to adapt it or pare it down during 
the pandemic. She did have to shut 
her bar area until that restriction was 
lifted.  

The pandemic created challenges 
for the business. “From the manage-
ment side, it's been difficult with no 
way to plan for anything. From the 
server side it's been people,” she 
reported.

 “I managed…with a skeleton crew. 
Trying to build staff back has been 
a challenge. With things still in flux I 

can't say when I'll be able to fully re-
cover. Just trying to cut the losses and 
move forward.”

She experienced supply chain 
difficulties, as did the other restau-
rants. “Things were rationed at the 
restaurant supply. Chicken wings were, 
and are, scarce. Flour and oil were on 
allotment. The paper towel, gloves 
and bleach shortage was very inconve-
nient.”

She does not feel that there was 
adequate government support for 
restaurant owners. “Unfortunately, the 
leadership on all levels gets a very low 
approval rating from me. Never, not 
once, did any local or state representa-
tive or entity contact me with instruc-
tions or parameters for my operation,” 
she wrote. “Any information I gathered 
was through the news if I happened 
to catch it. There was no mass e-mail 
update for guidelines at any time. We 
are responsible for upholding the man-
dates of social distancing and masks 
with no real consequence for the…
public, all for the business owner.” 

“The local community was very 
supportive of me,” Kay wrote. She is 
“totally optimistic” about the future 
of her cantina. “People want to be 
together. They want to dance and sing 
and play. I'm here for that with good 
food too.”

The Steak Out Restaurant
“The initial six-week shutdown was 

terrifying,” Amie Allen, whose family 
has owned the Steak Out Restaurant 
for 41 years, said. “We hustled so hard 
to turn into a takeout restaurant, to 
keep employees on staff, to keep cus-
tomers safe and healthy.” The Steak 
Out stayed open but switched to 100% 
takeout during the mandatory six-
week shelter in place last spring. Allen 
reported that 10% of their business is 
now takeout. They did not make any 
physical or operational changes to the 
restaurant over the past year. 

The Steak Out did not pare down 
their menu, even though they 

Owner Anita Kay, shows off the 
new takeout area in the front of Tia 
Nita’s Cantina, added as part of 
the remodeling done this year in 
response to the pandemic. 
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Local Restaurants: 
Surviving the Pandemic

See RESTAURANTS, p. 19

By Marion Vendituoli



PRT
MISSION  STATEMENT

To publish a nonprofit 
community newspaper which 
serves the Mountain Empire 

communities of Santa Cruz County, 
including Canelo, Elgin, 

Patagonia, and Sonoita, and which 
is open to all views, highlighting local 
issues and emphasizing the contribu-

tions of local talent.
 

WHO WE ARE
We are a nonprofit organization,
funded by paid advertising, do-

nations and grants. PRT is a free 
monthly publication distributed to 

news stands and local merchants in 
The Mountain Empire.

Managing  Editor:
Marion Vendituoli

Assistant Editor:
Nisa Stover Talavera

Bookkeeper:
Cynie Murray

Administrative Assistant 
Ad Manager:
Jared Krikorian

Contributing Writers:
Bob Brandt              Alison Bunting
Francesca Claverie     Kat Crockett
Lynn Davison                      Jo Dean       
Cassina Farley               Robert Gay                  
Patra Kelly        Sarah Klingenstein
Martin Levowitz        Pat McNamara 
Mary McKay             Harold Meckler    
Vince Pinto              Cami Schlappy

Laura Wenzel
              

Board of Directors:
Jac Heiss..........................President
Kathryn Schrag.......President-Elect
Mollie Wright.....................Secretary         
Jamie Smith......................Treasurer
Bob Brandt                        Tom Beal
Francesca Claverie   Lynn Davison            
Cassina Farley                Donna Lee

Contact us at:
prteditor@gmail.com

PO Box 1073, Patagonia, AZ  85624
(740) 206-9594

To Place an ad:prtads@gmail.com
Print Edition available at 

newstands the first Friday of the 
month.

Online Edition posted the first Thurs-
day of the month

Online edition:
patagoniaregionaltimes.org

Receive Breaking Local News Sent Straight to Your Receive Breaking Local News Sent Straight to Your 
Inbox Inbox 

Sign up for the PRT E-News Service! 
As a e-subscriber you will receive an email at the beginning of each month with top stories 

and a link to the new issue before it is available in the stands. As we step in to carry on Clare 
Bonelli’s popular community newsletter, we continue her tradition of issuing weekly updates 

of local events, news and items of community interest.

We can learn a lot from a 
graveyard. I’ve been doing a lot of 
reading about the need for people 
to find ‘common ground,’ to focus 
on what unites us, not what divides 
us. Well, I can’t imagine a better 
example of ‘common ground’ than 
a cemetery. 

In this issue of the PRT, in honor 
of Memorial Day, you will see a list 
of veterans buried in our local cem-
eteries. It is a place where politics, 
prejudices and petty bickering have 
been put aside. Uncle Jack’s rants 
no longer send your Aunt Loretta 
over the edge and everyone just 
lies there quietly side by side.

But that doesn’t mean that 
there are no stories left to tell 
there, and no one’s stories are 
more important than those our 
veterans have to tell us, reminding 
us of their sacrifices and the price 
they and their families have paid to 
preserve our freedom. 

My Uncle Staff was a doctor 
in World War II, part of the Allied 
Forces that entered Sarajevo after 
the Germans retreated. The day 
after he wrote home to his parents 
describing the horrors he saw in 
Sarajevo and the gratitude of the 
citizens of that city towards their 

liberators, he drove out to adminis-
ter typhus shots to people living in 
the countryside. I don’t know if he 
ever got to deliver the vaccines. A 
land mine planted by the retreating 
Germans blew up his jeep and took 
him from his wife and children, his 
parents, his siblings.

As I tried to fill in some of the 
blanks in the veterans’ list on page 
4 of this issue, I came across Sgt. 
Henry H. Wood, a veteran buried 
in Black Oak Cemetery. Henry, who 
was 22 years old, was a gunner in 
the 411th Bomb Squadron. His mil-
itary record states “Service termi-
nated by death 8.26.43.” His death 
certificate listed his cause of death 
as an airplane crash that  occurred 
at Gowen Field Base in Boise, ID. He 
was survived by his wife,  Maxine. 

Cindy Morriss, who has helped 
to identify veterans for this list, 
sent me the obituary for Pvt. Lona 
L. Young, buried in the Patagonia 
Cemetery. Lona, who was 22 years 
old, had enlisted in the Wom-
ens Army Core (WAC), just seven 
months before her death and was 
driving jeeps at Camp Hood, TX. 
She was killed in an automobile ac-
cident there. Lona had two broth-
ers in the service at the time of her 

death. One brother was serving in 
the South Pacific and the other was 
in the Air Corps. 

Cindy also told me about Pvt. 
Virginia M. Horrocks, who served as 
a WAC. Virginia lost her husband, 
Chief James W. Horrocks, who went 
down with the USS Arizona on Dec. 
7, 1941 during the Japanese attack 
on Pearl Harbor. James was one of 
four sailors from Arizona lost that 
day.

 It strikes me, looking at this 
list of 137 names, that this lightly 
populated area has had a dispro-
portionate number of people who 
have answered the call of duty. This 
Memorial Day, take a moment to 
honor their memory, remember 
your family members that have 
served, and pay homage to them 
by trying to find some common 
ground that we can all build on to 
preserve our freedom. 

Perhaps, as Murphy Musick 
has suggested, we could all come 
together at the Patagonia Ceme-
tery twice a year - Memorial Day 
and Veterans Day - for services and 
praise of our fallen heroes, creating 
a new tradition to honor our veter-
ans and other ancestors. 

By Marion VendituoliCOMMOn grOund

As of 4/26, 51% of the pop-
ulation in Patagonia 45.8% of 
residents of Sonoita and 36.7% 
of residents of Elgin had been 
vaccinated against COVID19. 

In Santa Cruz County, 47.7% 
of residents have been vaccci-
nated. 41,533 doses of vaccine 
have been administered. 17,712 

people are fully vaccinated. Santa 
Cruz County has the highest per-
centage of people vaccinated in 
the state of Arizona.

The pace of vaccination is 
slowing up, according to Director 
of Health Services, Jeff Terell.“We 
figured that was going to hap-
pen,” he said. “Vaccine hesitancy 

has increased a little bit. We are 
concentrating now on the 16 - 17 
year-olds with the Pfizer vac-
cine.” Pfizer is the only vaccine 
approved for those under 18. 

Terrell said that he has not 
seen an uptick in COVID cases 
recently. “We see two, three, 
maybe four cases a day,” he said. 

Pace of Vaccinations Slowing, 
Case Rate Holding Steady in SCC 
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GET THE PATAGONIA REGIONAL TIMES DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME OR MAILBOX
$50/ YEAR (10 ISSUES). 

To sign up for home delivery or for more information, contact prtbookkeeper@gmail.com

Meet the PRTPRT Writers 
 Introducing the writers who regularly contribute articles and columns to the Patagonia Regional Times. Look for more profiles 

in upcoming issues.

Lynn Davison

Kat Crockett

Robert Gay

Sarah Klingenstein

PRT founder Walter Andrew began recruiting me BEFORE 
I moved to Patagonia in January of 2013! He was a deter-
mined and persistent fellow. Soon after I hit town, I began 
writing for the paper and joined the board of directors. In 
2021, the PRT still has me solidly in its grip. 

My spouse, Judy Clegg, and I live in Patagonia the major-
ity of the year and are Arizona residents and voters. We still 
spend summers on Vashon Island near Seattle. 

I had an eclectic career in Seattle working in the public 
and nonprofit sectors in the public health, environmental, 
mental health, and affordable housing fields. I loved my 
work and was proud to surround myself with smart, com-
mitted, and fun people who knew more than I did!  

The beauty and richness of the landscape of the Sky 

Islands is a major draw for me. Hiking, birding, and photog-
raphy are important parts of my life here. Equally important 
is living in such a vibrant and quirky community. 
Patagonians have a remarkable array of histories, skills, 
talents, and perspectives. I contribute to Borderlands 
Restoration Network, the PRT, Patagonia Youth Enrichment 
Center, and periodically to several other local nonprofits. It 
is mostly very, very rewarding. 

A few things you might not know about me: I lived in 
Afghanistan for eight months in 1975; I have jumped out 
of an airplane for fun, twice; three time during my career I 
traded in all my retirement savings to pay for travel adven-
tures; and I grew up in a place where the snow was occa-
sionally over my head, Buffalo, NY.

An avid Patagonia adoptee, I moved “over the hill” five 
years ago after 20 years in Tucson. Besides writing and 
shooting photos for the PRT, I’m a practicing architect, “for 
people, place and planet,” as my business card states.  Af-
ter phases of university teaching and general contracting, in 
recent decades I’ve focused on residential design, and have 
had about a dozen projects in Santa Cruz County. Other 
strands in my fabric are mapmaking, ecology,  genealogy, 
meditation, skywatching, visual artmaking and an abiding 
love of stone. Three family members held patents, so I’ve 
got some engineering nerd in me as well, probably why I 
calculated the depth of the shaft at the Mowry mine, after 
dropping a rock and counting seven seconds for it to hit 
bottom. I once said to my mom that my playmates included 
lines, words, and images.                                           

Two of my children live in Arizona, one in Vermont, and 
I have no grandchildren. To me, “desert rat” is a positive 
term, and with partner Carolyn, I love local explorations 
in the Sky Islands, ever delighted to come across stuff like 
animal tracks, crystals, salamanders, fossils and really big 
trees. In these relentless months of pandemic restrictions 
and years of toxic politics, I feel extra strongly that being 
with nature is powerful balm for the soul. 

After cancer, thinking about what to have engraved on 
my tombstone (if I have one) I felt Nietzsche, though im-
portant, was a little dark when he wrote “What doesn’t kill 
you, makes you stronger.” Instead, I now want it engraved 
with “We live among and because of miracles.”                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                      
                                 

My wanderlust began in Hawaii, the second of five 
children. Dad was a career Naval Officer and mom a nurse 
who graduated from Patagonia High School in 1948 after 
grandpa moved there to work in the mines. When Dad was 
in Vietnam, we lived in Tucson and almost every weekend 
traveled to visit Grandma and Grandpa Schmidt in 
Patagonia, spending summers down at the creek. We grew 
up moving to a new state almost every year with all seven 
of us packed into the old station-wagon with a big slobbery 
dog!  

After two failed attempts in college, I landed a job at 
the Washington Navy Yard. Eight years later I was ready to 
escape the heavy traffic, snowstorms, and the humidity, 
so I trekked out to Long Beach to work at the Shipyard and 
turned in my high heels for steel-toed boots and a hard 
hat. The weather was great, and I lived two blocks from the 
beach, sweet! Then the wanderlust kicked in and my next 

journey took me to Germany and Italy for five years.  
Just outside of Venice I met my exceptional husband of 

26 years, and followed him to Virginia for a year, then off 
on a four-month camping adventure across US National 
Parks, ultimately landing in Tennessee for 13 years. We 
ended up in Whetstone working at the Fort in 2005, and 
then to Elgin in 2013 to plant a vineyard and sell wine 
grapes to the local wineries. We were more than ready to 
settle down to play in the dirt with our tractors, shovels and 
pruning shears and stay busy!

Fond memories:  graduating high school in Virginia 
Beach; raising cattle, adopting wild horses, and learning 
how to garden and can in Tennessee; watching the moon 
rise over the temples and obelisks at Karnak - imagining life 
2,000 years ago; adoring my grandkids, meeting incredible 
people, loving family and friends, and enjoying every sun-
rise and sunset in Arizona. La dolce vita!

A westerner most of my life, my parents dragged me 
from New England to southeastern Idaho in my early teens.  
Moving to the ranching and potato-farming community of 
Driggs, Idaho, on the back side of the Tetons was startling, 
yet ultimately delightful, and fostered a love for the out-
doors and a quiet life. I moved back East only briefly in my 
20s, then, like so many, returned to the West for good.

I spent one part of my working life as an elementary 
reading specialist in Park City, Utah, helping 1st and 2nd 
graders unlock the wondrous mystery of reading. Then for 
almost ten years, I worked in community outreach for a 
clinic for people without health insurance. There I had the 
opportunity to write stories about the clinic and its pa-
tients and volunteer doctors, as I developed and produced 
a monthly newsletter and website content. And, after 38 
years, my husband Chuck and I also had the opportunity to 

get really tired of the eight-months-long winters.
Chuck and I and our two children began visiting Arizona 

when my parents retired to a ranch just outside Fort Bowie 
in the Chiricahuas, then to Vail, in the 1980s. We spent days 
hiking and learning the flora and fauna of the Southwest, 
and fell in love with the desert.   

So, we felt we had come home the day we drove into 
Patagonia five years ago. The PRT was a big part of our 
introduction to town. When I first read that there was an 
opera house, a choir and an acoustic music group, and 
Chuck learned about Borderlands and the hiking group, we 
were sold! Now we are thrilled to be living here; small-town 
life and the people of Patagonia really suit us. And writing 
for the PRT has been a wonderful way to learn about the 
community and to be engaged during the pandemic. 
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NAME   BORN - DIED                BRANCH OF SERVICENAME   BORN - DIED                BRANCH OF SERVICE   
ALLEN, JACK   1936 - 1996                MARINE CORP 
ANAYA,CANDELARIO  1917 - 1994  ARMY 
ASHCROFT, JOHN                       1939 - 2016                      NAVY
BAKER, BOB GEORGE  1921 - 1984  AIR FORCE 
BARBER, HAROLD  1918 - 2001  ARMY 
BEATY, GILBERT   1933 - 2015  ARMY 
BEATY, DOSS   1937 - 1995  ARMY 
BEATY, CLARENCE (CHAPO) 1874 - 1964  AZ RANGER 
BEATY, CLARENCE  1935 - 1993  ARMY 
BENEDICT,  FRED  1909 - 2003  ARMY 
BROECKER,  WALLACE  1891 - 1972  ARMY 
BUNDY, WILLIAM                1925 - 1986  NAVY  
CHAPMAN, CLIFFORD  1924 - 1979  ARMY 
CONLEY, RICHARD  1903 - 1984  NAVY  
CORRALES, DAVID  1930 - 1959  ARMY  
CORRALES, ALBERT  1919 - 1973  ARMY 
CORRALES, ISIDORO    1916 - 1986  MARINE CORP 
CORRALES, ARTURO JR 1922 - 1948   
CRESSWELL, REDE  1892 - 1976  ARMY 
CRUZ, CORNELLO  1937 -1959  AIR FORCE 
DIRCK, DONALD  1947 - 1967  ARMY  
DONOHUE, ROBERT  1918 - 1982  ARMY 
DUNN, JOHN HENRY  1913 - 1984  MARINE CORP  
DURAN, EDWARD  1924 - 2014  NAVY 
ENCINAS, MANUEL  1907 - 1947  ARMY 
FAITEL, JOSEPH  1925 -2000  AIR FORCE  
FIGUEROA, MANUEL  1906 - 1960  ARMY 
FIGUEROA, CAMILO  1921 - 2000  ARMY 
FOSTER, SAM   1936 - 1984  ARMY  
GARDNER, FRANK  1950 - 2015  ARMY
HAVERTY, ROBERT  1907 - 1959  ARMY  
HENDERSON, ALEXANDER 1859 - 1944  ARMY
HILL, JOSEPH   1916 - 1988  ARMY  
HINEY, JOHN   1926 - 2002  NAVY  
HORROCKS, VIRGINIA  1905 - 1971  ARMY AIR FORCE 
HOWELL, LEWIS  1975 -     
HOWELL, CLAY  1924 - 2001   
HUDSON, JT   1920 - 1987   
HUNT, BAXTER  1887 - 1967  ARMY 
JOHNSON, NICHOLAS  1919 - 1994  MARINE CORP 
JURAHUI, ARTURO  1916 - 1945  ARMY 
KANE, GROVER  1922 - 1996  MARINE 
KANE, JAMES   1893 - 1931  ARIZONA 81 ENGRS 
KANE, JOE PAUL  1949 - 1984  ARMY 
KEARNEY, THOMAS  1913  - 1980  ARMY  
KELLOGG, FRANK  1908 - 1970  ARMY 
KESSLER, FRED  1894 - 1962  ARMY  
KIN, ALBERT   1933 - 2014  ARMY 

NAME                  BORN - DIED                BRANCH OF SERVICENAME                  BORN - DIED                BRANCH OF SERVICE  
KOCH, HAROLD   1921 - 2009  NAVY 
KUHN, JACOB   1923 - 2005  ARMY 
LAW, JAMES   1931 - 2006  ARMY  
LOPEZ, EUGENE   1919 - 1996  ARMY AIR CORP 
LOPEZ, JESUS   1915 - 2015  ARMY 
MAJALCA, ALVINO  1924 - 1972  NAVY 
McDONALD, DALE  1921 - 1971  AIR FORCE 
McKCRACKEN, JAMES  1917 - 2001  ARMY  
McKIDDY, CLAYTON  1919 - 1974  ARMY  
MEDOZA, JESUS   1911 - 1975  ARMY 
MOCK, DELMAR  1915 - 2010  ARMY 
MORALES, GEORGE  1948 - 1984  ARMY 
MUSICK , LARRY   1912 - 1976  ARMY  
NORD, THOMAS  1947 - 2018                      ARMY
OCHOA, DAVID   1925 - 1988  ARMY  
PETOLICCHIO, GENNARDO JR 1929 - 2016  ARMY 
PRICE, L.F.   1920 - 2008  COAST GUARD 
QUIROGA, JOAQUIN  JR  1929 - 1962  ARMY 
QUIROGA, JOAQUIN  1884 - 1947  ARMY 
REINOLD, LEWIS  1918 - 1989  
RIGGS, HARVEY   1898 - 1976  ARMY AIR CORP  
RIVERA, JOSE III   1942 - 1970  NAVY  
RIVERA,  JOSE JR   1916 - 1989  ARMY
RIVERA, MIKE, JR.                           1945 - 1965                     NATIONAL GUARD
RIVERA, THOMAS S.                      1925 - 2021                       ARMY
RODRIGUEZ, RICARDO  1929 - 2009  ARMY 
RODRIGUEZ, TONY  1925 - 2013  NAVY 
ROSS, ALYNE   1927 - 2002  ARMY  
SIMON, GREG   1946 - 1990    
SINOHUI, ALEJANDRO  1910 - 1972  ARMY 
SOEDER, EDWARD  1918 - 1984  ARMY 
SOTO, EDWARD   1946 - 1988  ARMY 
VALDEZ, RODOLFO  1916 - 1972  ARMY  
VALDEZ,  EDWARD  1934 - 2016  NAVY  
VALENZUELA, CARLOS  1886 - 1967  ARMY  
VALENZUELA, ARTURO G. 1890 - 1951  ARMY  
VALENZUELA, RODOLFO  1993 - 1993  AIR FORCE  
VAUGHN, ALBERT  1916 - 1988  ARMY  
VILLEGAS, ANGEL  1931 - 1951  ARMY 
WALSH,  JAMES   1929 - 1959  ARMY 
WALSH,  DUANE   1894 - 1958  ARMY 
WHELAN, HARVEY  1927 - 2014  ARMY 
WHETZEL, HOWARD  1919 - 2001  AIR FORCE 
WILLIS, DONALD  1916 - 1986  NAVY  
WISDOM, HERBERT  1923 - 19--  MARINE CORP 
WITTMYER, MERLE  1917 - 1976  ARMY  
YOUNG, GEORGE  1900 - 1958  ARMY 
YOUNG , LONA L.   1923 - 1944  ARMY
ZUNIGA, ROBERT  1943 - 2013  AIR FORCE  

ARIA, ARTHUR F.  1925 - 1984  ARMY
ARTHUR, GEORGE E.  1911 - 1979  NAVY
BECKER, ROYAL H.               1893 - 1965 
BENHAM, ARTHUR E.  1925 - 1979  NAVY
BENHAM, ROBERT GEORGE 1927 - 1990  ARMY
COLLIE, STONE  1892 - 1982  ARMY
CROSS, CAROLYN SUE  1953 - 1977  ARMY
DELINGER, ALBERT S.  1916 - 1991  ARMY
DOUGLAS, RALPH A.  1916 - 1966  ARMY
DuPONT, PABLO RAMON 1962 – 1987  AIR FORCE
EDDY, EARL C. JR.  1927 - 1977  ARMY
ENZENSBERG, ORION J. 1879 - 1984  ARMY
FELDMANN, RUSSELL S. 1938 - 1963  NAVY
FELDMANN, WILLIAM GRANT 1932 - 1974  "Vet of Foreign War"
FRAZIER, SAMUEL J.  1919 - 1991  NAVY
GRAVES, LEROY, SMITH 1891 - 1977  ARMY
HARPER, BERNARD LEE 1929 - 2003  ARMY
HEINRITZ, EDGAR WAYNE 1925 - 1982  NAVY

    HOUSTON, NATHANIEL L. 1896 - 1948 "LT. COL. 766th M.P. BN WW I"

KURC, DANIE A.   1936 - 1998  NAVY
KURC, MITCHELL R.  1934 - 1982  NAVY
LIEURANCE, WILLIAM F.  1914 - 1960  AIRFORCE
LOWE, JAMESWILEY  1916 - 1992  ARMY
McDANIEL, ROBERT ELMER 1891 - 1968  ARMY
McGREGOR, ROB R.  1872 - 1942  ARMY
McKAY, ROY W.   1920 - 1992  ARMY
MORRISON, CHARLESE.  1909 - 1963  NAVY RESERVE
MOSS, AUSTIN   1923 - 2015  NAVY 
MOSS, RICHARD S.  1949 - 2013  ARMY 
PIPER, WILLIAM THOMAS 1927 - 2017  ARMY 
PYEATT, JOSEPH B.   1916 - 1985  ARMY
ROEST, GUY   1908 - 2010  NAVY
SCHOCK, RAYMOND D  1908 - 1996               ARMY AIR CORP
SCHOCK, LESLIE FRANKLIN 1919 - 1979  ARMY AIR CORP
SCHOCK, RAYMOND L.  1952 - 2006  ARMY 
WOOD, WARREN H.  1921 - 1943  AIR FORCE
YOUNG, SIG R.   1913 - 1982  AIR FORCE 

The PRT Has compiled this list of names of veterans who are buried in local cemeteries in Duquesne, Elgin, Lochiel and Patagonia to recognize these men 
and women for their service and sacrifice for our freedom. Please pause for a moment to remember them this Memorial Day.

If any readers know of friends and family that should be added to this list, please let us know at prteditor@gmail.com. Many thanks to 
Gay Moss, Murphy Musick and Cynthia Matus Morriss for their help with this project.      

Veterans Buried at the Patagonia Cemetery

Veterans Buried at Black Oak Cemetery

Veterans Buried at the Duquesne Cemetery
IGNACIO "NACHO" ARIAS,  1949 - 2016  ARMY
LUIS GRANILLO,   1945 - 2017  ARMY

Veterans Buried at the Lochiel Cemetery
RAMON DE LA OSSA               1946 - 2020                NAVY

Honoring Those Who ServedHonoring Those Who Served
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Donnie Lewis Martin 
earned her wings on April 
1, 2021 at home with her 
family. Donnie was born the 
daughter of Blain and Laura 
(Dunham) Lewis on May 6, 
1940. 

Our cherished wife, 
mother, grandmother, 
sister, aunt, cousin and 
friend is survived by be-
loved husband of 63 years, 
Dave Martin; sons Tom and 
Weston; daughter Davette 
(Louis Yslava); sister 
Wanda DeLaOssa (Oscar) 
and sister-in-law Jean Lewis; 
grandchildren David, Dustin, 
Brooke, Oceana, and 
Gianna; eight great-grand-
children; and family mem-
bers Robert Martin and 
Krista Steffan. She was 
preceded in death by par-
ents Blain and Laura Lewis; brothers 
Jesse and Iree.

She lived her entire life in the 
Patagonia area. She was honored to 
be crowned the very first Miss Santa 
Cruz County (1958). She deeply 

loved her family and friends. And 
she thoroughly enjoyed her life.

She will always be remembered 
for her unconditional love, kindness 
and compassion. She will be greatly 
missed and will live on in our hearts 
forever.

dOnnie Lewis 
Martin

May 6, 1940 - apriL 1, 2021

Jeannette Swyers was born 
and grew up on a ranch on 
Salero Rd. near Patagonia.  
Her father, Sy Swyers, was a 
rancher and her mother, 
Gladys, was an elementary 
school teacher who taught in 
the Alto School at the silver 
mine on Salero Rd., the 
Washington Camp School, and 
the San Rafael Valley School, 
before she taught in 
Patagonia. Jeannette was four 
years older than her brother, 
Harold, who lives in Patagonia 
with his wife Nancy. Jeannette, 
"Granny," as she liked to be 
called, often shared her mem-
ories of riding horses through 
the hills on their ranch with 
her father. 

   Granny was known for her gen-
erosity and helping people in need. 
She always let them know how to 
sign up for the County Food Bank. She 
was prepared during the Christmas 
holidays with an entire refrigerator of 
candy for children. 

She had strong opinions and did 
not hold back expressing them. To her, 
Blue Haven Rd., along Sonoita Creek 
to Patagonia, was for ranchers and she 
resented the road becoming a walking 
place for visitors of the Nature 
Conservancy and birdwatchers. But 
she had a sense of humor. She con-
vinced two linemen to place an artifi-
cial bird high in the branches of a tree. 
She had a good laugh while driving 
by a group of birders with binoculars 
and cameras with telephoto lenses, all 
trying to identify a red fake bird. 

  Granny was very patriotic, always 
participating in Veterans Day cele-
brations. She was a member of the 
Women’s Auxiliary of the VFW in Sierra 
Vista, as both her father and brother 
were submarine sailors. The Fourth 
of July was her favorite holiday. She 
rode a horse in the parade, and in later 
years sat in a horse-drawn buggy. One 
year, Lars Marshall, who organized the 
parade for many years, was advised 
by Granny of the proper placement of 
some of the parade participants. She 
made it clear to him that he needed 
to consult her before planning any 
parades in the future. And he did! The 
next year, a week before the parade, 
he was seen hurrying to the entrance 
of the Wagon Wheel. When stopped 
by friends outside, he nervously 
exclaimed, “I can’t talk now! I have to 
meet Granny!"

She talked often about her "kids." 
She had no children, but for a time 
taught catechism to children at the 
Catholic Church. When they were 

older and she encountered them in 
town, they were mutually delighted 
to see each other. A few people who 
knew her well were amused that she 
had taught catechism, as she was well 
known for her colorful language. She 
knew swear words in both English 
and Spanish and could use many in 
one sentence! She sat almost every 
afternoon at the Wagon Wheel. On a 
cold day, when a few people entered, 
a voice was heard, exclaiming, "Shut 
the x!#% door! Were you born in a 
x!#% barn? Looking around to see who 
was yelling, they saw a small woman 
wearing a large cowboy hat sitting in 
her favorite spot. 

Jon Larsen recalled how he met 
Granny at the Big Steer bar in 1996. 
“One day Granny told me to move my 
travel trailer to her place, which I even-
tually did. As time passed, I became 
her caregiver, driving her to town.”

“Granny’s housekeeping was 
‘beyond casual.’ I maintained paths 
through her collection of newspapers, 
clothing and assorted things, which 
became the home of mice and often 
rattlesnakes. One night Granny said 
she killed a rattlesnake with a baseball 
bat in her bedroom and said another 
one was under her bed. I knew that 
I could not remove it safely with my 
pole and bucket. So, with a flashlight in 
one hand and a shotgun in the other, 
I looked under the bed and saw three 
pairs of eyes looking at me - a rat, a 
rattlesnake and a mouse. I shot the 
pair of eyes in the middle and pulled 
out a five-foot long rattler.”

Eccentric people can have a role to 
play in a small town, where everyday 
contact with people often seems to be 
predictable. Granny could stir things 
up. Like a child, she expressed her 
emotions, but she could be entertain-
ing. There are people here who will 
always remember her.    

reMeMbering Jeannette 
(granny) swyers

august 30, 1928 - MarCh 24, 2021 
By Patra Kelly

Photo by Cynthia Matus Morriss



Neighbors Engage
Our Hermosa Advisory Panel with 14 diverse and 
independently selected community members from across the 
county has launched. Stay tuned for more information!

Hermosa President Pat Risner has had great turnout for his 
“First Fridays” open office hours at our Patagonia office. Drop by 
any time between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. to talk about Hermosa.  
First Friday of any month, masked and socially distanced!

We’ve released the second issue of Hermosa News 
following great response to the first. To receive electronic 
versions of this quarterly newsletter, just email us at 
hermosacommunity@south32.net!

The Sonoita Elgin Fire District Board 
(SEFD) held a public meeting on April 
19, focusing on the 2021-2022 budget. 
A draft budget was approved on April 
26, which has been posted on their 
website for public review and com-
ment for 30 days.  

The Board will then consider public 
input, tweak the draft if necessary, and 
convene a board meeting to adopt the 
final budget. During each of the last 
three board meetings, Board members 
have stated they will not raise the 
tax rate. Even with the same tax rate, 
SEFD will most likely accrue additional 
revenue because property assess-
ments and valuations have increased 
for many residents in the fire district.

According to the draft budget, 
the total projected income and ex-
penditures for the next fiscal year is 
$1,497,590. This amount exceeds last 
year’s budget by $4,330, or less than 
0.3%. Approximately $954,000 will be 
generated from SCC district taxpayers, 
$128,643 from Pima County district 
taxpayers, $270,000 from ambulance 
revenue and the rest from other 
sources.

The Board members and SEFD staff 
worked together to bring more clarity 

to the budget line-item descriptors 
and reached agreement to add a new 
line for “future” or long-term capital 
improvements to include ambulances, 
fire trucks, compressors, and more. 

There will also be a short-term 
capital outlay for the current year 
purchases. The Board concurred with 
the proposal presented by acting Chief 
Buonaccorsi to raise the hourly wage 
for firefighters and captains by 7% and 
lower the hourly wage and possibly 
reduce the work hours of the adminis-
trative assistant, a position now vacant 
due to the recent resignation of Katie 
Goodwin. These changes will impact 
ten employees and increase payroll by 
under $20,000. Currently, five firefight-
ers are paid at $12.15 per hour.

During the meeting, the board also 
authorized Buonaccorsi to commit up 
to $65,000 for a replacement ambu-
lance. He was able to locate a lightly 
used 2017 diesel ambulance with mile-
age around 10,000 for $60,000 and is 
arranging the purchase and delivery.  

The latest investigation stemming 
from an allegation made by one or 
more SEFD members remains in 
process. No information was avail-
able from the Board Attorney, Don-
na Aversa, who has contacted the 

SCC Attorney’s office on the issue of 
overpayments to the former chief. The 
Board continues to collect additional 
information for the insurance claim 
recently filed to recoup some of the 
overpayments and related expenses. 

The IGA with Palominas is still a 
work in progress and may now include 
short-term support for admin services.  
The Board will also soon begin review-
ing applications for the current board 
vacancy. They continue to collect and 
review all SEFD vendor and personal 
service contracts and agreements.

The SEFD PSPRS (retirement and 
benefits) Board met on April 21. The 
Board concurred that the service cred-
its listed by former Chief Joseph De-
Wolf in his retirement application filed 
in early February make him eligible for 
normal retirement. 

The Board also voted to require the 
deduction of unauthorized compen-
sation, and associated contributions 
contained in a spreadsheet that was 
presented. This will require a recal-
culation by PSPRS staff, of the “high 
three” years associated with DeWolf’s 
service so the monthly benefit amount 
he receives complies with the State 
Statute. The amounts to be modified 
include $39,650 of unauthorized com-
pensation, $3,033 of PSRPS employee 
contributions paid by the district, and 
$5,758 of PSRPS employer contribu-
tions. 

The application was forwarded 
to the State PSPRS office for a final 
determination. If the state concurs, 
the issue of SEFD recovering the 
excess contributions will need to be 
reviewed. 

SEFD Boards Discuss 
Budget, Chief’s Retirement
By Kat Crockett
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Jeffrey G Latham, architect
1863 North Grand Avenue
Nogales, Arizona 85621

520 287 5547

email: jglatham@mchsi.com

Cell: 520 245 2625

In-Home Chiropractic Care

520-357-1711
www.lopezhousecalls.com

We come to you!

It was 2005 when Augusta 
Resources first started buying proper-
ties in Pima County. Sixteen years lat-
er, where does the Rosemont Project 
stand?                                                                                                      

The project has been in litigation 
for the last two years, with sustained 
public outcry as a steady background, 
around the major issues of water 
drawdown, air and water pollution, 
endangered wildlife, biodiversity, 
sacred lands, natural beauty, and so-
cial-cultural damage.                                                                                                                                         

The Rosemont Mine has been con-
troversial and administratively com-
plex from its start, involving different 
kinds of jurisdiction from the US Army 
Corps of Engineers, US Forest Service, 
and AZ Department of Environmental 
Quality. 

Following the Forest Service’s 
favorable Record of Decision, and the 
issuing of a pivotal Clean Water Act 
404 permit in early March 2019 by 
the Army Corps of Engineers, lawsuits 
were brought by six major conserva-
tion groups and three Arizona tribes. 

The Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and the Army Corps of 
Engineers are currently at odds over 
the recent decision by the Corps that 
the mining company was not required 
to obtain a permit under the Clean 
Water Act. “The Corps’ March 24 
decision to waive its jurisdiction over 
the mine site will free mining company 
Hudbay Minerals Inc. from potential 

future requirements on an extensive 
and protracted permitting process that 
had lasted more than a decade,” re-
ported Tony Davis in the AZ Daily Star. 
“The Corps said new federal rules cov-
ering regulation of development along 
washes no longer require Hudbay to 
get a Clean Water Act permit. In an 
April 8 letter to the Corps, a top official 
in EPA’s regional office, Tomas Torres, 
contended the Corps violated a federal 
policy that would have involved much 
more formal and detailed consultation 
with EPA before the decision.”

 A major setback to the mine proj-
ect was delivered in February 2020 by 
Judge Soto, of the US District Court for 
Arizona, reversing the Forest Service’s 
ruling, which would have allowed 
the use of 2500 acres of Forest Ser-
vice land for about 36 billion cubic 
feet of dry-stacked tailings, a volume 
that would average 340 ft deep over 
4 square miles. Among many other 
community responses, the Center for 
Biological Diversity saw Soto’s ruling 
as a “partial victory for the jaguar in in 
Arizona.” 

Hudbay immediately appealed 
the decision and arguments for and 
against the appeal concluded a year 
later, in mid-February 2021. The legal 
discussion is complex, focusing on the 
validity of Hudbay-owned claims in the 
Coronado National Forest as a place 
to dump the massive tailings. A date 
for the judges’ ruling has not yet been 
announced.

The company maintains an opti-

mistic outlook on the 
results of litigation, 
saying, in October of 

2020, "Hudbay is fully committed to 
building and operating the Rosemont 
project once the appeal process has 
been completed.”

One of the plaintiffs in the suit is 
Save the Scenic Santa Ritas. For that 
group, VP Greg Shinsky, in a Nov 13, 
2020 letter to the Green Valley News, 
summarized the current phase from a 
different point of view:  “After winning 
a victory in Federal court in Tucson on 
July 31, 2019, Hudbay appealed, and 
we are now in the 9th Circuit Court of 
Appeals. We expect a decision in the 
first half of 2021 and are confident of 
another win.”                                                                                                                                           

Last year Hudbay began a new 
phase of mineral exploration on 
private, patented land they hold, 
straddling the ridge where Gunsight 
Pass sits, northwest of the proposed 
open pit of the original Rosemont 
Copper proposal, in a zone of about 20 
historical mines. The making of roads 
and drill pads is visible from SR 83, as 
well as from Green Valley, above the 
former town of Helvetia. The company 
claims to have struck good copper de-
posits at significantly shallower depths 
than the first Rosemont Mine pro-
posal. They named the explored area 
“Copper World,” and now present it to 
investors as a potentially very lucrative 
second mine on their property. 

If Copper World were developed as 
a mine, it could chop apart the north 
horizon of the Santa Rita Mountains, 
create massive tailings visible from 

both sides of the range, and consume 
water in aquifers in the Santa Cruz 
River basin from Green Valley and 
Sahuarita to Tucson.                                                                                          

The outcome of a second protract-
ed legal effort against Hudbay, that 
alleges that atrocities were committed 
by mining company security personnel 
in indigenous communities around 
Hudbay’s former Fenix Mine in 
Guatemala, may affect the corpo-
ration’s future as well. In this de-
cade-long case, thirteen members of 
the indigenous Mayan population from 
the village of El Estor are pursuing 
three related precedent-setting law-
suits in Ontario Superior Court against 
Hudbay. The cases involve murder, 
rape of individual women, gang rape 
and the eviction of villagers. 

On January 6, 2021, a former chief 
of security for the Fenix mine pleaded 
guilty to criminal charges in connection 
with the assault and homicide events 
of the Canadian case, as reported in 
The Financial Post. Gonzalez’ plea was 
in a Guatemalan court, so this admis-
sion is not directly in the Canadian 
case, but Lawyer Murray Klippenstein 
summarized the effect of this guilty 
plea: “This pulls the rug out from 
Hudbay’s main denial right now.” 

This is a precedent-setting case 
holding a major mine company inter-
nationally accountable and is being 
closely followed by the mining sector 
and beyond.                                                                                              

So, is the Rosemont Project dead or 
alive? Depends on who you ask.

                                                                                                                                                      
                                                           

By Robert Gay

Updates on the Rosemont Project

McKeown Avenue, will be the focal 
point of Phase II of the town’s nearly 
$2,000,000 multifaceted project to 
upgrade its street and roads, starting 
in early May.

When the project is completed, 
around the end of August, according to 
Patagonia Town Manager Ron 
Robinson, townfolk will see a dramat-
ically different landscape from the 
one that existed at the start of con-
struction. The reward for months of 
disruption of both foot and vehicular 
traffic will be the creation of designat-
ed parking spaces along the north side 
of the street, a new sidewalk running 
the full length of the block alongside 
the parking, enlargement and paving 
of the helipad and a path on the south 
side of the street that is friendly to 
both bikers and pedestrians.

The entire 200 block of McKeown 
will be repaved, as will the post office 
and Mariposa Clinic parking areas. The 

new parking spaces along 
McKeown will be angled to facilitate 
easy access from either direction. Half 
the spaces will be angled to make it 
easy for vehicles in the eastbound lane 
to pull in and back out and half will 
be angled the opposite way for west-
bound vehicles. 

To enhance safety for people 
walking to and from the post office, 
clinic, stores and other businesses in 
this area, pedestrian crossings will 
be painted on the finished pavement 
where McKeown intersects with Third 
and Taylor Aves. 

McKeown will remain open during 
construction; however, at times 
traffic will be limited to a single lane, 
meaning traffic in both directions will 
alternate under the guidance of traffic 
control personnel and signage.

The project’s costs are being under-
written almost 
entirely by 
South32. 
Hunter 
Contractors 
performed the 
work on Phase 
I and will com-
plete Phase II 
as well. 

By Bob Brandt

Town Street 
Improvements 
Continue

Kent Callaghan of Callaghan Vine-
yards in Elgin won eight awards at the 
2021 San Francisco Chronicle Wine 
Competition (SFCWC) on March 5. He 
earned Gold for 2018 Tannat; Silver 
for 2018 Petite Verdot and 2019 Love 
Muffin; and Bronze for 2019 North and 
South, 2019 Dry Grenache Rose, 2018 
Petit Manseng, 2018 Claire’s, and 2015 
Malvasia Blanc dessert 
wine.

Ann Roncone of 
Lightning Ridge Cellars in 
Elgin was awarded Silver 
for her 2017 Aglianico. 
Kim and Phil Asmundson 
of Deep Sky Vineyards 
earned Silver for their 
2018 Malbec.  

 There were over 48 
judges at the SFCWC, 

representing several North American 
wine regions, who evaluated nearly 
5,700 wines from over 1,000 wineries. 
Bob Fraser, SFCWC executive director, 
said, “The response from the wineries 
of North America at our 2021 com-
petition was outstanding this year.” 
SFCWC is the largest wine competition 
in North America. 

Wineries Win Awards By Kat Crockett

Jeanne Peterson InsuranceJPI
INDEPENDENT BROKER

Medicare Advantage Plans • Medicare Supplements 
Medicare Part D Plans •Medicaid/AHCCS Plans

Individual Short Term

P.O. Box 1244
Sonoita, AZ 85637

(520) 455-5464
Cell: (520) 237-3284

Email: jpins1@msn.com



It is our objective as a community newspaper to present many views 
to our readers. The opinions expressed do not necessarily repre-
sent the views of this publication. If you would like to contribute 

your opinion or commentary to PRT, please send your article, in MS 
Word, to prteditor@gmail.com. The PRT reserves the right to edit all 

submissions for language, length,and content.
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We are all understandably a little 
bit jumpy when it comes to the vac-
cine. Some are outright against what 
they do not understand, and there 
are others that are taking it on faith 
that the scientists of our country know 
what they are doing. 

For me I viewed it as a means to 
an end. My reasoning was simple: 
We’ve got to do something. Naturally, 
I had my own fears. On the day of my 
first shot I sat down and dramatically 
wrote all our passwords and banking 
information out for Zach. Given all my 
allergies I wasn’t sure if I wouldn’t end 
up in a heap on the floor. I sat in the 
chair at the vaccination clinic waiting 
my 30 minutes only to end up with a 

sore arm. 
Over the following month every 

random pain, itch, or headache I had, I 
secretly wondered if it was the vac-
cine. All the while the media droned 
on, daily highlighting the negative 
vaccine news. As I laid in bed at night, 
I thought I could hear it altering my 
DNA. 

By the time, my second shot rolled 
around, all the people in my life had 
had theirs too and it gave me comfort. 
Either we’d all be safe together or 
we’d all have lizard tails by the sum-
mer - a concept I had grown to accept. 
As of today, I am fully vaccinated and 
so are most of my loved ones, includ-
ing Zach. 

As the days roll on, my anxiety 
about the vaccine has subsided. I no 
longer associate my aches and pains 
with my possible DNA annihilation. 
Instead, I can go to work now with a 
renewed confidence and less fear. I 
am also extremely grateful. So grate-
ful that I volunteered my time at the 
vaccine clinic to pay back all that was 
given to me. I spent my day sanitizing 
tables, monitoring patients and help-
ing people receive their vaccines. 

I saw the same look of worry and 
relief on their faces as I’m sure I had 
and if any of them were like me they 
went home and started to blame every 

creak and pop on the vaccine. I tried 
to reassure as many people as I could 
that they would be fine. 

Just the other day my husband Zach 
approached me with a serious look on 
his face. He had an itchy rash on his 
arm, and he was concerned because 
he had never felt this before. He said, 
“Now I don’t want to sound crazy, but 

do you think this is because of the vac-
cine?” I turned off the evening news 
and replied “No dear. It’s a rash. I’ll get 
you some cream.” I guess he needs a 
little more time. 

Vaccines are available to everyone 
now. If you are able, get one. We could 
all be together again by summer.

By Cassina Farley

side effeCts Vary

A COVID shot is administered during the vaccine clinic at the 
Patagonia High School April 21. 32 vaccinations were given at the event, 
which was sponsored by South32.

Photo by Robert Gay

We in this country, in this area, 
have been blessed so abundantly. Oh, 
I am not discounting those who are 
suffering, who are fighting desperately 
to keep a roof over their heads, but, 
generally, we live in relative safety and 
with some safety nets available.

What must it be like to be so afraid 
for your family, for your children, that 
you pick up and leave everything and 
everyone you know and love, and do 
whatever it takes to get to a foreign 
country where you don’t understand 
the culture and don’t even speak the 
language?  

Joseph packed up Mary and the 
baby Jesus and fled to Egypt in the 
middle of the night – a distance of 300 
miles or so. According to https://www.
costtotravel.com/how-far/from-mer-
ida-venezuela-to-texas-united-states, 
2664 miles is the average travel dis-
tance between Venezuela and Texas. If 
you could walk at the speed of 3mph, 

it would take 27 days 17 hours.How 
desperate does one have to be to do 
this?

In churches, I have heard the United 
States referred to as a Christian nation.  
REALLY? If being a Christian means 
having a relationship with Jesus Christ 
and being His hands and feet on earth, 
how does this line up with stopping 
people at the borders? “Come unto 
Me ALL you who are weary and heavy 
laden” (Matthew 11:28) - All. I’m not 
advocating for an open border, and I’m 
not pretending to have all the answers, 
but to stop desperate people at the 
border or even to send them back to 
the hell they came from – how does 
that line up with being Christian?

Micah 6:8: He has shown you, O 
man, what is good. And what does the 
LORD require of you but to act justly, 
to love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
your God?

 Especially amongst conservative 

Christians, there seems to be a lot of 
flag waving and pledging “allegiance to 
the flag and to the Republic for which 
it stands – one Nation under God, 
with liberty and justice for ALL.”  ALL.  
Liberty and justice for ALL.  And then, 
by these same people, there is support 
for sending refugees back where they 
came from. How does that all line up?  
I don’t get it.

Matthew 25:41-43: Then He will say 
to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, 
you who are cursed, into the eternal 
fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels. For I was hungry and you gave 

Me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and 
you gave Me nothing to drink, I was a 
stranger and you did not take Me in, I 
was naked and you did not clothe Me, 
I was sick and in prison and you did not 
visit Me.’

There are so many, within 50 miles 
of here, who are hungry, thirsty, 
strangers, in rags, sick – and we who 
live in abundance are saying it’s not 
our problem – keep them away, we 
don’t want them.  

What’s Jesus going to say about 
that?

MY TWO CENTS
By Clare Bonelli

abundanCe and desperatiOn
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Letters tO the editOr

 What if We the People were in 
charge of our own personal and collec-
tive lives? What if when falling ill we 
would confine ourselves as we know 
to do even with a cold. What if while 
we are recuperating, we reflect on our 
participation with the illness and by so 
doing  set the stage for strengthening 
our immunity. By not reflecting  and 
not working with the natural healing 
powers that the body inherently has,  
looking for the quick fix, do we in-
crease the possibility for illness, putting 
ourselves and the earth in danger? 

The Coronavirus is seen as the 
enemy and the role of the enemy is 
to instill fear. Fear that someone we 
love will die, or we will die because of 
the enemy. Fear, which brings about a 
level of stress, as we know, can actu-
ally suppress the immune system, that 
which helps us “fight off” disease. 

 We the People individually thus 
collectively are responsible. If we 
consciously and responsibly empower 
the natural wisdom within us, the pain, 
suffering, deaths, violence, depression 

and spike of addictions we are now 
experiencing  would exponentially 

minimize the fear-based conundrum 
we are presently experiencing. 

We humans are self-aware, and 
unlike other species, we consciously 
direct our evolution. If we do not prac-
tice self-reflection or mindful aware-
ness and common sense in light of the 
individual and the collective, we do not 
evolve.

How and what we perceive our-
selves to be  has a major effect on the 
Earth and on all of us.

David Krest
Patagonia

KPUP-LP (100.5FM), would like to 
take this opportunity to thank the 
South32 Hermosa Community Fund, 
held at Community Foundation for 
Southern Arizona, for their generous 
grant that was awarded to us this last 
month. 

 This award will allow Patagonia 
Community Radio to meet its day-to-
day financial responsibilities which is 

normally funded through our annual 
Hawaiian shirt and Luau fundraiser 
that was interrupted last year due to 

the Covid-19 pandemic shut down.  
Again, thank you to South32 

and the Community Foundation for 
Southern Arizona for their continued 
support of non-profits in general and 
KPUP in particular. 

Sincerely, 
Fred Hansen
Treasurer, KPUP-LP Radio

The Pool Assessment that Friends 
of the Patagonia Pool, (FOPP) com-
missioned shows that the pool, while 
over 30 years old, is in great shape and 
could provide at least another decade 
of recreation and water safety train-
ing to the communities of Patagonia, 
Sonoita, Elgin and surrounding areas. 
That is not without costs, however.

The Town of Patagonia and the 
Patagonia Elementary and High School 
District Boards approved extending the 
pool IGA through May 2021 in order 
to allow FOPP to search for an anchor 
sponsor for the pool’s financial needs 
that are beyond what the Town or 
schools can handle on their own.

Hopefully, by very early May we 
will know whether we can count on a 
substantial financial partnership, and 
the School Boards will agree to work-
ing together with the other partners to 
open the pool, at least for this year.

The Town of Patagonia has unoffi-
cially indicated that if the pool could 
open, they would provide the water 
needed for the season as well as con-
tinue their ¼ share of chemical expens-
es for the year. FOPP will also commit 
to continue our ¼ share beyond May 
31. 

Even if a major sponsor joins us, 
FOPP will need to raise approximate-
ly $20,000 dollars, in addition to the 
funding we currently have in place, 
in order cover pool expenses for this 
year. The School Boards would need 
to decide what financial and manage-
ment support they could provide.

FOPP also approached South32 Her-
mosa to ask for financial support for 
the pool. South 32 has shown interest 
in supporting the community and in-

dicated their agreement that the pool 
is an important community amenity. 
There are still important operational 
details to work out before commit-
ments on the part of the owners and 
any potential funders can be made. 
FOPP is working hard to facilitate dis-
cussions to get those answers quickly.

FOPP feels that it is imperative to 
open the pool this year. Our goal all 
along has been to keep an important 
community amenity functioning and 
available to all in our area. We have 
developed a draft budget for that pur-
pose and shared it for discussion and 
input with the Town, School Boards 
and potential major sponsors.

It will not be possible to open im-
mediately after Memorial Day. There 
is a lot of work to be done that would 
normally have already been well un-
derway by now. If we can quickly get a 
major sponsor commitment for at least 
this year, we might be able to open by 
July 1. Our goal would be to be open 
through September.

The FOPP pool assessment, major 
cleanup and assistance with monthly 
expenses is made possible by grant 
funds from the South32 Hermosa 
Community Fund held at the Com-
munity Fund of Southern Arizona, the 
Patagonia Regional Community Fund, 
and by donations from many local pool 
supporters.

We invite all interested citizens to 
join our work to keep the pool open. 
Please contact school board members 
and ask them to help the pool open 
this year. And please contact Karen 
Riggs, FOPP president at: mustang-
mtnswriter@gmail.com to lend a hand

Maryknell Spicer
Karen Riggs

Pool Update

Thank you to South32
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Self Reflection

The Sonoita Elgin Fire District 
released costs associated with the 
investigation of various personnel and 
financial matters that occurred in 2020 
and 2021. In prior Board meetings, 
SEFD’s bookkeeper stated various 
amounts as being the cost to SEFD of 
investigations conducted in 2020. As 
pointed out by the Board, the amounts 
previously presented by her were inac-
curate and overstated as they include 
amounts unrelated to investigations 
conducted in 2020 and 2021, including 
items from the 2019-2020 fiscal year 
and salaries that would have been paid 
regardless of an investigation.

Expenses associated with SEFD 
investigations and additional audit 
reports were driven by allegations 
and discovery of misconduct and of 
violations of SEFD policies by SEFD 
employees. In one instance, the SEFD 
Board committed to a comprehensive 
investigation by specifically including 
input from current and former SEFD 
members and community members 
who might have information relevant 
to the investigation which not only 
extended the duration of the investiga-
tion but also increased the costs.

Investigations fall under SEFD HR 
Policy when misconduct is suspected 
or reported. Fact finding helps pro-
tect both the employee and employer 
from unfair and/or highly emotional 
situations and guide decisions based 
on fact, rather than emotion. Most 
investigations are done internally, but 
when situations arise where deciding 
officials could potentially be a witness 
or otherwise involved, due diligence 
necessitates that we use outside in-
vestigators. Investigation expenses are 
necessary for compliance with SEFD’s 
policies, state and local laws, and fidu-
ciary responsibilities to the public.

As of April 19, direct expenses for 

investigative matters are estimated as 
follows:

Attorney $5,500
Investigator $26,749
Auditor $5,400
Total Cost of direct expenses =
$37,649 
The Chief’s employment was termi-

nated for cause by directing or allow-
ing and accepting an increase in pay of 
$300 per week without obtaining SEFD 
Board approval. The increase occurred 
in November of 2018. The most recent 
report from SEFD’s auditors Walker & 
Armstrong put the amount of unau-
thorized overpayments to the former 
Chief at approximately $75,000.  

The former Fire Chief’s pension is 
governed by Arizona’s Public Safety 
Public Retirement System (PSPRS). The 
local SEFD PSPRS Board is responsi-
ble for reviewing the member’s total 
period of service and eligible compen-
sation used to calculate the pension 
amount, as well as to apply other 
statutory provisions prior to forward-
ing the application to the State for final 
review and approval. The local Board 
convened on April 21 and verified 
service requirements were met. The 
Board adjusted his eligible compen-
sation to determine the annuity by 
subtracting the unauthorized overpay-
ment and lowering the employee and 
employer contributions to what they 
would have been without the bump in 
pay. It will ultimately be up to the state 
to make the final determinations.  

As facts are developed and deci-
sions made, the SEFD Board is commit-
ted to see these issues to conclusion 
with as much transparency as permit-
ted, and we will continue to execute 
our responsibilities for public safety, 
for our SEFD members and volunteers, 
and for the District’s taxpayers.

SEFD Board Press Release

The Patagonia Regional Times encourages everyone to 
comment publicly on the events and times in which we 
live. Letters must be signed by the author and include 

town of residence. Letters are limited to 200 words. PRT 
reserves the right to edit all letters for language, length, 

and content. Please send your letter, in MS Word, to 
prteditor@gmail.com



April 14, 2021  
Marshall Patterson reported he had 

been doing preparation for covid vac-
cinations in Patagonia, working with 
Ray Sayres of the Santa Cruz County 
office of Emergency Management

David Budd is resigning as chair-
man of the Planning and Development 
Committee. He was thanked for his 
service.

The major funding for Phase 3 
of the McKeown Street pavement 
modification project - between Third 
and Fourth Ave to SR 82 - will come 
from Southeast Arizona Governmen-
tal Organizations (SEAGO), a total of 
$437,557. The Town will contribute 
$60,000. South32 will contribute to 
cover the rental of barriers during 
pavement work. Councilor Reibslager 
asked about the significant dips where 
Fourth Ave. crosses McKeown, and 
was assured they would be consid-
ered.

The Council and Mayor approved 
a resolution which authorizes the 
submission of an application for Fiscal 
Year 2021 for a Community Develop-
ment Block Grant, previously dis-
cussed.

South32 gave details of the 
previously approved Stage 2 road 
modification project. It will modify 
the pavement on three sides of the 
helipad-Mariposa Clinic block, add 

sidewalks on Third Ave. and 
McKeown Ave., and integrate water 
runoff toward the town’s central park 
areas. The work will begin staging in 
May, see completion of paving by end 
of June, leaving 4th of July free, and 
will complete by the end of August.    

The Council and Mayor approved a 
proclamation declaring April as “Fair 
Housing Month” in Patagonia. They 
also adopted a fair housing policy.

The Council and Mayor approved 
a new job descripition for a utility 
service worker for streets and mainte-
nance.

The Council and Mayor approved a 
Budget Study Session for 6p.m.,April 
21, 2021 

They proclaimed April 22, 2021 as 
Earthfest in Patagonia, as well as AZ 
Trails Day and Arbor day.

The Council and Mayor approved a 
proposal by Sky Islands Tourist Associ-
ation to be the sponsor of a rebranded 
Fall Festival as“Sky Islands Artisan 
Market,” to be held October 9 -10, 
2021 in the town park. 

The organizer, Southern Arizona 
Arts and Cultural Alliance, plans for 
only artisans as exhibitors, with no 
community groups, political organi-
zations or candidates, nor the beer-
garden. Publicity will be local and not 
utilize social media, with the hope of 
avoiding the crowds who have filled 
prior Fall Festivals. 

tOwn COunCiL nOtes
By PRT Staff Reporters
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Heart
Of Gold 

3266 STATE HWY 82,
SONOITA, AZ 85637
OPEN: TUES-SAT 10-6
CLOSED SUN & MON

FLEA MARKET
1ST SAT OF THE MONTH

Fibseq@aol.com PH 520-394-0199 CELL 520-240-4490

ANTIQUES & WONDERMENT  POWERED BY  IMPROBABILITY
WWW.RUBYLANE.COM/HEARTOFGOLD
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Art in the Pandemic

Patagonia artist Paula Wittner has 
figured out how to spin a pandemic 
into pure gold. A year ago, Wittner 
was scheduled to have an internation-
al opening of recent works in both 
Arizona and Sonora. Acknowledging 
an unusual serendipity, the shows 
were entitled “Both Sides Now” and 
scheduled to open concurrently at the 
very contemporary Museo de Arte in 
Nogales Sonora as well as at La Linea, a 
new, not-for-profit cooperative gallery 
in Nogales Arizona.

After several postponements - due 
to the pandemic - the gallery on the 
Arizona side of the border opened on 
April 15 at La Linea. The Museo del 
Arte has again postponed the opening 
until at least April 31.

Twenty-three mixed media pieces, 
titled “The Pandemic Show,” made by 
Wittner since March 2020, as well as 
oils she had painted in the past two to 
three years, were viewed by a limited 
number of guests meandering down a 
deserted Morley Avenue that recent 
Thursday evening.

 Lightly comedic with a touch of 
gallows humor, Wittner’s work is fine 
art social commentary. Unlike the now 
iconic COVID19 blistering flower image 
of the virus, these paintings document 
the social mood rather than the med-
ical condition of our time. No doubt 
because of that expected commentary, 
plus Wittner’s reputation as a skilled 
artist, there was a tiny mob scene.

Guests were drawn by the sound 
of live Bach, performed on by talented 

Nogales pianist Evan Kory. The piano 
was a recent gift of Wittner’s husband, 
Bob Hutchins, to La Linea.

Masked patrons gingerly regained 
their social skills after a year of social 
distancing and sheltering in place. One 
foot inside and they were immersed  
in people, art and music. No wine, 
cheese, or crackers. Instead, the eyes 
and ears were fed. Relief and elation 
filled the room.

Wittner’s lush oils, some previously 
shown at Museo del Arte. are a deep 
bath of intelligent observation coupled 
with a Classical European sensibility. 
They are gorgeous and wry. At times, 
transfiguring. One painting of an 
evocatively beautiful person turning, 
and looking into us, said Wittner, was 
the reverse image of someone she 
had seen in a hospital waiting room. 
The person was having a seizure and 
unexpectedly turned to her. Wittner 
transformed that alarming moment 
into a state of grace. Most of Wittner’s 
people are beautiful because she in-
tends them to be.

Further on, in muted tones of 
gouache with touches of oils, are 
Wittner’s social cartoons. An out 
-of- work short order cook, cigarette 
dangling from lips, wears a comedically 
short pink and black diner-esque uni-
form, exposing his toothsome thighs. 
From his hands hang some useless 
utensils and overhead hover heavenly 
visions of a banana split and a hefty 
slice chocolate frosted yellow cake. 
It is, as is The Pandemic Show, about 
both impotence and hope.

By Charlotte Lowe

Photo by Charlotte Lowe
Paula Wittner stands in front of her painting, titled “Boundaries.”

By Laura Wenzel

Check It Out At The Library
After a successful reopening of the 

library building in April, Patagonia 
Public Library staff have many projects 
that we’re working on at the moment, 
inlcuding revitalizing our Semilloteca/
Seed Library collection and planning 
our Summer Reading Program. 

Our amazing cadre of volunteers, 
itching to get their hands dirty again 
with anything Patagonia Library 
related, are assisting with LibraryCall 
Dial-a-Story and Resource Hotline 
services. Call (520) 980-9810 to hear a 
story read to you in either English or 
Spanish. For a list of current hours and 
services from our Resource Hotline, 
available 24/7, call (520) 980-9910. 

The next big project is our “Librar-
ies Transforming Communities: Focus 
on Small and Rural Libraries” citizen 
science grant project. As part of the 
grant, library staff will take an online 
course in how to lead conversations. 
Staff will then host a conversation with 
residents about citizen science and 
use the grant monies to fund PPL’s 
new “Library of Things,” including a 
lending telescope from Cornerstones 
of Science; and birdwatching, butterfly 

spotting, and plant I.D. backpack kits 
available for checkout. The library will 
also become a Weather Underground 
weather station to provide accurate 
information on weather events in 
Patagonia.

Some citizen science projects that 
will be highlighted are the annu-
al Audubon Society Christmas Bird 
Count, Sky Island Alliance’s ongoing 
Border Wildlife Study, and the Friends 
of Sonoita Creek wet-dry mapping of 
Harshaw Creek in the summer of 2021.

Using information from SciStarter, 
National Geographic, Cornerstones 
of Science, and more, the library will 
introduce participants to projects like 
Stream Selfie, the Great Sunflower 
Project, and the annual Backyard Bird 
Count. If you are interested in taking 
part in the conversation, please con-
tact Laura Wenzel at (520) 394-2010 or 
visit www.patagoniapubliclibrary.org 
for more information.

“Libraries Transforming Communi-
ties: Focus on Small and Rural Librar-
ies” is an initiative of the American Li-
brary Association in collaboration with 
the Association for Rural and Small 
Libraries. Conversation date is TBA.

In 2007, Betsy McGee and Cornelia 
O’Connor decided to pursue a Rails-
To-Trails conversion of the old rail bed 
between Patagonia and Sonoita. With 
strong support from the County, the 
Town of Patagonia, and a number of 
agencies and organizations, a core 
group of dedicated volunteers set 
about creating partnerships with the 
three necessary owners of the railbed,  
The Nature Conservancy, Native Seeds 
SEARCH, and the Town of Patagonia, 
to build a 2.5 mile loop trail to the 

town limit. This was completed in 
2010. Local school kids named it the 
Train Track Trail. 

It took another 11 years to get the 
next 3.25 miles built, made possible 
when South 32 purchased crucial 
properties and allowed the trail to 
cross them. This new section connects 
the town of Patagonia to the new 
alignment of the Arizona National 
Scenic Trail at Casa Blanca Canyon. A 
small COVID cautious opening cere-
mony was held on April 22. 

Photo by Robert Gay
(From left) Tomas Jonnson, German Quiroga and Zay Hartigan celebrate 
the opening of the new section of the Train Track Trail in Patagonia.

By Zay Hartigan



The Dec. 17, 2020 Patagonia 
Christmas Bird Count left some con-
cern about the reduction of bird num-
bers compared to past bird counts. 
Specifically, the consensus from 
volunteers who participated is that the 
sparrow count was significantly down 
from past years with the exception of 
the white-crowned sparrow at a record 
667 individuals. No new-world spar-
rows were observed in the western 
portion of the count area in San Rafael 
Valley. 

Bird populations have declined by 
more than a third since the 1970s. 
Grassland-dwelling birds, including 
sparrows and meadowlarks, are espe-
cially vulnerable and, in some species, 
have lost much more than a third of 
their populations. 

The most likely reason for these 
dangerous declines, according to the 
Scientific American article ”Silent Skies: 
Billions of North American Birds Have 
Vanished,” by Jim Daley, Sept. 19, 
2019, is,due to the fact that “intensi-
fication of agriculture is happening all 
over the world, [as is] increased use 
of pesticides, as well as the continued 
conversion of the remaining grass and 

pastureland - and even native prairie” 
to cropland.

Since Christmas Day, 1900, the 
National Audubon Society Christ-
mas Bird count has been collecting 
data on bird populations and species 
which provides valuable information 
worldwide on population trends of 
birds. Knowledge of bird species and 
population trends provides valuable 
information about the health of the 
environment. 

The Patagonia Count, started in 
1963, takes place in 7.5-mile radius cir-
cle with the center near the intersec-
tion of Harshaw Creek Road, Harshaw 
Road, and the San Rafael Valley. Once 
established, the designated count area 
remains the same every year for accu-
racy of bird population trends. 

This year in the western area of the 
count circle, in San Rafael Valley, only 
a few house sparrows were found near 
a ranch house. House sparrows are 
an old-world species that were intro-
duced from Europe into New York City 
in 1851 and arrived in Tucson by 1903. 
The remaining sparrows that are found 
in southeastern Arizona are considered 
new-world sparrows indigenous to this 
area. 

There are 23 species of sparrows 
who are naturally occurring in south-
eastern Arizona. Of these 23, the 
historical data of the Patagonia count 
shows that 16 of these sparrow species 
have been identified during the past 
Christmas Bird Counts. 

Data available from 2014 
through 2020 shows that, 
overall, the species counts 
and individual counts have 
remained consistent. Species 
counts range from a low of 
131 in 2014 to a high of 142 in 
2017. Individual numbers of 
birds during these years also 
remains consistent with a low 
of 5,291 in 2019 and a high of 
6,482 in 2015. 

The recent count was 
alarming in that some species 
regularly counted in abundant 
numbers have dropped. For 
example, the chipping sparrow 
has fallen from a high of 875 
individuals in 2014 dropping to 199 
individuals in 2020. This seems alarm-
ing, although their conservation status 
in North America shows the population 
of chipping sparrows as common and 
widespread. 

The lark sparrow generally had 
numbers from 50 to 100 from 2014 
to 2017, but dropped to only seven 
individuals in 2020. In recent decades 
populations of lark sparrows have 
disappeared completely from former 
nesting grounds east of the Mississippi 
but is still common and widespread in 
the West according to National Audu-
bon. 

One likely explanation for the lower 
counts in the survey is the prolonged 
drought and lack of grass for forage, 
especially in the western area of San 

Rafael Valley. Most passerine birds 
counted in that area were at one small 
water source. 

In summary, the species of spar-
rows historically counted during the 
Christmas Bird count were not signifi-
cantly lower than past count trends, 
other than the lark and chipping 
sparrow. Interestingly, almost all the 
grassland sparrow species counted, 
other than the lark and chipping, have 
population declines in their normal 
habitat throughout North America. 
Declines in population are attribut-
ed to habitat loss due to grazing and 
farming. Tracking population trends 
requires decades of data, so a few 
years of declines or increases does 
not confirm a problem but does raise 
a red flag for further observation and 
conservation awareness. 

Xmas Bird 
Count
Revisited
By Jo Dean

Only a few house sparrows were seen in the 
western part of the San Rafael Valley during 
the 2020 Christmas Bird Count

Photo by Lois Ports 
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“Gardeners, I think, dream 
bigger dreams than emperors.” 
Mary Cantwell

If true, then Patagonia is a 
town of big dreamers, people 
who have given their time to 
the public gardens of our town. 
Over the past 25 years or so, 
these beautiful spaces dotted 
around our townscape have 
received the hopes and sweat 
equity of amateur and pro-
fessional botanists, builders, 
sowers and reapers.   

The Community Garden
In an heirloom fruit orchard 

at Duquesne Ave. and Fourth 
St., images of the Buddha and 
Our Lady of Guadalupe stand 
back-to-back, overseeing the 
plots where local gardeners 
plant, water and harvest veg-
etables all summer and into 
the fall. Some donated pear, 
peach and other tree stock 
date back to the 1600s. Our 
Lady has been blessed by a 
Catholic priest, and the Buddha 
fountain is dedicated to Peter 
Chipman, former Patagonia mayor.  

In the late 1990s, local gardening 
expert and permaculturist Kate Tirion 
saw the need for food security as glob-
al climate change continued having its 
impacts on the land. She was granted 
permission to develop a garden on 
a site that had been donated to the 
Town by Roland Richardson. With 
the help of  volunteers and donors, 
an empty lot became a fenced fruit 
orchard.

Over the years, garden plots were 
marked out and enhanced with organic 
planting soil and compost, and an 
irrigation system developed to water 
the fruit trees. A brick-floored ramada, 
built with donated materials and labor, 
is the site of the Annual Pie Auction 
Fundraiser, brainchild of volunteers 
Janet and the late Woody Winans. 
Attendees purchase homemade pies 
made by their neighbors and fill the 
garden coffers for maintenance and 
improvement projects, such as ongo-
ing soil enhancement and tree pruning. 

About 10 years ago, Janet Winans 
and Martha Kelly took over manag-
ing the garden. Kelly has led vegeta-
ble-growing projects with 4H Clover 
Club kids there, and she and Wynans 
oversee maintenance of the site, so it 
is ready to welcome local gardeners 
who need a place to grow food.  Free 
raised and in-ground beds are available 
each spring, and gardeners have access 
to tools, hoses and water, and enjoy 
the camaraderie of working alongside 
their neighbors. Garden plots may still 
be available; call Martha Kelly at 520-
604-0300.

Post Office Garden
About 15 years ago, some 

Patagonia members of a Nogales gar-
den club had an idea for a project close 
to home: the strip of land between 
Taylor Lane and the Post Office was 
calling out for some tender loving 
care. Overgrown juniper hedges had 
recently been removed and the ground 
was bare. Betty Johnson remembered, 
“We asked the US Postal Service for 
permission to use the space and water, 
and we cleared the ground and plant-
ed, with lots of local help.” As Jackie 
Covey, of the Post Office, recalled, 
“Originally, we wanted roses. But we 
realized that native plants would be a 
much better fit, and much easier for 
volunteers to keep up.” 

Over time, Don Wenig, Jude 
Weierman and David Clark took over 
the hand watering and maintenance. 
This spring Covey took time out from 
behind the Post Office counter to do 
extensive pruning and cleanup. The 
garden today shows off a mature Santa 
Rita prickly pear, blue stem prickly 
poppies, penstemon, and Cleveland 
sage, among others. Look for new na-
tive plants being added as this month’s 
issue goes to press.

Kathy West, who is currently main-
taining the garden, would love some 
help with regular maintenance and wa-
tering.  Anyone interested, please call 
Kathy at (206) 280-1242.  

Take a moment to stop and smell 
the flowers and veggies as you pass 
by these gardens this summer. Next 
month we will explore two more public 
gardens of Patagonia - the Butterfly 
Garden and the Library Legacy Garden.

The Gardens of Patagonia

Photo by Chuck Klingenstein
The totems at the Post Office garden were 
built by Martha Kelly and painted by local 
artists.

By Sarah Klingenstein

Hello again fellow gardeners! It’s 
time to plant all the frost sensitive stuff 
(after May 5th). Tomatoes, squash, 
beans, etc. You can continue planting 
through mid-July usually. Check out 
the days to maturity on your seed pack 
or nursery tag to find out how long it 
will take before it bears a crop. You 
want a crop before the average first 
frost which is late October or some-
times later.

Choose the right plant. When shop-
ping for starters, look for nice strong 
looking plants. Inspect the bottoms of 
the nursery pots. You don’t want to 
purchase plants that have excessive 
roots coming out the bottom of the 
container. Also try not to pick plants 
that are already flowering or fruiting 
while in their nursery container. Plants 
like this might not ever reach their full 
size or production potential. Inspect 
the plants for damage, insects, or bugs 
and check for deformed or discol-
ored foliage as this could be a sign of 
disease. After you get them home, 
give them a couple days to acclimate 
to their new surroundings. This is 
very important! Most nursery plants 
have come from a climate-controlled 
facility from another city or state.
They have never seen the full sun or 
dealt with hot, dry air. If you put the 
plants straight out into the bright sun, 
they might burn and die. Place them 
in a semi-sheltered area for a couple 
of days before planting. This goes for 
ornamental plants as well. 

Allow for enough space between 
plants. In general, I plant things like 
tomatoes about 1 ½ to 2 feet apart 
and give them something to support 
them. Peppers and sum-
mer squash should also 
be planted 1 ½ to 2 feet 
apart. Corn and beans 
need about six inches. 
Choose compact plants 
for containers or raised 
beds. Check the label to 
see what size the plant 
should be when mature. 

You don’t want to plant something 
into a pot or raised bed that’s going 
to be a monster. Look for names that 
include compact, space saving, or 
container friendly. These things were 
specifically bred for use in containers 
or raised beds.

For plants to reach their full pro-
ductive potential, they need nutrients.
They will do fine with what’s been 
added to the soil when you prepared 
your beds for a while, but you will 
need to replenish this after three - 
four weeks, then every three - four 
weeks after that. Did your peppers not 
produce last year or your tomatoes 
were all foliage and no fruit? Fertilizer 
my friends! I recommend for beginners 
to use a balanced fertilizer like 10-
10-10 or one with more phosphorus 
(the middle number) than the other 
nutrients such as 10-20-10. Feed and 
water your plants regularly, get them 
planted in enough sun and you will 
have a harvest to be proud of!

Bury tomato plants half way up 
their stem. Carefully pluck the leaves 
from the bottom half of your tomato 
starts and plant them so they are half 
buried. Tomatoes have the ability to 
form roots along their stems. This trick 
will make a very robust tomato plant.  

Please contact me at kmmck-
ay810@gmail.com with any gardening 
questions or to share a tip of your 
own. You can find my locally grown 
veggie starts from Patagonia Plants 
at the Patagonia Farmer’s Market on 
Thursdays 9a.m. to 12p.m.; at the 
Sonoita Hardware store; or by making 
an appointment to come to my back-
yard nursery (make an appointment by 
emailing me). 

Garden GuidesGarden Guides

By Mary McKay

Planting Tips and Tricks



Silkworms are not the first 
thing that comes to mind when 
one visits Patagonia. Usually asso-
ciated with China, their discovery 
as a valuable commodity was 
first noted in the 27th century 
BC. Chinese legend has it that 
Empress His Ling Shi was sipping 
tea under a mulberry tree when 
a cocoon fell into her cup and be-
gan to unravel. The empress was 
so captivated by the shimmering 
threads that she identified and 
studied the source and found the 
Bombyx mori silkworm munching 
mulberry leaves and eventually 
forming the silk cocoon that so 
fascinated her. From this discov-
ery she developed sericulture, 
the cultivation of silkworms, and 
invented the reel and loom to 
process the glistening threads into lux-
urious fabrics. Not only is silk a beau-
tiful fabric, pound for pound it is also 
stronger than steel, making it even 
more valuable and considered at that 
time more precious than gold. 

During the latter half of the first mil-
lennium BC, demand for silk eventually 
created the trade route now known as 
the Silk Road taking it westward and 
bringing gold, silver and wools back 
to the east. By CE200, sericulture had 
spread throughout Asia via Chinese 
immigration and finally, around CE550 
it reached Europe.

New York native, and Patagonia 
resident since 1987, Susan Corl has 
added sericulture to her many, many 
other endeavors as an artist and crafts-
person. In 2000, Corl helped a second 
grade teacher in Tucson teach meta-
morphosis by creating a puppet show 
about the Empress His Ling Shi and her 
silkworm discovery. Corl had crafted 
the puppets for the event and became 
enamored with this story of silk they 
were reenacting in the puppet show. 
This prompted her journey into sericul-
ture, the cultivation of silkworms.

Corl’s life has been anything but 
routine. After leaving New York City for 
a five year stint at a Hudson River 
Valley herb farm, she realized what she 
had missed in the city was the natural 
world and “the feel of the earth.” A 
friend invited Corl and her young son 
to accompany her on a trip to Tubac, 
and that trip is what brought Corl to 
Arizona.

Corl sums up her life as “a life-long 
student with unending curiosity.” Self-
taught, she has mastered many of the 
arts and crafts that she now teaches in 
schools and on tribal reservations. She 
has received grants from various foun-
dations to hold workshops for many 
non-profit organizations. 

Corl has traveled extensively in the 
southwest over the years to teach 
her many talents, including silk paper 

making, paper origami, felting, papier 
mache, book making, wreath mak-
ing, Ukrainian egg decorating and her 
many other skills as a teaching artist 
and artist in residence. Writing poems 
and quilting are even more of her 
many creative outlets. 

Of all of these, perhaps the most 
unusual is her journey into sericulture. 
The season is short, March through the 
end of May, and during that time, Corl 
can be found at the various locales in 
SE Arizona where mulberry trees are 
leafing out. Into her seventh decade, 
she can still climb a ladder or a tree 
picking the green leaves for her wriggly 
charges to keep them alive and well 
fed. Her silkworms are domestic and 
could not survive out in the wild, so 
she must care for them in a controlled 
environment, assuring their safety 
from the elements. 

Keeping them alive and able to 
breed, lay their eggs and feeding them 
through the larval stage until they 
finally make their cocoons out of the 
precious silk or “dried worm spit,” as 
Corl describes it, is a full-time job. It 
takes three days for a worm to spin 
the cocoon and then two weeks for 
the mature moth to emerge, always in 
the mornings. They are flightless, but 
mate, lay their eggs and then die. At 
the end of the season, Corl collects the 
eggs, stores them in a cool place and 
waits for the following spring for them 
to hatch. “They seem to know when 
spring comes and come out when the 
time is right.” At that point, the pro-
cess starts again.

Corl processes the cocoons left 
by the moths by simmering them in 
washing soda to remove the harder 
outer coating called sericin. After being 
rinsed, the silk is ready for dying and 
processing into the paper that she 
makes from it. 

Corl’s silk paper and other creations 
are available for purchase at the 
Patagonia Trading Post as well at vari-
ous craft shows in the area.

By Pat McNamara

The Art of Raising Silkworms

Photo by Pat McNamara
Susan Corl holds some of her silk paper 
creations made with silk from her worms.

Among cyclists, dirt riders have 
always distinguished themselves from 
“roadies,” those riders who prefer 
their pavements firm and smooth 
and their tires narrow, and who are 
more focused on speed than scenery. 
Among dirt riders, mountain bikers 
range from “boulder hoppers” and 
rough single-track riders, to those 
who prefer accumulating their miles 
on dirt roads as a way to enjoy the 
countryside. The dirt road riders prefer 
double-track or graded gravel routes 
to single track trails and proudly call 
themselves “gravel riders,” an emerg-
ing class riding a wave of popularity.                                                                                                                                      
    In its April 8, 2021 issue, cyclists’ 
magazine VELO NEWS hailed Patagonia 
as “the new Mecca” for gravel riders. 
Writer Betsy Welch believes this area 
“boasts some of the best gravel riding 
in the American Southwest. The roads 
wind through the stunning sky island 
ecosystem, and you can ride for days 
without repeating the same route.“  

In the larger cycling community, 
praise for Southern Arizona has flowed 
for many years from road cyclists. 
Since at least 2000, they’ve praised 
Tucson as a “climbing cyclists’ Mec-
ca,” and  Mt. Lemmon as “the world’s 
crown jewel of road biking climbs.”                                                                                                                                        

Patagonia pioneers of gravel riding 
are the entrepreneurial couple Heidi 
and Zander Ault, who brought the 
“Spirit World 100” event to Patagonia 
in November 2019. The race weekend 
was canceled in 2020 but is currently 
scheduled for November 4-7, 2021. 
For Spirit World riders, the Aults have 
identified three longer rides in the San 
Rafael Valley – 50, 80, and 100 miles.  

Heidi Ault explained that pandemic 
induced desire for contact with nature 
has caused a surge in cycling-related 
tourism. “As a result,” she says, “every 
weekend during the summer of 2020 
we saw HUGE groups of cyclists from 
the city adventuring here to ride! Long-
time local rider Tomas Jonsson brings 
up a downside, though. “There is only 
one way out of town towards the San 
Raphael Valley, where the majority 
of unpaved roads are,” he said. “The 
first three miles out Harshaw Road, we 
share the road with everyone, includ-
ing traffic up to the mine site. It's a bit 
dangerous at times.”                                                                                                

The Aults have bought a house 
in Patagonia and converted its two 
buildings into an airbnb called Gravel 
House. They offer small “cycle camp” 
experiences, mixing hard riding, great 
eating and spectacular landscapes. The 
great eating part is due to Chef 
Zander’s inspired cooking, which he 
calls “food that speaks to the land,” lo-
cally sourced within 150 miles as much 
as possible.                                                                                                                                

Both individual riders and touring 

groups are increasingly finding 
Patagonia and its gravel and moun-
tain-biking routes online, since most 
use GPS systems. One popular system, 
RideWithGPS, has a growing inventory 
of tour routes displayed on interac-
tive maps, searchable by location. It’s 
a rider-built online community, with 
dozens of local routes ranging widely 
in length, elevation gain, and difficul-
ty. Many of the new GPS apps allow 
you to both download routes you are 
interested in, and to make or record 
your own routes. While you ride, 
another app, PeakFinder, will identify 
the mountaintops your iphone camera 
looks at when you stop and wonder 
what you’re seeing.                                                                                                                                         

Some locally identified routes are 
only a couple of hours, but others are 
long enough to be also on the radar of 
the “bikepacking” community, touring 
riders prepared to spend a night or 
more self-sufficiently on the road. On 
Bikepacking.com, three interesting 
long challenges are the overlapping 
Sky Islands Odyssey Loops. The East 
loop(125 miles), West Loop (169 miles) 
and Full Loop (230 miles)  Aside from 
necessary short highway stretches, all 
three are gravel routes going through 
Patagonia and San Rafael Valley. 

Other shorter gravel routes can 
get riders to Lochiel, Canelo Pass, Las 
Cienegas National Conservation Area, 
and Greaterville. The Arizona Trail also 
makes extensive mapping available 
for mountain bike riders, although the 
Trail’s riders generally think of them-
selves as single-track enthusiasts rath-
er than gravel riders. Near Patagonia, 
a popular local route that serves both 
types of riders is the Temporal Canyon 
Road.

Just as the sport is evolving, so is 
the machinery, with features like car-
bon forks, fat tires, front shocks, and 
drop bars. A new development is the 
e-bike, ideal for riders wanting a little 
boost to their own power in explor-
ing gravel routes. Zander Ault feels 
“e-bikes are amazing and it's opening 
the sport to a whole different demo-
graphic of riders,” since you don’t 
have to be a performance-oriented 
endurance athlete to gravel-ride on 
an e-bike. E-bikes aren’t permitted on 
identified non-motorized trails like the 
Arizona Trail.                                                                                                                

And the language evolves along 
with the sport, as ntxtrails.com reports 
in its extensive glossary of Mountain 
Bike terms and slang. One popular 
term, “cyclopath,” defined as a person 
who enjoys or gains pleasure from 
cycling-induced pain and suffering,                                                                
expresses something simultaneously 
heavy, light, and essential about the 
world view of the gravel riders being 
drawn to Patagonia’s gravel roads.

Patagonia - Mecca For 
Gravel Riders By Robert Gay
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      Upside down
          is another way to see,
      all the edges are blurred,
          lines of separation gone
      between outside and inside,
              above and beneath.
               
      Suddenly my attention
               is released from
      what binds and clenches,
           needs daily maintaining
               arranging or changing,
           making plans and lists
               of things to do.
             
        Upside down
            is another way to be,
        with the mind unbound,
            unbridled and uncaged
                 to run and glide,
         enlivened and enthralled
             with the worlds around
                  and within me.

A fun recollection of Dr. Richard 
“Dick” Schorr is of the 42-mile (one-
way) trip to school in Patagonia from 
Canelo in 1949. That year both the 
Canelo and Elgin one-room schools had 
been recently closed. The elementary 
age students attended Patagonia 
Elementary School by taking the 
Patagonia Union High School bus with 
the high schoolers. The trip from 
Canelo to Patagonia took one and a 
half hours beginning at about 7:30a.m. 
on mostly dirt roads, where students 
from local ranches and homesteads 
were picked up.

The school bus driver in 1949 was 
Harold Wearne who lived during the 
week on an old homestead with Jasper 
Joiner and wife. Jasper was the cow-
boy of one of the Jim Parker ranches 
located about one-half mile from the 
old Canelo adobe store. Ronnie and 
Jim Pyeatt drove about five miles down 
from their parents’ old ranch to the 
Canelo store to board the little bus. 
Mr. Weaner then proceeded to the ad-
joining Canelo Canyon to pick up Wag, 
Dick, and little Glenn Schorr (3rd grad-
er), who had walked a mile from their 
parents’ Canelo Hills Ranch. Maralyn 
Parker’s stop was next. Her father, 
Jim, would drive her about three miles 
from their main ranch home.  

The bus ride went on across the 
Houston and Babacomari ranches to 
pick up Nancy Whiteside from their 
ranch that surrounded Elgin on the 

west side. From there it crossed the 
bridge past the still active railroad 
station to meet Elaine Benham (Lind-
sey) from the Schock ranch and Grace 
Townsend (Wystrach) from the Rain 
Valley ranch.

Next stop was Ed Legendre’s 
Sonoita Mercantile for the Sonoita 
area students. Children who lived 
several miles north of the crossroads 
were transported to the Mercantile in 
a van driven by José Urquídes. They 
were Billy Barnett from the Empire 
Ranch; Larry, Lloyd, and Scott Feldman 
from the Feldman homestead; Charlie 
Putnam from the Putnam homestead; 
June and Alice Stoddard from the 
Stoddard ranch; Mike and Carolyn 
(Honnas) Pine; and Linda Hummel 
(Roslund) from the Gene Hummel 
ranch.  

From the Vera Earl Ranch came 
Antonio, Aurelio, and Maria Leon; Billie 
Anna and Dorothy Douglass from the 
Bill Douglass ranch in Gardner Canyon; 
and Freddy and Herman Dojaquez 
from the Dojaquez ranch. Donald 
Honnas walked from the Honnas 
Ranch. 

On the way to Patagonia the bus 
picked up Mary Kellogg from the Frank 
Kellogg ranch and Robert, Bill, and 
Christine Ambrose from the Ambrose 
ranch. Next stops were the Crown C 
ranch to pick up Mercy Jimenez; the 
Rail X ranch for Wally, John, and Jim 
Kolbe; and finally at the railroad cross-
ing at the Lazy RR ranch for Rawson, 

Peter, and Lynne Harmon.  
The bus arrived in Patagonia around 

9a.m. and started its return trip at 
3:30p.m. Dick recalled: “Stopping at 
the Mercantile and Post Office was a 
treat on route home. The older boys 
pumped the gas. We got to look at the 
sheet music for sale to see the words 
of our favorite cowboy songs coming 
out of KLINT radio in Texas/Mexico on 
Saturday nights.” 

Most days the Canelo kids were 
home and doing their chores by 5 
p.m., unless nature intervened. Dick 
recalled a long day in September when 
they arrived at Vaughn Wash on the 
Houston ranch to find it totally flood-
ed. “The bus stopped and tried to turn 
out in the pasture and got stuck. The 

Parkers realized the situation. They 
brought some apples and tried throw-
ing them to us just before dark. The 
flood was too wide. We had to wait 
it out until about 9p.m. when some 
adults using two lariats tied together 
helped walk us through the water. 
Glenn, our brother, rode Wag across. 
We had to then sleep at a neighbor’s 
house until morning. No one had 
telephones so my parents never knew 
where we were. We got fed and some-
how we got some dry clothes to wear 
that night.” 

Special thanks to Linda Hummel 
Roslund who helped recall some of 
the names included in this article.  We 
apologize if we missed anyone - please 
let us know.

By Alison Bunting and Dick Schorr

Glimpses Into Our Past

Artwork by Rhonda Brew

Upside Down
By Patra Kelly



P A G E  1 6           P A T A G O N I A  R E G I O N A L  T I M E S           M A Y  2 0 2 1

What’s your sign? I’m born under 
Sagittarius, the Archer. December. 
Interestingly, Sagittarius is actually part 
of our summer sky, rising in the south-
east in late May. It is one of the twelve 
members of the zodiac, the group of 
constellations that is not only import-
ant in astronomy, but also integral to 
those who follow astrology. So, born in 
winter, I have to wait until summer to 
look for the telltale “teapot.” Strange 
business.

Apparently, the signs of the 
zodiac were first established 
some 3000 years ago. They 

have nothing to do with size or bright-
ness, but rather by where they are 
found in the sky. These 12 are just part 
of the 88 constellations that are recog-
nized by the International Astronomi-
cal Union.  

Some members of the zodiac, like 
Libra and Cancer, contain rather faint 
stars. Others, such as Leo and Taurus, 
are much more easily spotted. How-
ever, all share two characteristics:  
they are more easily observed in the 
opposite season for which they are 
best known, and each has at least one 
star that falls within the ecliptic, the 
apparent path of the sun as seen from 
Earth.  

Clearly, though, it is not the sun 
that is moving across the sky, but 
rather the changing view from our 
own planet as it slowly circles the sun. 
One of my favorite memories from 
childhood is walking from the left field 
flagpole in Yankee Stadium to the far 
corner of right field. The only thing 
that moved was me, yet every part of 

the ballfield seemed to change so dras-
tically and rapidly. Our perspective of 
the sky is determined by the position 
of the Earth on its yearly pass around 
the sun. That’s the astronomical side.

For astrologers, the zodiac holds 
great meaning, for it professes to influ-
ence human affairs. I must confess to 
have read my horoscope many, many 
times, especially on my birthday. If I 
liked what it said I’d yell out, “that’s 
me.” Otherwise, I’d tell myself that tea 
leaves might be a better prognostica-
tor. Since the 1900s researchers have 
shown that astrology, while it might be 
fun, has no scientific basis.

So, let’s head back to Sagittarius. 
Though it is known as the Archer, it 
seems to me to resemble a teapot. 
Aside from its unique configuration, it 
holds several famous objects, including 
two wondrous gas clouds, the Trifid 
and Lagoon Nebulae. You’ll need dark 
skies and a strong telescope to spot 
them, but a Google search will display 
their beauty with just a few taps on a 
keyboard. 

Perhaps more incredibly, astron-
omers have pinpointed the center 

of our galaxy to an area just west of 
teapot’s spout.

You can find Sagittarius most easily 
in May if you’re a very early riser. It 
will be nearly due south just above 
the horizon in the early morning hours 
before dawn. By the end of summer, 
it’ll be visible during the evening.

Most importantly, at least for me, 
Sagittarius’ arrival coincides with the 
change in weather, with the chance to 
spend more time outside at night. It’s 
yet another example of the dichoto-
mies we find in the heavens. We 
Sagittarians celebrate our own arrivals 
in the cold of winter, when the lazy 
days of summer and the dazzling dis-
plays of autumn are behind us.

And yet, here we are in May. Trees 
have given color to the desert. The 
wind no longer sends us inside for 
warmth. Sagittarius’ return beckons us 
to return our gazes to the sky. After a 
year of trauma, it is another gift - like 
the new growth on the mesquites and 
the palo verde - that proves that life 
has again found its way. Sagittarius is, 
indeed, a sign. It says “Welcome Back.”

starstruCk

By Harold Meckler

The Sky Islands region of southeast 
Arizona plays host to over 2000 species 
of plants. Among their ranks are trees, 
shrubs, succulents, vines, grasses, 
ferns, mosses, and herbaceous plants. 
Few of these species regularly grow off 
the ground in other plants - perched 
above terra firma, sometimes high 
above our peering eyes. When these 
species exhibit such proclivities, they 
can truly be called epiphytes - plants 
that grow on other plants but are not 
parasitic on them. While common in 
many tropical areas, this botanical 
phenomenon is exceedingly rare in our 
neck of the woods. 

One might consider many of our 
vines to be epiphytes, as a majority 
do grow up the nearest plant. Poison 
ivy sometimes grows as a robust vine 
up various tree species, especially in 
riparian zones. I’ve seen it as thick as 
my arm, the main stem adorned with 
hairy-looking aerial roots. 

While I shudder at my own youth-
ful misadventures with contact der-
matitis, I now admire the beauty of 
a poison ivy vine artfully winding its 
way up a tall tree. Not only does it 
provide additional shade to us land-
bound creatures, but the fruits are 
highly prized by a wide range of birds 
as well. A number of other vines - wild 
cucumber, morning glories, and Gila 

man root among them - 
also are quasi-epiphytes. 
Their roots, however, 
always seem to be in the 
ground itself, perhaps 
disqualifying them as 
true epiphytes.

Perhaps our strangest 
occasional epiphytes are 
several species of cacti 
that rarely grow in trees 

locally. The most common 
species to accomplish the 

feat are various prickly pears. Giv-
en that their seeds are dispersed by 
fruit-eating mammals and birds, we 
no doubt have them to thank for this 
rather implausible arrangement. The 
first time I saw an aerial cactus was 
high atop a billboard near the 
Chiricahua Mountains. While certainly 
not an epiphytic situation, the scene 
opened my mind to these familiar suc-
culents going airborne. 

Years later, I found myself in 
Barranca del Cobre - Mexico’s famous 
Copper Canyon. There I marveled at a 
wide range of cacti species, including 
prickly pears and more cylindrical spe-
cies, like our hedgehog cacti, perched 
beautifully in a variety of trees. Large 
morpho butterflies and colorful birds 
completed the tropical scene. 

Back in Arizona I soon discovered a 
few prickly pears growing in mesquite 
trees, sometimes within reach. Enough 
soil had apparently accumulated in the 
crotch of the host trees to accommo-
date the cacti. Still, the situation is a 
rare one in our parts - a mere hint of 
the tropics to the south. The same can 
be said of our fern species (particularly 
polypody), mosses, and lichens to a de-
gree, as they too can be epiphytic, but 
most are not bound to the lifestyle. 
Which plant is then in Arizona?

Enter Ball Moss. Though the name 
is decidedly deceiving, this is a flow-
ering plant, not a moss, whose first 
cousin is the more famous Spanish 
moss of the southeastern U.S. Both 
are members of the Bromeliaceae, the 
pineapple family. While many of our 
more tropical species in the Sky Islands 
logically trickle up from the tropics to 
reside in Arizona, ball moss is among 
the few I’m aware of that do so from 
the Caribbean and the deep south of 
the U.S.

Sometimes dubbed an “air plant”, 
ball moss indeed gathers much of its 
moisture from airborne humidity - no 
small accomplishment in arid Arizona! 
Strangely, it almost exclusively grows 
on red-berry (aka one-seed) juniper 
in our parts, though I’ve seen a few 
netleaf hackberries host it as well. 

Sonoita Creek State Natural Area, 
which is nearly at my doorstep, is the 
best place to observe the species, 
including rarely on towering cliffs. Ball 
moss truly hits its stride, however, 
on junipers lurking in shady canyons. 
There it can grow so densely that it 

almost looks like a colony of ball moss 
hosting a juniper instead of the exact 
opposite!

As climate change continues to 
envelop us in a mega-drought, the 
prospects for ball moss and other 
moisture-loving plants is dubious at 
best. So, go now to see this Arizona 
anomaly. If you come upon its mi-
nuscule royal purple flowers or see a 
northern beardless tyrranulet (a tiny 
flycatcher) nesting in a clump of ball 
moss, then count yourself fortunate to 
have virtually traveled to the tropics. 
As for me, I am grateful that I live with-
in easy walking distance of southeast 
Arizona’s only epiphyte.

   
Vincent Pinto and his wife, Claudia, 

run RAVENS-WAY WILD JOURNEYS LLC, 
their Nature Adventure & Conservation 
organization devoted to protecting and 
promoting the unique biodiversity of 
the Sky Islands region. RWWJ offers a 
wide variety of private, custom-made 
courses, birding & biodiversity tours. 
Visit: www.ravensnatureschool.org

Arizona’s Epiphytes

Photo by Vince Pinto
Ball moss growing in a red berry juniper, its most common host
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The Patagonia Union High School FFA received multiple awards at the 2021 
State FFA Competition.

“I’m so proud of these kids,” said 
Tonya St. John, FFA teacher at 
Patagonia Union High School. “Not 
only did they excel at State this spring, 
they did so in areas that were very 
new to them not long ago.”

FFA is an “intracurricular activity”, 
meaning the Club activities go along 
with high school for-credit courses. 
There are seven courses offered at 
PUHS, and many students enroll in 
FFA all four years of their careers. Our 
local FFA teams took first place at the 
State competition Dairy Management 
and Range Management, shining in the 
rigorous written, oral and performance 
tasks. St. John said that in the livestock 
categories, for example, students must 
understand animal husbandry, feed 
rationing, laws and regulations, and 
breed characteristics. 

Range Management team mem-
ber Lalo Aquilar said one part of the 
written test required knowing approx-
imately 50 range plants. He and fellow 
team member, Dylan Jacob agreed, 
“There was a lot of study. We really 
had to work, because we were respon-
sible to our teammates to learn it all.” 
Aguilar achieved the highest score in 
the state on the written test as well. 
Jacob received highest ranking in the 
competition.

In our geographic area, it seems 
fitting that our local kids might excel 
at Range Management. But Dairy 
Management? Another first place 
showing at State. As team member 
Julian Vasquez described it, “We are 
not known for dairy cattle here, so we 
had to travel to Willcox to get hands-
on knowledge for the competition.” 
Vasquez also scored highest in the 
State on the written portion of the 
dairy competition. 

According to St. John, these two 
teams are now qualified for Nation-
als, though the Range Management 
competition has been cancelled, due 
to COVID, and the Dairy competition 

is still up in the air. St. John hopes the 
kids are able to travel to compete in 
Indianapolis in October, saying,  “the 
experience of those kids who have 
gone to Nationals in the past has been 
incredibly valuable, with the kids 
taking advantage of the chance to 
network for future career  and educa-
tional opportunities.”  

Jacob said that leadership is a big 
part of FFA. “In the FFA Projects class 
this year, we took on woodworking. 
We learned by building, and also by 
teaching the freshmen students about 
tool use and care, and how to sand, 
measure, cut, and assemble wood.”

Hannah Young, who took first place 
on the state Job Interviewing test, said, 
“FFA has brought me out of my shell 
over my four years of involvement. I’ve 
been a chapter officer three of those 
years.”

Her twin sister Brianna Young, FFA 
chapter President, has participated 
in many areas, including agricultural 
issues, horse judging, and livestock 
evaluation. She is a member of this 
year’s Dairy Cattle Evaluation team. 
She credits FFA with developing her 
communication and public speaking 
skills. She plans to begin study at the 
University of Arizona School of 
Agriculture and Life Science next year.

According to their teacher, about 
three quarters of this year’s graduating 
seniors are considering ag-related ca-
reers. She cited agricultural business, 
veterinary science, and equine chiro-
practics as examples.  

St. John grew up on a dairy farm in 
Missouri and was very active in FFA. 
After serving as a chapter, then state 
officer, and competing on multiple 
winning teams, she knew that she 
wanted to teach young people about 
agriculture. “I love especially teaching 
the life skills aspects of FFA that I was 
able to benefit from. And the ag indus-
try is so vast and broad; there’s a place 
for everyone.”

PUHS Excels in State FFA 
Competitions By Sarah Klingenstein

2021 PUHS State FFA Competition Results

  Range Management
      1st place Team - National Qualifiers
      Hannah Woodard, Lalo Aguilar. Lizzy Urias, Dylan Jacob
      Individual Rankings
      Dylan Jacob 1st, Lalo Aguilar 3rd, Lizzy Urias 4th, Hannah Woodard 9th             
  
  Dairy Cattle Evaluation
      1st place team - National Qualifiers  
      Brianna Young, Carol Quiroz, Julian Vasquez, Hannah Young
      Individuals rankings
      Brianna Young 2nd, Julian Vasquez  3rd, Hannah Young 5th, 
      Carolina Quiroz 10th,  
  
  Livestock Management 
      2nd place team 
      Brianna Young, Julian Vasquez, Carol Quiroz. Jayla Umfleet
      Individual rankings
      Julian Vasquez 4th, Brianna Young 7th  
 
  Meats Evaluation
      9th place team 
      Tavania Padilla, Tyler Young, Avelina Soto-Murrietta 
  
  Nursery Landscape Management
      5th place team
      Makayla Cocio, Jenny Vasquez , Madison Vines , Sophia Routledge 
      Individual rankings
      Makayla Cocio 10th 

  Individual Written Test Awards
      Julian Vasquez - 1st place Dairy Evaluation high test score
      Hannah Young - 1st place Job Interview high test score
      Lalo Aguilar - 1st place Range Management high test score 

Contributed Photo 
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Open for BusinessOpen for Business
New Business NewsNew Business News

El Pancho Villa Serves 
Mexican Food in Patagonia

Photo by Cynie Murray
Mother and daughter, Clementina Dumont and Stacy Armenta, are off to 
a strong start at El Pancho Villa, despite the challenges of opening in the 
midst of the pandemic.

Patagonia has a new Mexican 
restaurant in town. El Pancho Villa, the 
freshly painted red and yellow building 
located at 328 Naugle Ave. opened 
its doors on January 24, 2021 and has 
been well received by the local com-
munity. 

Owners Clementina Dumont and 
Stacy Armenta, a mother and daughter 
team, jumped in with both feet after 
getting encouragement from Clemen-
tina’s husband Kevin Dumont. “What 
made us decide to start a restaurant 
was my mom's husband,” Stacy said. 
“Kevin suggested the town needed 
some Mexican food. We were original-
ly planning on buying a food truck. We 
never thought it was going to turn into 
an actual restaurant dine-in place. 

We always stayed positive even 
though we knew deep down that 
this was a bad time to open a new 
business. My stepdad trusted us and 
helped us get started on this dream. If 
it wasn’t for him we would not be here 
today.”  

Clementina and Kevin moved to 
Patagonia in September 2020 from 
Tucson. Not long after, Stacy, still in 

Tucson with her son, made the move 
to Patagonia hoping to be closer to 
her family, feeling a bit lonely without 
them. Kevin frequently encouraged 
Stacy and Clementina to share their 
delicious family recipes and Mexican 
dishes with the community. Now they 
are doing just that. 

The most popular items on the 
menu are the carne asada tacos and 
burros. All tacos are served with cab-
bage, tomatoes, onion, cilantro salsa 
and a grilled jalapeno on the side. The 
brown mole, a mild, not spicy version 
made from an original recipe passed 
down from Stacy's grandmother has 
also been a big hit with the locals.

Clementina and Stacy are enjoying 
whipping up their family favorites and 
sharing them with the community. 
“The best part has been seeing this 
place change and grow and see all our 
customers happy,” Stacy said. “We 
love this town and we are not planning 
on going anywhere.” 

El Pancho Villa’s menu items range 
in price from $2.75 to $8.00. Breakfast 
and lunch are served from 6:00a.m. 
to 4p.m. Tuesdays - Sundays.They are 
closed Mondays. 

Readers familiar with Harold 
Meckler’s astronomy column in the 
PRT might expect that his new book 
“Chasing Light, and Darkness” would 
take place among the stars, or at least 
at an observatory, but in this case, 
light and darkness do not refer to the 
night skies and stars. Instead, Meckler 
takes his readers into a world of politi-
cal intrigue and a dystopian scenario of 
the effects of climate change. 

The narrator, and main protagonist, 
of the story is Sgt. Harry Zuca, a marine 
MP tasked with a secret mission to 
discover who is behind a series of mur-
ders along the U.S. Mexico border. He 
enlists the aid of his best friend, Jason 
Broker, a brilliant physicist who is hop-
ing to find enlightenment by making 
time disappear. 

Broker lives in a run-down farm 
near Casa Grande and conducts his 
secret experiments in an isolated barn 
that becomes a hideout for the char-
acters as Zuca uncovers a widespread 
plot to gain control of the 
world, starting with a take-
over of the drug cartels in 
Mexico. 

As Zuca follows clues 
from the west coast to New 
Jersey and back, he en-
counters Dr. Sega, a scien-
tist from the University of 
Arizona who is sounding the 
alarm about climate change, 
two women in danger 
because of their association 
with one of the victims, 
as well as politicians, and 
thugs. He is also exposed to 

the physicists Heisenberg, Feynmann 
and Planck, as Broker shares his enthu-
siasm for the principles of physics that 
are driving his secret experiment. 

Zuca’s quest to find answers to the 
series of murders will keep readers 
engaged, even those with little inter-
est in physics. Meckler brings a cast of 
interesting characters to the story, and 
has inserted enough action and dead 
bodies to satisfy fans of political thrill-
ers and mysteries. Broker, as a sort 
of mad scientist laboring away in his 
secret lab, is an effective foil for Zuca, 
the man of action, and both charac-
ters, as well as Broker’s invention, 
play an important role in uncovering 
the conspiracy that threatens global 
stability.  

Although the plot strays into sci-
ence fiction, the threat to global secu-
rity that Meckler warns us about is all 
too real. As an example of the effects 
of global warming, Dr. Sega describes 
the future of the Middle East, saying, 
“The Middle East is going to undergo 
grave consequences. Its deserts will 
grow. The temperature will become 
even hotter… Agriculture will suffer. 
As a result, rural populations will move 
to the cities and disrupt balances that 
have been in place for years. Then, as 
more and more nations move to green 
energy sources, the price of petroleum 
will decrease, leaving governments 
with less money to address new issues 
as they arise.”

Meckler does offer some hope for 
the future of the planet. In the end, 
the conspiracy is thwarted. The ques-
tion of whether we are too late to save 
the planet hangs over the book, but 
Zuca concludes that “We could change 
everything if we simply chose to.”

By Marion Vendituoli

bOOk reView: “Chasing 
Light, and darkness.” 

By Nisa Talavera
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LET’S COOK With the Elgin/Sonoita Cowbelles
MOJO BEEF KABOBS

Steak cubes are threaded on skewers with lime and onion then grilled to per-
fection. A sauce of citrus, herbs and spices provides the finishing touch.
INGREDIENTS:
• 1 beef top sirloin steak boneless, (about 1 pound)
• 1 teaspoon coarse grind black pepper
• 1 large lime, cut into 8 wedges
• 1 small red onion, cut into 8 thin wedges
• 1 container grape or cherry tomatoes (about 10 ounces)
MOJO SAUCE:
• 1/4 cup fresh orange juice
• 1/4 cup fresh lime juice
• 3 tablespoons finely chopped fresh oregano
• 3 tablespoons olive oil
• 2 tablespoons finely chopped fresh parsley
• 1 teaspoon ground cumin
• 1 teaspoon minced garlic
• 3/4 teaspoon salt

COOKING:
1. Whisk Mojo Sauce ingredients in small bowl. Set aside.
2. Cut beef Top Sirloin Steak into 1-1/4 inch pieces; season with pepper.
3. Alternately thread beef with lime and onion wedges evenly onto four 12-
inch metal skewers. Thread tomatoes evenly onto four separate 12-inch metal 
skewers.
4. Grill tomato kabobs, covered, about 2 to 4 minutes or until slightly soft-
ened, turning occasionally. Grill beef kabobs, covered, 8 to 10 minutes (over 
medium heat on preheated gas grill 9 to 11 minutes) for medium rare (145°F) 
to medium (160°F) doneness, turning once.
Serve kabobs drizzled with sauce.

The Elgin/Sonoita Cowbelles are part of the Santa Cruz County Cowbelles, 
organized in 1947, consisting of the Elgin/Sonoita andTubac/Amado locals. 
The Cowbelles promote cattle ranching. To learn more about Cowbelles, visit 
the Patagonia Museum.

Volunteers load cardboard to be recycled at the Patagonia Recycling Task 
Force event held April 24 behind the Patagonia Post Office. Over 50 people 
brought cardboard filling three trucks, two trailers and a van. The next recy-
cling event will be held May 22 from 9 -11 at the same location. Only clean, 
rinsed glass will be accepted.

Photo by Robert Gay

LITTER IS  PREVENTABLE!LITTER IS  PREVENTABLE!

experienced rising food prices and 
shortages. “We have had to adapt 
and work extra hard to keep all of our 
menu items available,” she wrote.

Following COVID guidelines for 
restaurants presented challenges for 
the staff. “ Working in a restaurant is 
very physically taxing. It’s like a six - 
seven-hour workout. Can you imagine 
exercising for six hours straight wear-
ing a mask? It has been tough on our 
staff!” Luckily, she reported that the 
restaurant was able to retain most of 
the staff during the pandemic. 

She did not feel that there had 
been much support from county, state 
or the federal government in dealing 
with the pandemic. “It has been tough 
– we’ve sort of been on our own to 
figure a lot of this out,” she said.

Allen is grateful to the local com-
munity for their patronage over the 
last year. “Loyal customers support-
ed us by buying takeout and grocery 
items during the mandatory shutdown 
last March and April. People under-
stand that the service industry has 
been hit hard over the last year and 
they are eating out when they can 
and taking great care of servers with 
generous tips,” she wrote. 

“We have worked hard to make it 
through a very tough year. Our em-
ployees rose to every challenge we 
asked them to meet to make our cus-
tomers feel welcome and safe. It has 
not been easy, but we are grateful that 
our customers have continued to value 
our product and what we provide the 
community.”

Copper Brothel Brewery
“Every part of our daily operations 

changed since March 2020,” 
Monika Jesser, marketing manager of 
the Copper Brothel Brewery, wrote in 
response to the PRT survey. “COVID 
has brought many challenges for our 
business, from adjusting our business 
plan to be strictly takeout, to increas-
ing sanitization efforts, rising costs for 
gloves, protein, and cleaning products, 
items being unavailable through our 
vendors, and now we are  looking to 
fill positions throughout the restaurant 
with the sudden increase in volume  
and decrease in available help,” she 
wrote. “We still continue to experi-
ence increased food costs and shortag-
es, especially with proteins.”  

The restaurant was 100% takeout 
during the six-week shelter in place 
phase of the pandemic, she report-
ed, decreasing to 30%  of sales after 
the dining room could reopen. That 
percentage “continued to decrease as 
time went on,” according to Jesser.

The Brewery did adapt their menu 
during the pandemic “to fit the climate 
surrounding the pandemic and  guide-
lines at the time,” she noted. “Most of 
our staff was furloughed but returned 
once dine-in services were able to  
resume. As volume has picked up, we 
are now experiencing staffing issues,” 
she wrote. 

Jesser echoed the other restau-
rants’ praise for the community sup-
port the received. “The local communi-
ty was very supportive throughout the 
pandemic,” she wrote. “We were so  
fortunate to see so many familiar faces 
stopping by for food and beer to go.”

Restaurants (Cont.)

Photo by Robert Gay
New neighbors in Patagonia: A herd of twenty buffalo have taken up 
residence at the Rail X Ranch. 



This month the PRT concludes our series of profiles of the PUHS senior class of 2021. 

Dylan Jacob
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Senior SpotlightsSenior Spotlights

Participation in school clubs and 
sports: Soccer, baseball, and basketball 
for three years and FFA for four years. 
Extra-curricular activities outside of 
school: I work for Sonoita Fencing and 
I attend E & M Aviation Services where 
I am obtaining my private pilot license.
Plans for next year: Working and con-
tinuing my flight education.
Favorite teachers: Mrs. Hayes. 
Amanda Zamudio was a fun teacher.
Favorite subjects: Ag with Amanda 
Zamudio
Which one memory will you remem-
ber forever about your time here? 
Freshman FFA banquet, getting the 
award for being the quietest kid and 
then sophomore year getting the 
award for being the loudest. 
What has been the highlight of your 
high school years? Making it to the 
3rd round of State for basketball. Go 
Lobos!
Where do you imagine yourself in ten 
years? I will be living in Alaska and will 
own my own bush plane. I will have my 
own successful hunting guide business. 
I hope to be married with kids. 

Esteban Guzman
Participation in school clubs and 
sports:  Radio broadcasting, tennis, 
soccer.
Extra-curricular activities outside of 
school: Med- start
Plans for next year: School and work 
Favorite teachers: Mrs. Hayes, Mr. 
Hayes, Lemons, Mr. Melonson, Daniel 
Codding
Favorite subjects: Writing, biology/
chemistry, history (all of them), lunch
Which one memory will you remem-
ber forever about your time here? 
Walking to lunch or breakfast and 
staring at the beautiful view of Red 
Mountain, then playing magic with 
Dylan and Gideon.
What has been the 
highlight of your high 
school years? The peo-
ple I've met and the 
experiences I've had
Where do you imagine 
yourself in ten years? 
A doctor with a clinic 
that is really affordable 
and accessible by 
poorer communities 

Sean Fleder
Participation in school clubs and 
sports: Tennis
Plans for next year: Taking a gap year.
Favorite teachers: Mrs. Hayes, Mr. 
Guddenkauf
Favorite subjects: History
Which one memory will you remem-
ber forever about your time here? The 
time Mr. Schrieber told me to pick up 
the balls during tennis practice.
What has been the highlight of your 
high school years? My senior year 
even though it was all online.
Where do you imagine yourself in ten 
years? In the military.

Jami Peterson
Participation in school clubs and 
sports: I was in chess for half a season 
as manager at one point in high school.
Extra-curricular activities outside of 
school: Farmers Market !! Some PYEC 
things. 
Plans for next year: Become a tattoo 
artist!
Favorite teachers: All of them! 
Favorite subjects: English & science
Where do you imagine yourself in ten 
years? As a Tattoo Artist

Splash your summer 
with Talavera color

260	Naugle	Ave.	Patagonia,	AZ	85624	
Open	Friday,	Saturday,	Sunday	-	10	to	5	
graycesgiCandcandleshop.com

from Mexico

Gra
yce’

s

Local, Organic & Natural Grocery
Open 7 days a week - 10 am to 5 pm

347 McKeown Avenue, Patagonia, AZ 
520-394-2786

• Local grass-fed beef & produce 

• Local coffee, honey & crafts 

• Gelato, imported cheese, CBD 

• Bulk beans, grains & flour 

• Vegan & gluten-free foods 

• Case price discounts!

LOCAL NATURAL MEATS AND EGGS

Ukulele, Guitar,  Ukulele, Guitar,  
Native Flute SalesNative Flute Sales  

Homegrown InstrumentsHomegrown Instruments

Zach FarleyZach Farley

Beginning LessonsBeginning Lessons

520 -216- 0258520 -216- 0258
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Julian Vasquez
Participation in school clubs and 
sports: Basketball,Soccer, Baseball, 
FFA 
Extra-curricular activities outside of 
school: 4-H
Plans for next year: Attend a universi-
ty and pursue a chiropractic degree.
Favorite teachers: Mr. Porter, Mr. 
Hayes, Mrs. Hayes
Favorite subjects: FFA and mathemat-
ics
Which one memory will you remem-
ber forever about your time here? 
Winning a banner in basketball my 
senior year.
What has been the highlight of your 
high school years? Being every teach-
er's favorite student.
Where do you imagine yourself in 
ten years? Living my best life as a 
chiropractor with my own business.

Jocelyn Webb
Participation in school clubs and 
sports: Tennis and volleyball. 
Extra-curricular activities outside of 
school: Being a cool person.
Plans for next year: I plan on having 
my own apartment and going to 
Cochise Community College. 
Favorite teachers: Definitely Mrs. 
Hayes
Favorite subjects: The ones I don’t 
have to do the assignments in. :) 
Which one memory will you remem-
ber forever about your time here? 
Mrs. Hayes rapping to Tupac.
What has been the highlight of your 
high school years? Seeing myself grow 
over the years to becoming an adult. 
Where do you imagine yourself in ten 
years? Hopefully having a family or 
considering it, completing college, and 
being a paramedic.

 

The first 4-H club was formed in 
1902 to  provide agricultural education 
for rural youth. These early clubs ap-
plied the “learn by doing” philosophy 
4-H embodies today. The University 
of Arizona 4-H Youth Development 
Program provides quality youth educa-
tion by building positive relationships 
and life skills. Members build life skills 
through 4-H by learning teamwork, 
time management, problem solving 
skills, public speaking, financial plan-
ning and budgeting. 4-H members 
develop a deep love for agriculture and 
citizenship. 

The Santa Cruz County Mustang 4-H 
club has always had dedicated volun-
teers and the torch is being passed 
along to new leaders this year. New 
volunteers include Club Leaders: Dusti 
Prentice and Leigh Cheatham; Clover-
buds, Cami Schlappy; beef and horse, 
Kristin Tomlinson; market goat, Dusti 
Prentice; dairy cow, dog and cooking, 
Jennifer Keith; swine, Lacy Beyer and 
Stacy Scouten; lamb, Richard 
McPherson; dairy and pack goat, Leisa 
George; small stock, Audrey Reece and 
Heidi Gonzales; and Summer King as a 
club volunteer. 

Working alongside our project 
leaders, we have club officers who 
build skill in communication, public 
speaking, organization and leadership 

through their service: Ryan Anderson - 
President, McKenzie Beyer - Vice Pres-
ident, Daniel Lindsey - Secretary, Ben 
Baez - Treasurer, Cash Keith - Sergeant 
Of Arms, and Rori Prentice and Laura 
Keith - Community Outreach/Friend-
ship Officers.

The Mustang Club is invested in 
giving back to the community who 
support us. Our club will be working to 
beautify and maintain the Fairgrounds 
and will be reaching out to our com-
munity members who need a helping 
hand with yard work, fence mending 
or other odd jobs in order to instill a 
service-based mindset that reflects 
the values of 4-H. As 4-H members, we 
pledge our head to clearer thinking, 
our heart to greater loyalty, our hands 
to larger service, and our health to bet-
ter living, for our club, our community, 
our country and our world.

 This year we have many fundraising 
opportunities available to our com-
munity. We invite you and your family 
to come have some fun and meet our 
hard-working members while support-
ing your local Mustang Club. On Satur-
day, May 1, from 9a.m. to 3p.m.,  visit 
the Community Rummage Sale and 
Chicken Poop Bingo event at the Derby 
Day Celebration at the Sonoita Fair-
grounds. We are accepting donations 
for our 4-H sale table, or purchase a 
table for $20 to sell your items. Our 
bingo raffle is $5 per square. Squares 
can be purchased in advance or the 
day of the event. For more information 
contact Jennifer Keith at 520-286-
6659. 

On Friday, June 4 we are hosting a 
Community Bingo Night at the Fair-
grounds from 6p.m. to 8p.m. Hot dogs, 

popcorn, snacks and drinks will 
be available for purchase. Bingo 
Cards are $2 each with blackout 
bingo showdown to conclude 
the night.  

Saturday, June 26, we are 
introducing the first annual 
“Livestock Activity Day,” build-
ing skills in showmanship, goal 
setting, communication, nutri-
tion, grooming and husbandry. 
The camp is open to all 4-H 
members of Santa Cruz County 
who show livestock. 

  For more information about 
the Mustang 4-H Club, please 
contact club leaders Dusti 
Prentice at drdprentice@email.
arizona.edu or Leigh Cheatham 
at superdestiny@aol.com. You 
can also follow Mustang 4-H 
Club on Facebook.

Editor’s note: 15-year-old 
Cash Keith and 16-year-old 
Daniel Lindsey are club officers 
of the Mustang 4-H Club. Look 
for future articles in the PRT 

Get To Know The Mustang 
4-H Club By Cash Keith and Daniel Lindsey
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CalendarCalendar
CHURCH SERVICESEVENTS

May 1: Santa Cruz County Fair and 
Rodeo Assoc: Derby Party 2:00p.m - 
8:30p.m. 

May 1: 4-H Rumage Sale Fundrais-
er 9a.m.-3p.m. Sonoita Fairgrounds 
Gardner Hall. Jennifer for more info 
520-286-6659

May 1: 1st Annual Softball Tourna-
ment. Sonoita Fairgrounds: 9a.m.

May 1: Border Patrol Appreciation 
Day: At the VIne Church. For more in-
formation call Gardenia 602-292-1616

May 2: Don and Doris Wenig Art Sale. 
Cady Hall 11a.m.-3p.m. Social distanc-
ing and masks please. Contact  Mary 
Louise Luna at 520-909-7559 mllu-
na@cfaz.org

May 5: Cienega Watershed Partner-
ship. 12p.m.-1p.m. lunch and Learn 
Zoom meeting ID 846 5850 4052 Pass-
code: Cienega

May 5: Film Screening of 
“Undeterred” Fundraiser event for 
People Helping People. 7p.m. Sug-
gested donation $10 per person. Wed 
7p.m. 220 Harshaw Road, Patagonia 
(White Residence). Outdoor screen-
ing, masks please for common areas. 
Email Shelley at mlwhite@bc.edu 
ahead of time to RSVP and for addi-
tional information 

May 8: KPUP Luau 4:30 -9p.m. Cady 
Hall. Tickets for dinner and band $20 
include a drink ticket.Tickets for band 
only or for child’s dinner, $10 and 
includes a drink ticket. Hawaiian shirts 
sold in front of Global Arts Gallery the 
two weeks before the event.

May 8: The Sonoita-Elgin-Canelo Com-
munity and Friends to host a recep-
tion honoring Chief Joseph DeWolf. 
10a.m.-12p.m. For more info email 
Susan Day at mtnridinglady@yahoo.
com

May 16: SCFPA presents String Quartet 
Chamber Music at 2p.m. Concert can 
be viewed on the SCFPA Facebook/
website under performances. www.
scfpapresents.org www.scfpapresents.
org/performance-schedule

June 4: Community Bingo Night at 
the Fairgrounds from 6p.m. to 8p.m. 
Hosted by Mustang 4-H Club. Hot 
dogs, popcorn, snacks and drinks will 
be available for purchase. 

June 5: The Patagonia Fire Dept to 
host The Burger Burn fundraiser at 
11a.m. Prices are $10 per plate. This is 
a drive-thru fundraising event. 

SPECIAL INTERESTS

Canelo Cowboy Church 14 
McCarthy Lane, Elgin 520-604-
6990. Sunday Service: 8:30a.m. 
Sunday School: 10a.m. 

Patagonia Community United  
Methodist Church In-person 
Sunday service 10a.m. Services 
will continue to be broadcasted to 
KPUP 100.5 as well. Several other 
services are being offered through-
out the week. Call or email church 
office for more info. 520-394-2274 
patagoniaumc@gmail.com

St. Therese of Lisieux Catholic 
Church 222 Third Ave., 
Patagonia In-Person Service re-
sumed. Call for time & schedule 
520-394-2954

Sonoita Hills Community Church 
52 Elgin Rd., Elgin Sunday 
Service: 10a.m.

Sonoita Bible Church 3174 N. Hwy 
83, Sunday Service: 10:30a.m.
Youth Group: 2nd & 4th Wed. 

VINE Christian Church 3107 Hwy 
83, Sonoita Sunday Service: 10a.m 
Cafe, 10:30a.m. service

St. Andrews Episcopal Church
969 W. County Club Dr. Nogales 
Services are weekly, however times 
changes frequently. Visit 
standrewsaz.org for additional info.

Quaker Worship Group, 
Meets via Zoom. Contact Janice 
Pulliam if interested 
706-614-6959

Our Lady of the Angels Catholic 
Church 12 Los Encinos Rd., 
Sonoita 520-394-2954 Sat 
10:30a.m. 5:30p.m. Sunday Mass: 
8a.m.

AA: Alcoholics Anonymous
In person meetings weekly
Tuesdays at 7PM at
The Sonoita Bible Church
 3174 N. Highway 83, Sonoita.
Social distancing honored
This meeting is also on Zoom
at 544 376 9576 (no password re-
quired) 

Overeaters Anonymous: Thurs 
6:30p.m. Fragrance-free meeting.          
Patagonia United Methodist Church.    
520 404-3490. Has moved online.

Alanon (for family and friends of 
alcoholics): Patagonia Community 
Methodist Church, Wed, 6p.m. on-
line on Zoom. Call 315-516-5998

NEW Adult Children of Alcoholics 
(ACA): Methodist Church, Tues, 
6p.m. Online on Zoom. Call 315-516-
5998.

CHOP (Community Homes of 
Patagonia, Inc.): Board meeting 3rd. 
Mon. at 5:30p.m. in Town Council 
Room.

Patagonia Town Council: 
Meet the @nd and 4th Weds. of the 
month. 7p.m. in Town Council Room. 
Public ivited. CDC Guidelines will be 
followed.

Rotary Club: 2nd & 4th Thurs. 
5:30p.m. has moved online. Info: Sue 
520-990-4648.  

Senior Citizens of Patagonia’s Board 
of Directors: 2nd Mon. 3p.m. at the 
Senior Center. Senior Center Dining 
Hall is closed.

The Constitutional Conservatives of 
Southern AZ Club Meeting: 6:30p.m. 
every 3rd Thursday of the month, 
Sonoita Bible Church. All are wel-
come.

The Santa Cruz County Democratic 
Party Meeting: every 3rd Sat. of the 
month, 9:30a.m. has moved online.

Community Youth Bible Hang Out: 
at the Sonoita Bible Church. 2nd 
and 4th Wed. April Anderson at 
andeap@msn.com, 520-508-2502 or 
Steve Lindsey at 520-559-0155. 

MEETINGS

Patagonia Senior Center Closed 
for indoor dining. Fresh-cooked 
meals Available to pick up, Mon - 
Fri 12p.m. -1p.m. At the Patagonia 
Senior Center. 

Sr. Citizens of Patagonia Van Ser-
vice: Medical transportation, Mon - 
Fri for seniors & disabled by appoint-
ment only. Info: 520-394-2494.
 
Santa Cruz County Native Plant So-
ciety (SCCNPS) Meetings held on the 
third Thurs. of the month. 6:00p.m. 
-7:30p.m. Meeting ID is: 874 9175 
9629. Questions or considerations, 
email Robin at crobint60@gmail.
com

Sonoita Farmers Market: Saturdays  
9a.m.-12p.m. Located at post office 
parking lot, NW corner Hwy 82 & 83

Patagonia Farmers Market: 
Thursday-Spring/Summer hrs 9a.m 
- 12p.m. In front of Red Mountain 
Foods 

Flea Market at Heart of Gold 
Antiques: First Sat of every month. 
10a.m. - 2p.m. Free to set up. Call 
520-394-0199 for any additional 
information. 

Patagonia Commmunity United 
Methodist Church Thrift Shop -
Re-opening Mar. 5th and 6th from 
10-2p.m. Please note it may not be 
every weekend. Look for thrift shop 
signs and flags. Items will be located 
in Thurber Hall. 

East SCC Community Food Bank:
Every Monday from 10:30a.m. - 
11:30a.m. Distribution of fresh 
vegetables at the Senior Center in 
Patagonia through vegetable season. 

Sonoita Produce on Wheels: every 
3rd Saturday of the month, 10a.m. 
VINE Church (previously Harvest 
Christian) Contact Gardenia for more 
info 602-292-6161.

Patagonia Museum: Open. Hours 
2p.m.-4p.m. Thursdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays. www.thepatagoniamuse-
um.org for more info.

Email prtasted@gmail.com
with any event 

updates you would like 
listed. 

EVENTS

June 13: American Red Cross Blood 
Drive. 10a.m.-3p.m. at the Our Lady 
of Angels Church. 22 Los Encinos Rd. 
Sonoita. Must pre-register at www.
redcrossblood.org



 Mon:             7:00pm to 8:00pm: eTown repeat of Saturday’s show. 
 Tues:             10:00am to 12:00pm: World Jazz with Mark Berg 
                  7:00pm to 9:00pm: Jazz and Blues with Fred Hansen 
 Wed:            Wednesday, 3pm: Jackson’s 10 Songs 
                        7:00pm to 10pm: Sean Alexander show 
 Thurs:           7:00pm to 10:00pm: Possibility Explorers. 
              “Celebrating the Evening of Mushkil Gusha, the Remover of All Difficulties.” Hosted by Graves 
 Fri:                 7:00pm to 9:00pm: Hook’s Sunken Roadhouse 
 Sat:                12:00pm to 1:00pm: eTown - “Educate, entertain and inspire listeners through music and 
   conversation” 
 Sun:               10:00am: Patagonia Community United Methodist Church service 
              6:00pm to 8:00pm: Acoustic Café  “Today’s great songwriting talents. A bit of country, rock, blues, folk, pop” 
                   8:00pm to 10:00pm: Folk Alley  “Folk Music Radio from WKSU-FM in Kent, OH” 
 Daily Shows: Swing Hour: 5:00pm to 6:00pm /Best of the Oldies: 1:00pm to 2:00am/ Feature Story News (FSN.com) Mon – Fri. 8 am.,    
              12pm and 6pm,  Sat. 8am & 6pm, Sun. at 8am /  Patagonia Weather Forecast: Every odd hour.

KPUP Broadcast Schedule - SPRING 2021

P A G E  2 3           P A T A G O N I A  R E G I O N A L  T I M E S           M A Y  2 0 2 1

ClassifiedsClassifieds
HELP WANTED

ARE YOU A COMPASSIONATE AND QUALIFIED CAREGIVER AND LOOKING 
FOR WORK? 

Please contact Patagonia Assisted Care Agency 520-604-8179 
or fill out an application online at www.carepatagonia.com 

SONOITA SELF STORAGE+RV/BOAT STORAGE RENTALS 
5x10, 10 x 10,10x 20. 520-455-9333 or 520-455-4641.

FOR RENT

MISCELLANEOUS

TRAILER FOR RENT
Trailer for Family in Patagonia $300/month 

520-394-2007

FOR SALE

PATAGONIA RENTAL INCLUDES ALL UTILITIES
Furnished, Very Clean and available now. Easy In and easy out.

520 678 1011

Molly Anderson - M.D.

Timothy R. Penniston 
F.N.P - C

Appointments: 281-1550  •  101 Taylor Street  •  mariposachc.net

Family medicine
Daily pharmacy delivery       
All insurances welcome 
Eligibility and enrollment                           

Y�r

Y�r family is �r family

assistance  
(please call for an appointment)

WHISPER’S SANCTUARY IS SEEKING EXPERIENCED ANIMAL CARETAKERS 
Couple with RV preferred. 520-455-9246.  Start date negotiable.

WANTED: PERSON OF QUALITY, INTEGRITY AND RELIABILITY 
Seeking household managerial or horse caretaker position to include room and 

wage. Part-time caretaker negotiable. Contact prrwnd@yahoo.com

BARN HELP WANTED 4-5 DAYS A WEEK:  
feed hay, water, pick up manure for 2 horses.  Approx. 1 hr./day $20./day.  

Located in Sonoita 1 mile south of Fairgrounds.  Call:  520-975-9920.

FOR SALE: TROY-BILT LAWN TRACTOR
 $500 Call (520) 455-9286 and leave message



 

 

  
PATAGONIA: 327 McKeown Ave., next to Gathering Grounds  520-394-2120 

SONOITA: Corner of Hwys 82 & 83, next to Post Office  520-455-5235  

www.buysonoita.com  

Jean Miller 
Co-Owner, General Manager 
Direct 520-508-3335                     
jeanmiller@longrealty.com             

Carol Ford 
Co-Owner, Designated Broker 
Direct 520-604-0162 
cford@longrealty.com 

Download FREE Long Realty App for instant Arizona real estate active listings, pending sales and recently sold properties.         MAY 2021 

$649,000

MLS  # 21930138    44+  ACRES 
Privacy with WOW views.  5475 with 2 living units. Sun-
room, bonus room, courtyard, garage,  loads of storage.  
3Bd/3Ba. Private well.  JEAN MILLER 502 508-3335 

   CROWN C  MOUNTAIN VIEW ESTATE  

 $225,000 

MLS # 22100804   18.01 PRISTINE ACRES 
Spectacular land with 360 degree views! Hign on a ridge 
with several lovely building sites.  Private,  with no HOA, 
gentle deed restrictions. SAMANTHA SHORE 602 743-7833 

$559,000 

JUST LISTED!       4.16 ACRES 
This ranch home has been transformed. 3567 sf, 4Bd/3Ba, 
gourmet kitchen, beamed ceiling, guest quarters.  Bring 
the chickens and pets.  JEAN MILLER 520 508-3335 

$149,000

MLS # 21622738     41.7 ACRES 
379 Circulo Montana. Bring your horses!  Next to State 
land with wow views of Sonoita Creek marshland. Private  
Well, electricity at lot line.       JEAN MILLER 520 508-3335 

$425,000 

MLS # 22104300   316 NAUGLE AVENUE 
Great Location w/high visibility in center of Patagonia.  
Ready to go for retail/business.  Back apt w/2Bd/1Ba can 
be rented separately.   SAMANTHA SHORE 602 743-7833 

$497,000 

MLS # 22110657     297 DUQUESNE AVE. 
Well maintained home in the heart ot town.  2262 sf, 
3Bd/2.5Ba, fireplace. Built by Patagonia’s legendary Dr. 
Mock.  On 2  town lots. BARBARA HARRIS 602 826-4026 

$339,500 

MLS # 22019085  149 ROADRUNNER LANE  
Double lot, out of the floodplain with views of Red Mtn.  
2Bd/2Ba, split floor plan, island kitchen, granite counters, 
high ceilings, 2 car garage.  JEAN MILLER 520 508-3335 

 $79,000 

MLS # 22007944   9.42 ACRES 
11 Camino del Corral, just off Elgin’s winery row.  Fenced 
on 3 sides, solar gate,.  Several possible building sites, out 
of the flood plain.  JEAN MILLER   520 508-3335 

$195,000 

MLS # 21815882     BUILT IN 1910 
9 W. Bagley Drive.  Remote location in Patagonia Mtns. 
1379 sf, mud adobe cabin w/3Bd/1Ba.  Charming rock 
studio, & outbuildings. BARBARA HARRIS 602 826-4026 

   TOP OF THE WORLD VIEWS ON 18 ACRES COUNTRY LIVING NEAR PATAGONIA 

PANORAMIC VIEWS —LAKE PATAGONIA COMMERCIAL OPPORTUNITY     THE BEST IN PATAGONIA LIVING 

BRAND NEW HOME  IN  PATAGONIA   ELGIN WINE COUNTRY  ACREAGE MINER’S CABIN IN WASHINGTON CAMP  


