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Final Permit Issued for Rosemont Mine 
In a controversial decision on 

March 8, 2019, the South Pacific 
Division of the U.S. Army Corps 

of Engineers in San Francisco, California issued the 
last required permit to construct the Rosemont Mine 
in the Santa Rita Mountains southeast of Tucson. 

This permit is the latest blow to environmental 
groups, including Save the Santa Ritas, and various 
indigenous tribes who have actively opposed the 
proposed open pit copper mine. Hudbay Minerals, 
the parent company of Rosemont, owns 900 acres 
of private land. In addition, the mine will use 3328 
acres in the Coronado National Forest. 

The recent Record Of Decision (ROD) is in contrast 
to the previous public notice given in July 2016 by 
the District Corps of Los Angeles which denied the 
Clean Water Act Sec 404 permit to the Rosemont 
mine. The ROD, written by the Federal branch of 
the Corps, overturns the district decision for the 
following reasons: lack of jurisdiction of the Corps to 
assess groundwater impact; the updated mitigation 
plan submitted by Hudson Bay; and the anticipated 
economic benefit at the state and national level of 
the proposed mine.

Save the Santa Ritas wrote, “The permit autho-
rizes Hudbay to dump millions of tons of poten-
tially toxic mine wastes on more the 2,500 acres of 
Coronado National Forest. The waste rock and mine 
tailings will obliterate desert washes and streams 
that provide significant recharge to the ground water 
supplies relied upon by residents of the Tucson met-
ropolitan area.”

However, the ROD states, “the effects of the 
proposed operations of the mine, including full 
excavation of the mine pit, are not within the Corps' 
purview…The Corps' scope…extends only to those 
direct, secondary, and cumulative effects associated 
with the discharge of fill material into waters of the 
U.S., including direct, secondary, and cumulative 
effects to surface water quantity and quality. Any 
effects related to the excavation of the mine pit, 
including those related to groundwater quantity or 
quality, are outside of the Corps' scope.” “The Corps 
declines to exercise jurisdiction where none exists, 
including the operation of the mine and its associ-
ated impacts on groundwater. This will disappoint 
many.”

The Corps recognized that there will be both tem-
porary and permanent detrimental effects because 
of mining activity. However, the ROD repeatedly 
iterates that many of these concerns are outside the 
purview of the Corps. They acknowledge that there 
will be “temporary detrimental effects to conser-
vation, general environmental concerns and safety; 

permanent detrimental effects 
to aesthetics, historic properties, 
and recreation.” It also states that 
the mining will beneficially impact 
economics, wetlands, flood haz-
ards, and floodplain values. 

Compensatory Mitigation Plan
Historically both the EPA and 

the previous Corps decision 
discredited the mitigation plans 
offered by Hudbay. Now the Corps 
seems satisfied with the updated 
(2017) Hudbay plan which in-
cludes compensatory mitigation 
“activities on the Sonoita Creek 
Ranch and Rail X Ranch sites and 
the removal of four stock tanks 
near the proposed mine site.” 
(Corps ROD) 

The proposed compensatory 
mitigation is within the floodplain 
of Sonoita Creek and Hudbay is 
required to receive local approval for 
their activities. The Corps decided to provide com-
pensatory mitigation credit to Hudbay for Sonoita 
Creek because it has been defined by the Arizona 
Game and Fish Department (AGFD) as a valuable 
wildlife corridor. 

The Corps requires Hudbay to do the following 
at Sonoita Creek to “compensate for the loss of 
waters of the U.S.” because of the proposed mine: 
“Rehabilitation of 61.54 acres of Sonoita Creek and 
its tributaries; Enhancement of 6.0 acres of Sonoi-
ta Creek Ranch ponds; Re-establishment of 34.58 
acres of Sonoita Creek channel buffer; Rehabilita-
tion of 6.22 acres of Sonoita Creek channel buffer; 
Enhancement and preservation of 66.30 acres of 
Sonoita Creek ephemeral tributaries buffer; En-
hancement and preservation of 4.41 acres of Sonoita 
Creek ephemeral tributaries; and enhancement and 
preservation of 19.28 acres of ephemeral channels 
including avoided portions of Sonoita Creek, Corral 
Canyon, and other unnamed ephemeral tributaries 
to Sonoita Creek. Overall, the Sonoita Creek mitiga-
tion would create approximately 1,590 acres of new 
conservation area.” 

Impact for Native American Tribes
The Corps decision has received condemnation 

from the Native American tribes Tohono O’odham, 
Pascua Yaqui and Hopi. The tribes oppose the mine 
because it will destroy historical and cultural sites of 
importance. The Corps outlines mitigation measures 
in their ROD, but Stu Gillespie, the attorney for indig-
enous tribes, said that these measures are “totally 

inadequate.”(The Daily Star, March 19 2019)
Impact on Recreational Activities

The ROD discusses the temporary detrimen-
tal impact on recreational activities, including the 
relocation of the Arizona Trail. In addition, night sky 
viewing will be impacted because “the cloudless 
night skies, minimal atmospheric pollution, and low 
humidity of the southwestern United States provide 
ideal conditions for this activity. The Kitt Peak Na-
tional Observatory and the Smithsonian Institution’s 
Fred Lawrence Whipple Observatory...in the Coro-
nado...rely on the area’s naturally dark, unpolluted 
skies for optical and infrared astronomy research.” 
The Corps admits that the mining activities will cause 
temporary detrimental effects to the dark skies and 
astronomy, traffic, air quality, and noise and perma-
nent detrimental effects on recreation. 

The ROD concludes that “overall, the proposed 
action would result in both detrimental and benefi-
cial effects to the needs and welfare of the public.” 

Opposition groups to the mine have stated that 
they will fight this decision in court with lawsuits. 
Wade Bunting, a Sonoita resident said, “We remain 
hopeful that planned litigation will prevent the 
development of the Rosemont mine. If the project 
is allowed to proceed it will seriously affect our 
quality of life in the Mountain Empire. Travel to and 
from Tucson will be hazardous, tourism traffic will 
decrease, affecting local businesses and area attrac-
tions, and, most significantly, our ground water will 
be affected.” 

By Aisha Sander

Photo by Marion Vendituoli 
Development of the Rosemont mine will dramatically alter these 
scenic views along Hwy. 83 leading to Sonoita.
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Leaving for the summer? 
Subscribe for just $50 a year 

and get the PRT in your mailbox.
Visit patagoniaregionaltimes.org and click Support PRT

The PRT is the ONLY source of local news & we are committed to keeping it free. 
A monthly gift gives the PRT 

a predictable source of income and contributes to our sustainability.
To learn more and enroll, visit www.patagoniaregionaltimes.org 

and click on Support PRT

Join The PRT’s Press Core! 
Members give a monthly on-line donation, and in turn receive thank you invita-
tions, gifts and discounts. Press Core members donating $10 or more monthly 
received their first set of coupons in the mail in January. The next set of Press 
Core coupons will be sent in April. Join the Core and get yours too! Our thanks 
to our participating merchants and organizations for providing coupons and 
vouchers to support the PRT.
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For most of us who live somewhere 
for years and years, changes are noted 
and then fade into the persistence of 
everyday life. As I recently spent time 
in Patagonia after being away for two 
years, I noticed changes that most 
residents have probably come to take 
for granted – and some that are still 
fresh – and some that will linger – like 
the tragic deaths of two of the town’s 
leaders in the past year. These will not 
be forgotten for a long time. 

The first change comes into view. 
It’s the Dollar Store, a controversial 
enterprise that had everyone up in 
arms when I left. It seems to have 
settled into its corner location and I 
hear there are folks who are glad to 
have it and others who still refuse to 
shop there.

Two years ago the Border Patrol 
parking lot seemed full. Now it’s grid 
locked. Cell towers seem to have pro-
liferated as well.

I was thrilled to see that Grayce’s 
is still there. That eccentric place was 
my first introduction to Patagonia, and 
I recall thinking that a shop with crazy 
signs and antique cars meant the town 
would be full of surprises. 

There are new signs to read. Velvet 
Elvis’ is newly painted, Patagonia 
Health and Fitness is a bustling place 
where Metamorphosis used to be and 
MJ’s Restaurant has replaced 
Mercedes’. The south side of Naugle 
Ave is a much busier part of town than 
I remember, and traffic moves at a 
reasonable speed – a welcome change 
from the past.

I was delighted to see a new mural 
on the public bathrooms, and across 
the street Mesquite Grove Gallery has 
shrunk and moved next door. The ban-
ners that mark its location are new – a 

bright spot on the street.
Next door to Red Mountain Foods, 

a daily yard sale was going on. It felt 
impermanent but it was nice to see 
some sign of life in the otherwise va-
cant lot surrounded by an unwelcom-
ing chain link fence. 

The hotel finally got its bar open. 
How long did we wait for that to hap-
pen? And it’s cozy and the acoustics 
are good if the TVs are turned down.

The other thing everyone waited 
for when I lived there was to see what 
might happen in the old bank building 
that was unused for so long. South32 
Hermosa has made an office there 
with its quiet sign that belies the im-
pact it is having on the area. 

Out on Harshaw Road, the un-
paved parking lot by the trailer park 
is a place for countless mud spattered 
trucks with orange flags. I’m told that 
South32 has purchased the rest of the 
open land on that side of Harshaw. 
Certainly these trucks represent an 
upswing in the local economy, but 
Dave Martin’s long horns are gone 
and the Tree of Life feels like a ghost 
town. After awhile these changes will 
feel familiar, but to see remembered 
territory in transition is poignant. 

What hasn’t changed is the spirit 
of the town. Patagonia is still a small 
community with a big heart, a great 
volunteer fire department, a remark-
able library, a youth center like no oth-
er, a museum full of rich history, active 
churches, solid schools, and good basic 
health care. Here live artists, laborers, 
merchants, ranchers, environmental-
ist, treasure hunters, rich and poor, 
young and old, dark and fair – an 
American town with more pizazz than 
most. I miss it a lot.

The Times Are AlwAys 
ChAnging By Ann Katzenbach

Photo by Marion Vendituoli 

Visitors and locals enjoy a meal in Patagonia, “An American town with 
more pizazz than most.”

With 15 requests for grants totaling 
over $51,000 this year from other local 
501(c) (3) organizations, the Patago-
nia Regional Community Fund (PRCF), 
given its available funds to grant of just 
over $22,000, was forced to make dif-
ficult decisions in deciding what grants 
to make and what grant requests to 
turn down or limit.

The PRCF Steering Committee and 
this year's community guests, invited 
to participate to help broaden the in-
put into PRCF’s grant decisions, decid-
ed to make the following grants:

Borderlands Restoration Network 
(BRN) and the Patagonia Museum to 
connect youth and elders, to im-
prove the environment at the Lochiel 
Schoolhouse which has been restored 
through a multi-year effort of German 
Quiroga and the Patagonia Museum, 
and to support their presentation of 
Earth Fest which is a combined com-
munity celebration of Earth Day, Arbor 
Day and Arizona Trail Day. 

Friends of the Patagonia Library to 
help purchase new folding chairs used 
at the Library for various educational 
and other events held there by a wide 
variety of local organizations.

Matt Bevel Company to present a 
state curriculum aligned program at 
the Patagonia Public Schools to help 
students learn how to think creatively, 
intuitively and “outside the box” in the 
areas of math, physics and mechanics.

Patagonia Creative Arts Association 
to help it provide a “STEM to STEAM” 
four week summer camp for local 
youth in conjunction with the 
Patagonia Library. 

Town of Patagonia Flood and Flow 
Committee, Friends of the Sonoita 
Creek,Patagonia Area 
Resource Alliance, the 
Nature Conservancy and 
BRN to help them obtain 
the professional planning, 
engineering and facilitation 
resources necessary to 
complete their “Roadmap 
for Quality” project to 
protect and enhance the 
Sonoita Creek watershed.

Patagonia Regional Times to help it 
obtain donor and customer manage-
ment software and related training and 
implementation help. This software 
will allow PRT to organize and store 
content in a cloud-based system and 
organize and grow PRT’s email distribu-
tion system.

Santa Cruz County Fairgrounds and 
Rodeo Association (SCCFRA) to help 
fund the implementation of Phase Two 
of its kitchen renovation to commercial 
standards project. PRCF helped fund 
Phase One last year and the whole 
effort has been supported by a wide 
array of other grants, individual contri-
butions, fund raising, in-kind contribu-
tions and help from Santa Cruz County.

Senior Citizens of Patagonia (SCP) 
to help it purchase a new commer-
cial-grade freezer to replace a defunct 
old freezer. This new freezer will allow 
SCP to store food safely and efficient-
ly for its ongoing Congregate Meals 
Program that provides lunches to area 
seniors in a setting that fosters social 
interaction as well as nutrition.

Many of these community efforts 
supported by PRCF grants are collab-
orative ventures involving a variety of 
local organizations. Such collaborative 
efforts are favored by PRCF to better 
take advantage of our many local, 
often complementary resources and of 
PRCF's limited funds available to grant.

If you would like to help contribute 
to PRCF online through the website of 
PRCF’s partner, the Arizona Community 
Foundation (ACF), at azfoundation.org/
Patagonia or by sending a check made 
out to PRCF to ACFs Southeast Arizona 
Regional Office at 400 W Fry Bvld., 
Suite 6, Sierra Vista, AZ 85635.

PRCF Announces 2019 
Grants By Jim Schatz

CLOSING SALE 50% off
Friday April 5 to Wednesday May 1 2019
Store Hours: Wed-Sun 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

3254 Hwy 82 Sonoita, AZ 85637
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When Justin McEldowney pointed his flashlight 
up in the trees at his home in Red Rock Canyon on 
January 24, the light was reflected in the eyes of a 
mountain lion staring down at him. McEldowney had 
been woken up around midnight by the sound of his 
goats running around and had gone out to find three 
of his nine goats dead before spotting the cat in a 
tree.

This was the first reported incident of the moun-
tain lions taking livestock since the sighting of a 
female mountain lion with her two almost full-grown 
kittens at the Nature Conservancy in Patagonia on 
September 22, 2018, although there have been nu-
merous reports of sightings of the animals.  

Local Arizona Game and Fish (AZGF) Wildlife 
Manager Brittany Oleson is not sure how many of 
the lions are still in Patagonia. “We haven’t had any 
recent sightings of multiple animals,” she said. “One 
or more of them has decided that hanging around 
town is cool. There are easy pickings.” 

Patagonia Animal Control Officer Karina Hilliard 
believes that one cub is frequenting the area be-
tween the kennel and Sonoita Ave in Patagonia. She 
believes that the mother lion and the other cub may 
be living at the Nature Conservancy property outside 
town where the mother lion has lived for the past 
seven or eight years, according to Hilliard. 

On February 15, Hilliard responded to a call from 
a resident that a lion was eating a javalina under-
neath a home in Patagonia. On March 7, a lion was 
seen on a fence on Pennsylvania Ave. “Patagonia 
is nestled in all this prime wild space,” Oleson said. 
“Even if folks were on their best behavior, you’re 
going to have critters coming through.” But she does 
feel that the lion’s continued presence is a conse-
quence of people putting food out to attract wildlife. 
“When you have habituated animals living around 
town, you can attract predators,” she said.

Interestingly, Oleson reported at the time of 
this interview that “not a single person has called 
Game and Fish about the lions, except for one guy in 
October.” Some complaints have instead been going 
to Hilliard, who then alerts Oleson. Oleson feels that 
this may be a reflection of the community’s reluc-
tance to see the lion killed. “People are spreading 
the rumor that we are planning on killing the lion,” 
Hilliard said. We have no intention of doing that 
unless he goes after a person.” 

AZGF policy requires that the lion must be 
classified as a ‘two’ on a scale of one – four to be 
destroyed. AZGF does not relocate mountain li-
ons, which are very territorial. The agency has the 
Patagonia lion(s) rated as a ‘three’ at present. Factors 
that would change this classification would be multi-
ple reports of livestock kills or an attack on humans. 
Human attacks are very rare. In the past 100 years, 
there have been just over 100 mountain lion attacks 
on people in the United States, according to Oleson.

It is legal any time of the year for someone to 
shoot the lion in defense of livestock. “One lion was 
lethally removed for preying on livestock after it 
repeatedly returned to the area to make additional 
kills,” Oleson said after being called to examine the 
remains found outside town recently.

 The definition of livestock includes horses, cows, 
goats, sheep and pigs. An attack on a pet dog or 
cat would not be a legal reason to shoot the lion. 
Chickens are not considered livestock. “We’ve had 
a few unfortunate incidents with chickens,” Oleson 
said. “It’s a bad day for pretty much everybody when 
a lion goes after chickens.” 

McEldowney did not want to kill the animal when 
his goats were attacked, even when he spotted a 
lion, the next evening. He was putting his remaining 
goats away for the night when he spotted the animal 
30 feet away in a tree. “I’m an ex-marine so you can 
imagine what I said,” he recounted. Reluctant to kill 
the cat, he shot it in the flank with birdshot, causing 
it to jump out of the tree and take off. The following 
morning, he once more spotted, and shot at, a lion 
in a tree. He has not seen any lions since. “I was not 
intending to kill the cat,” he said, “although there’s 
plenty of people who would. Nobody is going to be 
happy with this situation.”

Oleson hopes that she is not put in the position 

of having to destroy the lion. “I try to give animals as 
much of a chance as I can per policy,” she said. “No 
matter what I do, half the town is going to be upset. 
If I have to get involved with the cat, it’s going to 
die.”

“If you see a lion, don’t run. Try to make yourself 
look bigger,” Hiliard advised. “If you do back away, 
do it slowly and keep your eye on it. You’re startling 
them just as much as they are startling you. We want 
our cats to run from people. Make noise. Try to scare 
them away.” 

Lions Still A
Presence in 
Patagonia
By Marion Vendituoli

Hendricks
Plumbing

30  years of
experience

Plumbing & 
Drain Cleaning 

Services
10% discount with this ad

(520) 604-6688

Heart
Of Gold 

3266 STATE HWY 82,
SONOITA, AZ 85637
OPEN: TUES-SAT 10-6
CLOSED SUN & MON

FLEA MARKET
1ST SAT OF THE MONTH

Fibseq@aol.com PH 520-394-0199 CELL 520-240-4490

ANTIQUES & WONDERMENT  POWERED BY  IMPROBABILITY
WWW.RUBYLANE.COM/HEARTOFGOLD

Contributed Photo 
A mountain lion relaxes under a house in 
Patagonia.
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CounCil noTes
By PRT Staff Reporters

 At the Feb. 27 Council meeting, 
Mayor Andy Wood delivered an apolo-
gy to 12 year old reporter Hilde Lysiak 
for Marshal Joe Patterson’s handling of 
their February 18 encounter that sub-
sequently went viral on the internet. 

“The governing body of the town of 
Patagonia would like to apologize for 
the first amendment rights violation 
upon Hilde Lysiak, a young reporter 
who is in our community,” Wood said. 

Other less controversial actions tak-
en on Feb. 27 included the approval in 
principle of the placement of a memo-
rial boulder with plaque to recognize 
Brent Bowden’s service to the town 
and restoration of the town’s former 
use permit procedure. 

That action means the Planning and 
Development Committee will sepa-
rately make recommendations to the 
Council and the Council will approve or 
deny such applications. Joint meetings 
for this purpose will no longer be held.

Also on Feb. 27, the Council tabled 
further action on the feral cat problem 
after hearing that the Marshal is still 
investigating the regulations used in 
Sierra Vista and Cochise County.

The Council also scheduled a March 
20 workshop to discuss appropriate 
ways to recognize veterans and was 
advised of a proposal by an organiza-
tion called Spirit World 100 to stage a 
2-3 day event in town on the second 
weekend in November, possibly con-
flicting with, or possibly complement-
ing, Veterans Day activities.

The March 13 meeting was most 
notable for the large number of people 
who spoke in support of Marshal 
Patterson’s work on behalf of the town 
in the wake of considerable negative 

press resulting from the incident in-
volving Patterson’s encounter with the 
young reporter noted above.

During the call to the public, nu-
merous attendees lauded the marshal 
for keeping the town safe and his 
willingness to go above and beyond 
the call of duty. The final comments, 
offered by Carrie Bowden, brought 
robust applause from the audience.

Later in the meeting, Council went 
into executive session for more than 
an hour with Marshal Patterson, a 
meeting that Patterson had requested. 
The Council then approved accounts 
payable and adjourned without issuing 
a report from the executive session. 
Most of the audience had left the 
meeting by that time.

Planning & Development Commit-
tee Chairman David Budd explained 
the need for separating items of 
upcoming business into two future 
meetings. 

He reported that on March 26 an 
open hearing would be held on the 
use permit application submitted by 
Red Mountain Ranch, LLC for a parcel 
on Harshaw Road, and on March 28 
the committee would consider two 
applications for a variance.

Before going into executive session, 
citing her long years of service to the 
town and her familiarity with its oper-
ations, the Council named Isabel Van 
Nest as interim Town Manager until a 
permanent manager is hired to replace 
David Teel who has retired. 

The Council also postponed discus-
sion of the town’s recycling program 
because John Hays, Santa Cruz County 
solid waste manager, was not present, 
and also rescheduled discussion of 
road restrictions. 

Barbara Neville Johnson rode off 
into the sunset on March 14, 2019. 
Barb was an avid horsewoman, artist, 
author, and lover of animals and na-
ture. She had an adventurous life. She 
started life as an Air Force brat, living 
in many different places in the United 
States, including Hawaii and Alaska. 
In the early 60’s, she lived in Madrid, 
Spain with her family. That is where 
she became proficient in Spanish, but 
more importantly, where she had her 
first horse.

Barb was a talented and creative 
artist. She earned her Bachelor of Arts 
and Bachelor of Fine Arts degrees in 
Sculpture at the University of Hawaii. 
She expressed her art through paint-
ing, drawing, sculpture, photography, 
and jewelry making. She painted a 
multitude of oil paintings for much of 
her life. Many of those paintings are 
now hanging on the walls of family, 
friends and purchasers’ homes today. 

In the last years of her life she 
expressed her art through writing. 
As Barbara Neville she wrote: the 
Spirit Animal series (11 titles), Cha’a 
Many Horses series (3 titles), Max 
Storm Shadow Mysteries (2 titles), 
“The Cowboy Dictionary” and “The 
Cowboy & Injun Dictionary.” “Bury the 
Hatchet” (her final book, part of the 
Cha’a Many Horses) was released in 
the last couple of weeks. Her writing 
was a real passion in her life.

Barbara married Peter Johnson. 
Her greatest love were her children, 
Tiger and Fox. She was proud and 
joyful that Tiger is a pilot, following 
in the footsteps of the grandfather 
he never got to meet. She was 
proud and joyful that Fox shares 
her passion for animals, especially 
horses. She was a loving aunt to her 
nieces, Chelsea and Michelle Neville 
Cordell, introducing them to the care 
and feeding of a menagerie of farm 

animals.
Barbara and her husband Peter 

were some of the last people to have 
a residential homestead in Alaska. She 
also homesteaded and proved up on 
a business site in Alaska. 

Upon moving to Arizona, Barbara 
got Tiger and Fox involved in 4-H. She 
participated as a leader even after her 
children were old enough to move 
out of 4-H. For more than 10 years, 
she was active in Farmer’s Markets 
in Santa Cruz County. She was an 
organizer and a vendor, selling eggs, 
jewelry, homemade goat cheese, and 
honey. She served on the Board of 
the National Resources Conservation 
District in Santa Cruz County.

In Arizona, her love of horses grew 
into a love of many different animals, 
including cats, dogs, goats, chickens, 
guinea fowl, peacocks, turkeys, ducks, 
horses, cows, and maybe more. When 
visiting her Rancho De Los Osos, one 
never knew what critters to expect to 
see.

Barbara is survived by her son 
Tiger, daughter Fox, husband Peter, 
sister Nancy, brother-in-law Martin 
Cordell, nieces Chelsea and Michelle 
Neville Cordell. She was preceded in 
death by her parents Bertie “Sam” 
Mart (Grange) and Harry Walter 
Neville, maternal grandparents Ellen 
Alverda (Jensen) and Ray Clifford 
Grange, and paternal grandparents 
Ruth Ann (Boyed) and Walter Henry 
Neville

Barbara was a loving daughter, 
sister, wife, and mother. Her surviving 
family and friends already miss her 
warmth, loyalty, wisdom, keen mind, 
and wit. Happy Trails Barbara. We 
miss you and love you.

In lieu of flowers, please donate 
to your local Humane Society, Animal 
Rescue or the American Heart Asso-
ciation.

BArBArA neville 
Johnson

oCToBer 17, 1949 - mArCh 14, 2019

On January 11, 
2019 the Town of Patagonia received 
an Application for Use Permit from 
Red Mountain Ranch LLC, a subsidiary 
of the mining company South 32. Red 
Mountain Ranch owns a 27-acre prop-
erty off Harshaw road, and proposes 
to build a concrete parking lot, mobile 
(non-permanent) restrooms and a 
guard shack. The proposal is to use 
four acres of the 27-acre property and 
was submitted with a site plan. 

Next to the parking lot there is also 

a large area marked as Holding Area 
for Site Delivery. This entire area will 
include six light poles, parking 
for 150 vehicles and perhaps shuttle 
buses. 

At a community meeting on March 
9, 2019 the Patagonia Area Resource 
Alliance (PARA) shared details of the 
use permit and concerns for town 
residents. Concerns included the light-
ing, continuous use of the site, traffic, 
deliveries, storage, and the potential 
presence of hazardous materials.  

The Use Permit was deliberated in 
an open hearing of the Planning and 
Development Committee at 7 p.m. on 
March 26. They will forward their rec-
ommendations to the Town Council, 
which intends to hold its open hear-
ing on April 10 at 7 p.m. Both these 
open hearings are opportunities for 
residents of the town to participate in 
this process. 

South32 
Seeks Use 
Permit 
From Town
By Aisha Sander
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Establishment of a Legislative Study 
Committee was presented in the State 
House of Representatives to evalu-
ate and report on fiscal and related 
impacts should a change in the county 
boundary line between Cochise and 
Santa Cruz counties be made. HB 2486 
passed a roll-call vote in the House and 
is now in the Rules and Government 
Committees of the Senate.  

The measure was introduced by 
State Representative Gail Griffin in 
response to Sonoita-Elgin community 
concerns following several town hall 
discussions pinpointing issues impact-
ing the community, including increas-
ing taxes and declining services.

According to David Green, Chair of 
the Sonoita-Elgin Community Group, if 
the bill passes, the report produced by 
the Study Committee should provide 
the community with important infor-
mation and guidance with respect to 
the feasibility and benefits of joining 
Cochise County.  

Green stated that because the 
community is sparsely populated, the 
east side of the county does not have 
power of the vote. This became appar-
ent when concerned residences con-
vened, at a standing-room-only Board 
of Supervisors meetings to speak out 
against the proposed abolition of the 
Justice of the Peace Court, Precinct 
2 in Sonoita, but nonetheless the 
Board, including Sonoita’s own County 
Supervisor, Bruce Bracker, voted for 
closure. “The cost to the community 
far outweighed the proposed savings 
to the County, which even now appear 
to be dwindling” said Green. According 
to Green, closure of the court and the 
relocation of the county’s Public Works 
Department road equipment from 
Sonoita to the west side of the county, 
has further reinforced community con-
cerns that, in spite of increasing taxes, 
services are declining, and key roads 
that support the local economy remain 
in a dangerous state of disrepair. 

Green notes that the changing of 
the county line will likely impact taxes, 
particularly for special districts, such 
as the Fire and School Districts which 
Green said will require further analysis. 

Research by the Sonoita-
Elgin Community Group reveals 
that, while property taxes have 
increased in Santa Cruz County 
for the last seven years, Cochise 
County has reduced taxes the 
last three years. “Although taxes 
are a major concern in this area, 

we also must consider services re-
ceived, solvency of the counties, and 

their overall quality of management,” 
said Green.  

In addition to increasing taxes and 
decreasing service, there are addition-
al concerns with the Santa Cruz County 
unemployment rates. According to the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, the long-
term unemployment average for Santa 
Cruz County is 13.63% in contrast to 
Cochise County at 7.16%.  “We are 
concerned about the continued debt 
for the county detention center that 
opened in 2011 which failed to gener-
ate the projected income, now shifting 
the burden to the tax payers,” said 
Green. 

Green is impressed with Cochise 
County’s Strategic Plan which identi-
fies seven countywide priorities for 
committing time and funding. “I am 
not aware that Santa Cruz has a similar 
document to identify county priorities, 
but if so, it is not transparent to the 
residents,” said Green.  

 “We also have similar shared 
geographic and economic interests in 
ranching, agriculture, wine and spirits 
industries and tourism, all of which 
are comparable with those of Cochise 
County. In contrast, the west side of 
Santa Cruz County focuses primarily on 
produce imports,” Green pointed out. 
“While Cochise County has consis-
tently supported the wine industry, 
our county officials in Santa Cruz are 
confrontational, at best.  

The Sonoita-Elgin Community 
Group is optimistic that passage of 
H.B. 2486 will provide greater insight 
into some of the potential challeng-
es and benefits the community may 
experience as it continues its rapid 
growth moving forward. “The infor-
mation provided by this study will be 
essential to understanding the best 
way our community can support its 
economic base and receive value for 
the taxes it pays.”

Green welcomes and encour-
ages community feedback. If you 
would like to express your opinion 
on the issues, you may contact the                        
Sonoita-Elgin Community Group by 
email: sonoitaelgincommunitygroup@
gmail.com. 

Annexation 
Being Explored
by Legislators
By Kat Crockett

Santa Cruz County Emergency Man-
agement Director Ray Sayre demon-
strated the Simtable, a disaster simula-
tion tool for the Patagonia Community 
Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
at the team’s monthly meeting held 
March 6 in the Patagonia Town 
Council chambers.

Sayre noted that only about 
15 of these devices are cur-
rently in use in the U.S.. The 
system consists of a sandbox-like 
rectangular table containing 
crushed walnut shells that can 
be sculpted to resemble a specif-
ic geographic area. 

Using Google Maps, a projec-
tor mounted overhead projects 
the chosen geographic area onto 
the landscape. The operator 
then is able to introduce a vari-
ety of weather conditions and 
intervention resources to show 
how the disaster would progress 
or be mitigated. 

On this occasion, Sayre 
demonstrated the features of 
the model using Patagonia as 
the test site for different sce-
narios involving fire, flood or a 
hazardous materials spill. The 
model, which was procured with 
grant funds, can be used as a 
teaching tool or to guide inter-
vention in a real life emergency.

The CERT team is seeking 

additional volunteers to undergo the 
required basic training which usually 
takes place over two weekends. Inter-
ested individuals are invited to sit in on 
the team’s monthly meetings to learn 
more about the duties of the team 
and to take advantage of the informal 
training the team builds into each 
meeting. 

The team meets on the first 
Wednesday of the month at 1:00 p.m. 
The current team leader is Marilyn 
Miller. She can be reached at 520-394-
0184 or msm85624@centurylink.com.

CERT Team 
Trains for 
Disasters

By Bob Brandt

Eastern Santa Cruz is now 
part of the Santa Cruz National 
Heritage Area, newly designated 
by Congress in February and 
signed into law on March 12, 
2019. There are 54 other Heri-
tage areas in 32 states. 

Gary Nabhan, a Patagonia 
resident, is a board member of 
the Santa Cruz Valley Heritage 
Alliance that helped passed this 
legislation through

Nabhan wrote that Santa 
Cruz residents live in a “3300 
square mile landscape that was 
nationally-recognized for its 
distinctive natural, historical and 
multi-cultural heritage.”

Stand up for a child who has been 
abused or neglected.
Become a CASA volunteer today.

CASA of Santa Cruz County
2160 N. Congress Dr., Nogales, AZ
(520) 375-8159 or mfish@courts.az.gov

Santa Cruz 
Named 
National 
Heritage 
Area

In the next issue of the Patagonia Regional Times, we will be bring-
ing you an update on the fate of the Patagonia Pool, the effects of light 
pollution in Santa Cruz County, a report on South32’s application for a 
use permit, efforts to restore public access to Forest Service lands, and 
much more. Look for the May PRT in our new, beautiful news boxes, 
painted by talented local artists. These boxes were generously donated 
to us by the Arizona Daily Star.

Stories We are Following
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10am- 4pm Patagonia Town Park

EARTHfest 2019
“Youth are the Future”

Enjoy local vendors, a kid zone, 

fun activities, boogey worthy 

music, educational talks, delicious 

food, and much more!

Saturday, April 20th

For more information go to our Facebook page: 

Patagonia EARTHfest 2019

Patagonia’s 9th Annual

Celebrate Earth, Arbor, and AZ Trail Day 
and the youth of our community!

After working for several decades to usher 
Patagonia Library into the 21st century, while pre-
serving its local heritage and meeting community 
needs, Abbie Zeltzer has retired. But not before 
helping the library earn national attention by win-
ning Honorable Mention in Library Journal’s Best 
Small Library in America competition for 2018.  

The Patagonia Library caught Library Journal’s 
attention due to its use of innovative programming 
and community responsive collections to reach 
Patagonia’s unique local demographics: more than 
half of the residents are over 62 years of age, with a 
large minority under 14. With over 1,100 members, 

Zeltzer and the library 
staff get creative to deliver 

relevant services to this 
diverse population. 

Zeltzer has played a 
key role in the growth 
and modernization of 
the library, overseeing 
the restoration and two 
expansions of the library 
building, creating the 
Legacy Garden, and pro-
viding community com-
puter and internet access 
at the library. In addition 
to her dedication to 
fulfilling the information 
needs of library users, 
Zeltzer was instrumen-
tal in establishing the 
Patagonia Museum, 

developing their Collection 
Development Policy and 

ensuring the preservation of the town’s print local 
history collection. 

Even though she has retired, Zeltzer will continue 
to help modernize the library’s collection by preserv-
ing digital local heritage materials through the Inter-
net Archive’s Community Webs project. Out of the 
27 libraries chosen to participate, Patagonia Library 
is easily the smallest, working and training alongside 
libraries such as the County of Los Angeles, which 
serves an area of 3.5 million users. 

Working with the Friends of the Patagonia Library 
and other local partners, such as the Patagonia Cre-
ative Arts Association, the Montessori school, and 
Borderlands Restoration Network, among others, 

the library staff manages to provide a wide-variety of 
programs and services on a limited budget and only 
three staff members. Zeltzer was instrumental in 
creating unique programming that connects various 
members of the library, such as the Semilloteca seed 
lending library, which provides seeds, education, and 
community engagement activities.  

In ensuring the library is responsive to commu-
nity needs, Zeltzer guided the library to expand its 
outreach events for seniors through cultural heritage 
speakers and related pop-up libraries at the senior 
center, as well as an increased large-print collec-
tion. She also expanded the youth programming by 
updating the kitchen to commercial standards and 
expanding its summer youth lunch program, serving 
around 1,000 lunches in 2018.

As Zeltzer retires, Laura Wenzel, who has worked 
with Zeltzer for several years, steps into the role of 
Director. Wenzel has been instrumental in expand-
ing the library’s youth programming including the 
engaging Voices for Young Authors program, story 
time with Ms. Laura, and the upcoming Storywalk in 
the town park. Readers can stay current with library 
developments as new programs, collections, and 
services are constantly in development, by reading 
Wenzel’s monthly article in the PRT.

Photo by Kate Kozlowski Peake
Abbie Zeltzer has handed over the reins at the Patagonia Library after 
earning the library national recognition.

Abbie Zeltzer Retires

By Kate Kozlowski Peake



As Mayor Ike once said so concise-
ly, "this town runs on volunteers."  
Volunteer effort fuels so many of the 
non-profits in Patagonia, and the sev-
eral important Town Committees run 
on volunteer energy as well.

One committee that fulfills an 
important role is the Planning and 
Development Committee. Our pur-
view: to advise the Town on "all town 
planning and development matters," 
as per Chapter 14 of the Town Code.  
Time permitting, we might develop 
recommendations on a host of town 
improvement or development issues.  
But what always comes to us by Town 
statute - any application for a Use Per-
mit. Our system of approving projects 
and businesses provides that for any 
use other than single family housing, 
the project comes first to P and D for 
review, then finally receives a Town 
Council decision, based in part on our 
recommendations.

For projects of significant scale or 
impact, the Open Hearings are gener-
ally well attended. After all, these are 
opportunities to voice your opinion 
on the build-out and direction of the 
Town! This very spring, projects involv-
ing the potential build-out of over 20 
acres of land within town limits are in 
play, obviously issues that involve high 
stakes for all parties concerned.

And the Town Plan (available on the 
Town website) articulates the vision 
for our community and is up for review 
this year. Please become informed and 
involved.

Let me close this brief intro to the P 
and D Committee with a call - we often 
need new members to replace retiring 
ones. You must be an "elector," a resi-
dent voter of the town for two or more 
years to be eligible. We'd love to hear 
from you! Contact Town Hall, or me at 
520-604-2829.

David H. Budd, Chair, Planning and  
      Development Committee

Patagonia

leTTers To The ediTor
Judges Need to Follow State Rules

The Patagonia Regional Times encourages everyone to comment 
publicly on the events and times in which we live. Letters must be 

signed by the author and include town of residence. Letters are limited to 
200 words. PRT reserves the right to edit all letters for language, length, and 

content. Please send your letter, in MS Word, to                
prteditor@gmail.com

Summer is coming and with it 
Patagonia Volunteer Fire & Rescue 
(PVFR) swings into peak season. Resi-
dents should trim around homes and 
clean up yards before the heat sets 
in. There will not be a town cleanup 
day this year, but trimmings can be 
dropped across from the high school 
to be chipped by town personnel.  

Look around the house and yard 
and imagine trying to find your way in 
the dark and smoke. Remove things 
that would trip you up or are flamma-
ble next to the home. 

The annual Steak Fry is the last 
Saturday of June. We bribe the town’s 
people with a good meal at a fair 
price and hope that they will pitch 
in to help sustain our local volunteer 
service members by either bidding 
on items our local businesses have 
donated, or by writing a check. We 
will all miss Brent Bowden in his tra-
ditional role of auctioneer and chief 
grill cook.

Nearly a week later the depart-
ment members lead the town’s 4th of 
July parade in an assortment of fleet 
vehicles. Like last year, there is a pro-
hibition on water balloons during the 
parade. We hope someday we can 
entice the members of the Shriners 
to return to our parade with their fun 
go-cars. More antique car enthusiasts 
and floats may enter if they know 
they won’t be pelted by an overly 
aggressive audience. Maybe we could 

make a fundraiser out of a water fight 
gauntlet. I bet we could entice some of 
our young-at-heart wildland firefight-
ers to participate in a battle with kids 
in the park; squirt guns vs spray packs. 

The Fire Department is plan-
ning on having fireworks again this 
year, though, again, we’ll miss Brent 
Bowden’s experience and leadership. 
I hope those who come to see the 
fireworks will contribute to help cover 
the several thousand-dollar cost of 
putting on the 4th. I would also hope 
that everyone will drop by the morn-
ing after and participate in the yard 
sweep; picking up shell fragments that 
litter the school fields. More people 
participating makes short work of the 
cleanup. Perhaps the 4th of July com-
mittee can organize a light breakfast 
for everyone to socialize over after the 
cleanup. 

We hope to recruit new members 
that are willing to serve the public and 
give back to the community. It’s not all 
fun, but it’s not all work either. Train-
ing is available throughout the year. 
Our fundraising pays tuition for this 
training, and we ask new members to 
commit to giving back to the commu-
nity for a minimum of one year. 

For more information, please talk 
to one of our members and/or our Fire 
Chief, Ike Isakson. PVFR meets at the 
firehouse on the first Sunday of each 
month at 9a.m.

While your article, 'What's Next 
for Keith Barth'' did an enviable job of 
covering most of the facts, there are 
significant parts of the formal state 
judicial complaint that I feel need fur-
ther discussion.  

While the underlying judicial politi-
cal violations might appear trite to the 
untutored eye, this is anything but the 
case. The commission's complaint em-
phasizes six different violations of our 
state's Code of Judicial Conduct by Mr. 
(formerly the Honorable) Keith Barth, 
four of which specifically dealt with 
political activity violations by a sitting 
judge. The additional two violations 
(Rule #1.2 and Rule #2.16A), are,in 
my opinion, the considerably more 
egregious and questionable 'activities' 
of an elected judge.

RULE 1.2. Promoting Confidence 
in the Judiciary:  A judge shall act at 
all times in a manner that promotes 
public confidence in the indepen-
dence, integrity, and impartiality of the 
judiciary, and shall avoid impropriety 
and the appearance of impropriety.  

RULE 2.16. Cooperation with Disci-

plinary Authorities: (A) A judge shall 
cooperate and be candid and honest 
with judicial and lawyer disciplinary 
agencies.

The entire unseemly Sonoita Court  
matter could have been completely 
avoided if the Code of Judicial Con-
duct (by mandate, available to all AZ 
judges) had been reviewed by Mr. 
Barth. Judges and their court office 
staff ignore the code at their own per-
il. As a twenty year JP, having retired 
in 2006, I found myself 'crossways' 
with the code on several occasions - 
and learned that consulting the code 
is/was absolutely non-optional.  

The bottom line of my communi-
cation is to emphasize that I firmly 
believe that everyone needs to 're-
calibrate their ethical compass' from 
time to time. In this case, it is obvi-
ously mandated by state edict. There 
are higher moral/ethical expectations 
of all public officials, especially those 
associated with the Arizona Judiciary.

 T.B. (Brock) Fuller
Bernalillo, NM.

The column on death in the recent 
PRT sparked my wanting to share my 
personal experiences with dying and 
living-in with people in their final stag-
es of leaving their physical bodies. 

Powerful early-life experiences led 
me to obtain a degree in holistic medi-
cine, and in 1980 I opened the 
Colorado Health Clinic. My practice 
led me to live in with individuals, one 
at a time, people who were wanting 
to heal from disease and illness and 
those who were dying of cancer, AIDS, 
and other maladies. 

I discovered that while participating 
in the healing of others I am healing 
myself. And that the healing process is 
ongoing, all of our life and we have to 
BE IN that process. 

Our individual lives are as unique 

as they are the same. No disease has 
the same cause. No symptoms are 
identical. There are many roads to 
health. It is for us, the individual, to 
discover the way on our own with the 
help, guidance and commitment of 
our chosen helpers.

What I have experienced, and 
added to my repertoire, is that the 
outer reflects the inner of us and 
that in order to maintain a balance to 
where they move as one, we must be 
aware of the dance. Lightness, humor, 
enjoyment of our work, pleasure from 
our food and acceptance of ourselves 
thus others are all medicine in the 
true sense. 

David Krest
Patagonia

Living with Death

Photo by Axel Elfner

In Vince Pinto’s column in the 
2/19 issue of the PRT, a photo of 
an immature red tailed hawk was 
incorrectly identified as a rough 
legged hawk The photo to the right 
is the bird that Pinto sighted this 
past winter. 

In the recent Western Films 
Exhibit article, the movie 
“Devil’s Angels” was incorrectly 
called “Hell’s Angels.” Many thanks 
to Melissa Fortney who also wrote 
that her “mother, brother and sis-
ter were all extras in that movie.”

Our apologies for these errors.

Errors and 
Omissions

PVF&R Gearing Up For 
Busy Season By Justin McEldowney

Planning & 
Development

This rough legged hawk was sighted 
in Sonoita recently



David Teel has resigned from the 
position of Patagonia Town Manager. 
Teal said that he hopes the next town 
manager is experienced and a profes-
sional. In the interim Isabel Van Nest 
will be the Town Manager.

The challenge will be to find some-
one with experience as the salary for 
the position is minimal. Teel said that 
he was able to take this job because 

he was retired and on social 
security. 

Teel was hired to be Town 
Manager in 2011. He has been 
a town manager for 35 years 
in seven different towns in five 
states, after 25 years spent in 
the private sector. 

The Town Manager is re-
sponsible for overall operation 
of the government, budgeting, 
personnel management, and 
working with town council. 
There are nineteen employees, 
and within these there are 
various department heads. Teel 
worked with the department 
heads to run the town.

The biggest challenge Teel 
faced as town manager is the 

low municipal revenue. The Town 
does not charge any property tax, 
and its main source of income is sales 
revenue. Grants are specific, with 
reporting requirements, and do not 

make up for the lack of revenue.  
Teel said that Patagonia has a 

“good, engaged citizenry” and “lots of 
volunteers who contribute mightily to 
the success of the town.” 

Teel is planning to move to Tucson, 
where he has family, and will look for 
a part-time job there to keep himself 
occupied. 

Town Manager Resigns

By Aisha Sander

Photo by Aisha Sander
David Teel is leaving Patagonia after 
eight years as Town Manager. 

PROPANESONOITA

ON YOUR FACE
SMILESERVICE THAT WILL PUT A

www.sonoitapropane.com
info@sonoitapropane.com

The Patagonia Regional Business 
Coalition will be doing a hazardous 
waste collection during the Earth Day 
Celebration Saturday, April 20, 2019 
by Doc Mock Park across from the 
Wagon Wheel from 8a.m. - 12p.m. 

There will be NO Town Clean up 

this year. The PRBC has requested 
the Town of Patagonia have a FREE 
dump day for residents of Patagonia 
in lieu of the town clean up. The 
dump will be open Saturday, April 
27, 2019 from 7a.m. - 1p.m.

It’s that time of year again! The 
Lending Shed, sponsored by Family 
Health Care Amigos, will be having 
their second annual rummage sale in 
the park during Earth Day festivities 
Friday and Saturday before Easter 
April 19 and 20. Please donate any 
gently-used items including household 
items, small furniture, or collectibles 
you are ready to let go of to the 

Patagonia Park either the morning of 
April 19, or call Don at 297-7065 to 
donate items before the weekend of 
the sale. Remember, The Lending Shed 
is your non-profit community partner 
providing durable medical equipment 
and adult incontinent supplies free of 
charge to residents in Elgin, Sonoita, 
and Patagonia.

Lending Shed Rummage Sale
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OPINION & COMMENT • OPINION & COMMENT • OPINION & COMMENT

sheldon Adelson 
on line one 

LIFE AMONG THE HUMANS

By Martin Levowitz

By Cassina Farley

Cliques

 cera@ceralynnlac.com
 www.spazen.net

520/398-9886

SPA ZEN.
289 McKeown #2

Patagonia, Az  85624 

Acupuncture - Women’s Health - Facial Rejuvenation - Aesthetics
Medical Massage - Fertility - Lymphobiology - Pain Syndromes 

1910 N. La Canada Dr. #4 
Green Valley, Az  85614 

~

Located one mile from Patagonia 
Fully equipped kitchen      Pet Friendly 
redmtncottage.com       520.394.2514 

 

Representative Ilhan Omar is 
outspoken; a woman; and a Muslim. 
Three strikes. She's out. Omar receives 
beaucoup de flak for asserting that 
Zionism unduly influences U.S. foreign 
policy. She has only to open her mouth 
for kneejerk choruses of "anti-Semi-
tism" to erupt. But much of what she 
says is clearly true. You'd have to be 
completely blind - or maybe disingenu-
ous - to not perceive the oddly potent 
influence that pro-Israel interests - 
lobbyists, political action committees, 
etc. - exert in Washington. 

I've noticed that most of my Jewish 
acquaintances, when anyone censures 
or even just questions Israel's behav-

ior, fall silent or, sometimes, protest. 
Allegiance to "The Holy Land" is not 
negotiable. One can't address this sub-
ject without thinking, at least briefly, of 
The Middle Eastern Mess - its histo-
ry - particularly, the Israel / Palestine 
component. (A little like a powder keg, 
it's always poised to pop.)

Seventy years ago, following WWII, 
Palestinian territory was given away to 
desperate Jewish refugees by a consor-
tium of Western colonial powers who 
declared Israel "The Biblically-Appoint-
ed Jewish Homeland." "Oh, really?" 
said the local people who'd been dis-
possessed. "What makes you gringos 
think it's yours to give? (Your so-called 
Bible don't mean squat to me!) Just 
give me back my olive grove -- or bury 
me at Wounded Knee."

Uniquely in the Middle East, Israel is 
a democracy. We in The West depend 
on that - and should. Both as idea and 
actuality, Israel is essential to the psy-
chic security of most Jews. After centu-

ries of bias, bigotry, expulsion, 
and arbitrary confiscation of 
their property throughout 
Russia and Europe, the Jews 
took great comfort from the 
establishment, at last, of a 
nominal Homeland. Perhaps 

we would never again feel quite so 
wholly exposed, so vulnerable to the 
demonstrably inextinguishable smol-
derings of anti-Jewish sentiment. 

Leaving aside the centuries of 
pogroms, prejudice, and self-serving 
xenophobia - the stuff that we call 
"populist" these days - if you consid-
er only Hitler and the Nazi holocaust 
- just that one quaint indecency - it 
would not be hard to understand why 
we Jews are famously "clannish," and 
famously hyper-vigilant. People who 
are routinely hunted down like vermin, 
violated, humiliated and exterminat-
ed do not respond with bonhomie or 
trust. (Just ask your Uighur or your 
Tutsi friends.) 

The Jewish Homeland, a lonely 
little place surrounded by passionately 
resentful neighbors, several of whom 
have ebulliently proposed Israel's 
complete annihilation, seems and is 
extremely vulnerable. This generates 
intense concern among all those who 

hope it will not fail, which clearly 
means most Jews, of course, world-
wide, and also, oddly numerous these 
days, those Christian Fundamentalists - 
so prophecy-obsessed - whose dog-
gedly literal reading of The Bible keeps 
Israel very central to their mesmerized 
belief in what comes next. Vamos a 
ver.

To all of this, add A: The high-
er-than-average economic/educational 
status of Jews in the U.S. these days (a 
little like our counterparts in Germany, 
before the war) and B: our much-mis-
trusted influence on media and Holly-
wood, on Wall Street, and all that, and 
you've got yourself a powerful, unified, 
idealistic engine which wields more 
than its (demographically) fair share of 
influence.   

It's natural to feel resentment when 
you've been coerced. Legislators pres-
sured to endorse Israel (or to silently 
ignore her misbehaviors) are being 
pushed toward anti-Semitism - or, at 
least, toward legitimate anti-Zionism. I 
don't know if Dame Omar, in her deep-
est Muslim heart, inclines toward an-
ti-Jewish sentiment or not, but lots of 
what she says is clearly true, and those 
who deny it are either dishonest or 
dumb. Or, just scared.   

“Clique” - A small group of people, 
with shared interests or other features 
in common, who spend time together 
and do not allow others to join them.
Can also be groups or “packs” of 
people. Most commonly seen in high-
school students.

I’ve seen this. I’ve lived this and cur-
rently am dealing with this, but not in 
the way you would think. For months 
now I have been working at the high 
school. Since it has been 25 years 

since I’ve graced the halls of a high 
school I had a bit of adjusting to do. 

Right off the bat I was slung into the 
battle of what to wear, mostly because 
I didn't want to be made fun of or 
labeled the teacher that dressed like a 
dork. Then I realized I’m an adult and 
I’ll be labeled a dork either way. 

When I got over myself, I started 
noticing that the cliques of my youth, 
the Punks, Goths, Jocks, Barbies, Geeks 
and the like, still existed. I wondered 
where 43-year-old me would fit in 
today. 

25 years ago I hung out with this 
group of Barbie girls that dressed 
alike. Our “leader” dictated what and 
what not to wear and on one occasion 
decided to cut a hole out of the top 
of a baseball cap to pull her ponytail 
through. The smart me knew this was 
the stupidest thing ever, especially 
since a baseball cap already had a 
hole for a ponytail to go through. The 

16-year-old me not wanting to get 
bumped from the clique borrowed a 
hat (because my mother would have 
never let me cut a hole in a perfect-
ly good hat) and pulled my ponytail 
through the top like an idiot. There 
we were walking the halls with our 
matching volcano hair and I knew it 
was stupid. 

Fast forward to now. I have out-
grown my need to fit in (for the most 
part). I feel that I’ve settled some-
where in between Punk and Geek and 
my fellow Punk/Geeks and I battle it 
out with the other rival cliques of Wine 
Drinkers, Opera Goers, Kale Eaters and 
more. 

Some misguided 
cliques gather at town 
functions drinking what 
they hate and putting 
up with what they don't 
like all in the name of 
fitting in. They eat kale 
salad at BBQs instead 
of the deviled eggs for 
fear of being chastised 
about their health. They 

put up with bad behavior for the sake 
of getting that invite to the cocktail 
party. 

Why? Because deep down we are 
all still those insecure high school kids 
dying to fit in. Cliques roam this town 
like rival gangs fighting for superiority. 
Like the grown ups said in high school, 
“it’s OK to be you.” Eat the chicken 
wings and drink the Trader Joes wine, 
listen to country music if you like it, 
and if they still don't invite you to the 
cocktail party, well that's okay, you can 
hang out with us geeks. We promise 
we won’t tell you what to wear.

In-Home Chiropractic Care

520-357-1711
www.lopezhousecalls.com

We come to you!



Years ago I had 
an experience 

of oneness and connection with all 
of life. I belonged to everything and 
everything belonged in me. I felt con-
nected to life in all its forms, no longer 
separate from the wind, the air, the 
trees and the earth. 

In this expansive belonging my ego-
based identity of being a human with 
a particular skin color, faith and gender 
fell away. This experience was the 
culmination of asking many questions, 
the first of which was: Where am I 
from?  

Between 1947 and 1966 all my  

grandparents migrated from India 
to Pakistan. My Nana (maternal 
grandfather) possibly walked to 
a brand-new Pakistan in 1947. 
And so, my belonging began in 
the fault lines of decolonization, 
a newly formed nation my home 
and the world’s fastest growing 
city my neighborhood. 

At 18, I could not wait for the 
adventure of leaving the familiar 
and known. But once I left home, 
I saw how deeply intertwined my 
belonging was to my geographi-
cal home. It was only then I saw 
Pakistan and my life there as 
exceptional and soon enough I 
longed for all its familiarity and its 
flavors.  
Living in Montreal, I suddenly had 

a new identity and a new belonging. 
No longer surrounded by people who 
were like me, I saw that I was per-
ceived as different. For years, I focused 
on these outward differences. As the 
labels of my various identities ampli-
fied in my intellect, my heart remained 
shallow. I started to define myself as 
woman, young, South Asian, Muslim, 
Pakistani or “the other.” 

I also saw other people as labels. 
I was fixated on identities, almost 
none of which are in our control, and 
formed judgments. Fueled by this 

“critical” mind, I found myself where 
many social activists do at some point: 
rage towards those with privilege and 
hopeless despair over the immensity 
of injustice. In all this ruminating and 
analyzing I was blocked from connect-
ing with people and seeing beyond my 
judgments.  

But then thankfully my heart broke. 
And in the ravages of a broken 

heart, I realized that all the labels I had 
spent so much time learning about 
and the mountains of resentment 
and anger that I was harboring held 
no resolution for my pain and sorrow. 
For the first time I felt that I shared 
a common humanity with all other 
people, and I did not need the shelter 
and protection of sameness to pursue 
connection. 

With this critical break I understood 
I do not “come from” anywhere. I do 
not belong to a place or a tribe, or an 
ideology or a practice. I belong simply 
to the moment I am in with these two 
intentions: to give my attention to you 
and to act appropriately as the mo-
ment requires of me. 

This is a challenging transition. The 
mind has a need to make judgments 
as part of human survival. We are 
conditioned to look for differences, to 
compare ourselves, to keep score, and 
to make assumptions and generaliza-

tions, even though we know that this 
conditioning furthers suffering. 

Does this mean I believe we are 
all the same and we don’t make extra 
room for the voices that are margin-
alized? No. It means that we act upon 
our conscience and we fight for equity 
and justice but with the core beliefs 
that we belong to one another and 
that we heal through connection. I ask 
myself, is what I am thinking or doing 
fueling the consciousness of separa-
tion or is it abating it? 

Too often we have not been given 
the resources and tools to communi-
cate across differences, and in these 
days, we get less and less chances to 
practice this difficult skill. I am con-
fronted with a common prejudice or 
unintentional bias as a migrant not 
just in this land, but also in the land 
I “come from.” I can use these expe-
riences as a reason to hate and rage 
at people and the world, or I can use 
them as opportunities to dissolve my 
ego further and deepen my trust for 
how life presents itself to me. 

The choice is yours, too: to burn an-
other tree down when we are starving 
for air or to find the courage to plant 
seeds of kindness and acceptance in 
spite of unfavorable conditions. 
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Belonging
By Aisha Sander

MILESTONES

oAks, ToAds
And sleeping 
women
By Leslie Schupp

I came to this town to get preg-
nant. I achieved that. Thirty years ago, 
roaming Gringo Road with my cattle 
dogs and a baby, I looked across the 
valley to Red Mountain. She has the 
profile of a sleeping, pregnant woman, 
and I thought that she was my patron 
saint, La Santa Roja Sueno, the one 
who watches over single mothers and 
their babes.

Unfortunately, the beautiful red 
color of Red Mountain is the geological 
result of its copper and mineral con-
tent. Karma is coming for the moun-
tain, and for me. 

I want to tell you the tale of a 
horned toad. We have a special spe-
cies in Santa Cruz County. They are 
a little redder than others. One toad 
lived on a nice gently sloping hill sever-
al miles from the town of 
Patagonia, surrounded by mesquite 
trees and oaks, with plenty of ants to 
eat. He had a nice view of the rocky 
peaks across the canyon. All was well. 
Until…

One day a woman came walking 
up the hill. She stopped on the gentle 
rise and admired the view. I could live 

here, she thought. I’d build my 
dream house with a big rock 
fireplace, and every morning I 
would look out my big picture 
windows at the rocky peak. 
My children and grandchildren 
would play here. The oaks be-

low would be perfect to walk the dogs. 
A raven would nest in the tallest oak. 
The only sounds would be the wind. 
Only two other houses could be seen, 
far across the canyon. Yes, I would love 
to live here.

And so it came to pass. She bought 
the land and planned a road leading 
from the oaks and the creek below 
up to the gentle slope. She met the 
horned toad. They had always been 
her favorite animal. When she was a 
kid in Durango and Farmington, she 
would catch them and rub their stom-
achs, putting them into a coma.

She caught this toad, rubbed his 
stomach, and told him that she was 
glad he lived on this beautiful hill.

Then they graded the land. Not 
a lot of it, just enough for the house 
foundation.

And the toad was never seen again.
I am that woman, fortunate to live 

in the canyon with the oaks and the 
ravens.

 But I have never seen the horned 
toad again, and in all the years I have 
lived in Flux Canyon, in all the walks 
up every canyon and ridge for miles, I 
have never seen a horned toad again.

The horned lizard had a great place 
to live. He was king of his hill. But I was 
bigger, and stronger, with money for a 
bulldozer. He had to go.

So now there’s a mining company 
up on Red Mountain. They want to 
dig a mile deep into the earth above 
our town to pull out zinc and lead and 
copper. They want to provide 500 jobs 
for people from other places to come 
here to our little 1000 person town. 
The investors will make money for 20 
years, and then the jobs and the mon-
ey will go away.

But in the meanwhile they will take 
the water out of Alum Canyon, just 
above my dream house, for a pond to 
run their operations, drawing nearly 
a million gallons a day. When they are 
through processing the ore with their 
chemicals, they will leak their acid 
mine drainage (“treated” of course) 
into Alum Creek. This is the creek that 
runs through my property, down be-
neath the oaks. 

My water will be sucked dry. The 
oaks are already stressed from drought 
and global warming. They will die, one 

by one. Whatever else is still alive will 
be poisoned by the acid drainage. I 
asked the mine manager if he would 
come drink my “treated” acid water, 
and he said of course. But he will be 
long gone by then. (He’s already gone.)

The Arizona Departments of 
Environmental Quality and Water 
Resources have issued permits for the 
water and the acid. I ask them how 
can they do that, when we all know 
you can never replace water when it’s 
gone, and the acid will be there when 
humans are gone from the earth. 

But the Mine, they are bigger and 
stronger than I am. They have the Min-
ing Law of 1872, and an administration 
that wants to use all resources regard-
less of environmental damage, behind 
them. They have foreign investors with 
money. They have bulldozers.

Today I am the toad. Karma has 
come full circle. There will be no more 
horned toads, no more oaks, and no 
more dream homes, in my canyon. The 
sleeping woman weeps.



Musician, horse-
man, pharmacist and 
the oldest working 
pharmacy owner 
in Arizona, Myron 
(Mickey) Ginsburg, 
at 88, is still working 
at his drug store 
in Sonoita. Born in 
Cleveland, OH in 
1931, he moved to 
Tucson in 1941 with 
his family. 

Music entered 
Ginsburg’s life early 
when he was just 
five as he was asth-
matic and not able 
to be as physically active as his peers. 
He studied violin and continued play-
ing into his adult years as a member 
of the University of Arizona Sympho-
ny and later played in the Southern 
Arizona Symphony. To this day, Gins-
burg laments that perhaps a career as 
a musician would have been a good 
choice for him.

Ginsburg was also active in the Boy 
Scouts, earning his Eagle Scout badge 
in 1945. Four years later he became 
a scout master. The Arizona Nation-
al Guard then claimed him, where 
he served from 1948 to 1951 while 
attending the University of Arizona 
studying pharmaceutical science. As a 
student he was a member of Kappa Psi 
Honorary Fraternity and the Tri Delta 
Phi Fraternity. 

He graduated with his degree in 
1952 and joined his pharmacist father 
at their Tucson drug store. When the 
polio epidemic was prevalent in the 
U.S., Ginsburg was one of the early, 
ground breaking participants in dis-
pensing the vaccine on sugar cubes to 
the locals in Tucson. 

 After the death of his father in 
1969, Ginsburg took over the business 
until finally selling it in 1977. From 
there, he worked for a number of years 
at a pharmacy chain before opening 
Old Pueblo Pharmacy in Sonoita in 
1999.

Ginsburg’s other passion along with 
his music, is horses. Specifically race 
horses. His mother told the story that 
when he was just two years old, she 
took him to a circus in Ohio where 

he slipped away from her. She finally 
found him on the back of one of the 
circus performer’s horses, having per-
suaded the owner to let him ride.

Having had his own horse as a child 
in Tucson, Ginsburg retained his love 
of horses his whole life. In 1957 a 
friend of Ginsburg owned a racehorse 
and needed a partner to help with the 
training and expenses and that start-
ed Ginsburg on his road to training 
racehorses in Tucson and Elgin. At his 
Elgin Farm Racing Stables, Ginsburg 
has successfully raised and trained 
thoroughbreds and quarter horses for 
the track and still owns five horses, ac-
tively preparing them for their future.     
Ginsburg related that the feeling of 
coming down the homestretch at forty 
miles an hour is like flying, though it’s 
been a while since he has done that.

Ginsburg and his wife Betty Lou 
raised five children. She came into the 
union with one son and they add-
ed four more children to the family 
throughout the years. Though he 
and Betty Lou are no longer together, 
Ginsburg still sees his children, now 
with nine grandchildren and five great 
grandchildren as they live nearby in 
the Tucson area. His eldest son is a 
pharmacist, carrying on the tradition 
passed from his father and grandfa-
ther. 

Sonoita is fortunate to have Mickey 
Ginsburg, both as a business owner 
serving the community and a dispens-
er of many stories of past adventures 
in his years as a horseman, a musician 
and a long-time Arizona resident.
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Musicians of Note recognizes individ-
uals and groups who have crafted the 
rich and vibrant musical tapestry of 
Eastern Santa Cruz County.

Musicians of Note

Grass is big in Jim 
Koweek’s world. He plants 
it, studies it and writes 
about it. He even sings 
and plays some of it - the 
bluegrass variety, that 
is - as long as it feels and 
sounds like the traditional 
country music he faithfully 
delivers from the heart 
every Thursday at The Café 
in Sonoita. 

But Koweek’s repertoire 
goes way beyond blue-
grass. If he’s calling the 
covers, you’re as likely to 
hear echoes of Bob Wills 
or Hank Williams as of 
Bill Monroe. But whether 
it’s grass, western swing, 
folk or old-time hillbilly, 
Koweek is likely serve it up 
wrapped in the traditional 
country style he has favored since his 
days in upstate New York when his 
guitar-playing hippie girlfriend got him 
hooked on that instrument.

Seeking nothing more than fun 
after high school, Koweek put girl-
friend, guitar and gas in his white Ford 
van and headed for Tucson where he 
eventually got serious enough to earn 
a degree in speech communications 
and went straight to work “digging 
ditches.” That landscaping job evolved 
into career of working with plants, 
which he still does as the owner of 
Arizona Revegetation and Monitoring 
Company based out of his Lyle Canyon 
home.

Koweek has balanced making a 
living with making music and sharing 
it with appreciative listeners since the 
early 1980s when he joined up with 
three talented friends to form his first 
band, Riders of the Lost Desert. They 
quickly dropped the “lost” part of 
their name, became simply The Desert    
Riders and rode that name to success 
for several years on the live music cir-
cuit in Tucson, playing more than 100 
gigs a year before disbanding in 1987. 

“We were lucky if we cleared twen-
ty bucks a piece in those early days,” 
Koweek recalls, “but we loved it.” He 
mostly played bass back then, leaving 
the vocals to other band members. 
“They wouldn’t let me sing,” he shares 
with a hint of humor (or is it pique), 
then adds, “The band had some strong 
singers.” 

After the Riders each went their 
own way - “It was like being married 
to three people at the same time,” 

Koweek said – he began a long as-
sociation with Andy Hersey’s Busted 
Cowboys Band. He played bass and 
profited from the guidance of band 
member Rocky Harper, an eastern 
Virginia sharecropper’s son who had 
gained fame as a country music pio-
neer. Koweek credits his maturity as 
a musician and entertainer to Harper. 
“Being around him for the last 35 years 
is all the musical education a player 
of real country music could ask for,”          
Koweek says. “And, in the tradition of 
this music, I hopefully have handed 
some of it down to my son and a few 
others of his generation to carry on.”

Nowadays, Koweek sticks mostly to 
playing the mandolin, which he took 
up around age 40 when playing bass 
ceased to be fun. At the Café, he usual-
ly appears with some of his favorite 
musicians including his guitarist son 
Clay and vocalist Rana Tucker who 
frequently join him in a trio known as 
the Grassland Band. 

Rocky Harper’s influence is likely 
in play as Koweek’s light-hearted, 
sometimes self-deprecating humor 
and obvious love for the music, engage 
and entertain his audience. And unlike 
in his “Riders” days, he now handles 
vocals with ease. 

If you appreciate authentic tra-
ditional country music, catch one of 
Koweek’s shows. You’re sure to leave 
uplifted and with a sense of gratitude 
that he’s keeping this music alive.

Jim Koweek - Sowing the 
Seeds of Traditional Music

By Bob Brandt

Photo by Bob Brandt
Jim Koweek entertains at the Cafe in Sonoita on 
Thursday evenings.

By Pat McNamara

Mickey Ginsburg:
AZ’s Oldest Pharmacist

Mickey Ginsburg takes a break from work at the Old 
Pueblo Pharmacy in Sonoita.

Photo by Pat McNamara
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Glimpses Into Our Past
By Alison Bunting

By Appointment 520-604-7067 
in the Heart of Patagonia

ASHIATSU -  Livia’s Specialty - Known as 
“The Most Luxurious Deep Tissue Massage 
on the Planet” 

HOT STONE - Ultimate relaxation massage 
loosens tight muscles, melts away tension 

STIMULATING SCRUB - Detoxifying aromatic 
massage followed by exfoliating coffee-sugar 
rub leaving the skin soft and clean 
COLON HYDROTHERAPY - Profound feeling 
of lightness and radiance is a commonly 
reported effect

Livia Pontual is a master 
massage therapist and 

natural health practitioner 
with 35+ years of experience 

in the healing arts.

From 1932 to 
1936 the “Empire Merry Makers,” con-
tributed articles for an Arizona Daily 
Star column reporting on 4-H Club ac-
tivities in Pima County. 4-H in Arizona 
began in 1913 with a club in Chandler. 
The University of Arizona 
Agriculture Experiment Station or-
ganized 12 statewide clubs in 1914 
and by 1915 a U of A extension agent 
was working full time with boys and 
girls clubs that were mostly organized 
through schools. In the 1930’s the 
activities of the Pima County 4-H clubs 
were directed by the University of 
Arizona
Agricultural Extension Service and in-
cluded “the training of the head, heart, 
hand, and health.” [AZ Daily Star, 
2/14/1932].

The Merry Makers attended the 
Empire School, located on Greaterville 
Road, which operated from 1917 to 
1965. It drew students from Gardner 
and Box Canyons and the ranches 
and homesteads in this southernmost 
portion of Pima County. The Merry 
Makers’ articles focused on the club 
and Empire School activities and local 
events. The authors included Lucy Am-
arillas, Lena C. Buck, Frank Dojaquez, 
Eva Ferra, Isabel Greenburg, Harold 
E., Walter and Seymour Thurber, Fern 
Stock, and Anne, Lydia, and Angelita 
Young. The adult club leader in 1932 

was Miss Agnes Krentz, Empire School 
teacher. 

For a couple of years articles at the 
start of the school year documented 
the number of students enrolled and 
described how they got to school.  
In 1933, the four Amarillas and two 
Romero children took the bus to 
school; the four Dojaquez children 
arrived on three donkeys; the three 
Youngs rode two horses. The three 
Kennedys walked part way and got a 
ride with Miss Krentz the rest of the 
way, and Martin Ruiz and the three 
Thurbers walked unless they could 
hitch a ride. [AZ Daily Star 4/3/1933]  
In 1934 most of the children arrived 
on a bus that picked up those who 
lived in Gardner and Box canyons.  
Seymour Thurber rode his bike and 
Isabel Greenburg rode her black horse, 
Prince. [AZ Daily Star, 10/21/1934]

In 1932, to celebrate the 200th 
anniversary of George Washington’s 
birth, the Merry Makers’ activities 
included compiling a recipe book for 
“each mother and housekeeper” in the 
district [AZ Daily Star, 2/14/1932], and 
planting a cottonwood tree and some 
flowers. [AZ Daily Star, 3/13/1932]  
Robert Amarillas, president, was the 
only boy in the club that year. He and 
all the girls completed their sewing 
projects by the end of the school year. 

Eva Ferra, who lived with her grand-
parents on the Empire Ranch kept up 
the contributions during the summer, 

writing mostly 
about what she 
was learning from 
working for Mrs. 
Mary Boice and 
Empire Ranch 
happenings.  

Four boys 
joined the club in 
the Fall of 1932 
making it possi-
ble to consider 
new activities, 
such as camp-
ing. [AZ Daily 
Star,10/23/1932] 

When school 
started the next 
year seven girls 
and ten boys joined 
and Ruth Downs was their teacher. 
[AZ Daily Star, 10/8/1933] In 1934 the 
boys’ primary activity was the planting 
of a cactus garden which was unfor-
tunately ruined by Martin Ruiz’s two 
burros a few weeks later. [AZ Daily 
Star, 1/21 & 2/12/1934] The Thurber 
boys, whose father owned the Thurber 
Hereford Ranch were the only children 
reported to be raising calves and enter-
ing them in 4-H competitions. The club 
was especially proud when Seymour’s 
calf “Independence” won 3rd place in 
the Tucson livestock show of 1935.

Major community events reported 
included the establishment of a refor-

estation camp in Box Canyon [AZ Daily 
Star, 5/21/1933]; the completion 
of the new Box Canyon Road by the 
Civilian Conservation Corps [AZ Daily 
Star, 5/6/1934]; a major flood washing 
out all the fences in Empire Canyon [AZ 
Daily Star, 9/8/1935]; and the building 
of H.B. Thurber’s concrete cellar with 
a 1,500 gallon water tank installed 
above. [AZ Daily Star, 5/11/1936]

Though the 4H Activities section 
of the Star continued into the 1940s, 
articles by the Empire Merry Makers 
ceased in 1936. Other active groups 
included the Vail Villagers, the Pantano 
Stitch in Time, the Sahuarita Sunshin-
ers, and the Greaterville Prospectors.

Photo courtesy of the Empire Ranch Foundation
Flag raising at the Empire School, 1950’s
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April’s Aerial Armada

sTArsTruCk

By Harold Meckler

It doesn’t get much better than 
April to find your way among the 
stars. The Big Dipper is high overhead 
throughout the month. Look northeast 
to find the distinctive pattern com-
prised of three “handle” stars and four 
that give shape to its “pan.” 

Seems like everyone knows about 
the Big Dipper. It’s an asterism, a group 
of stars, within the larger constellation 
of Ursa Major, the Big Bear. Its handle 
is the bear’s tail, while the pan reaches 
into the beast’s chest. It’s a great tool 
to find a number of night sky objects. 
First, find the star furthest from the 

handle and at the bottom of 
the pan. Draw a line from that 
star through the star marking 

the top of the pan that is also furthest 
from the handle. That line will take you 
to Polaris, the North Star. It should be 
above Mt. Wrightson. Though some-
times thought to be the brightest star 
in the sky, Polaris is actually very run 
of the mill, but it will always point the 
way north. It is one of the handle stars 
of the Little Dipper, or Ursa Minor, the 
Little Bear.

Let’s go back to the Big Dipper. As 
noted, the handle consists of three 
stars. The one in the middle is Mizar. 
Focus binoculars on Mizar and you eas-
ily find that it is a double star, with the 
fainter Alcor alongside. The two stars 
are about 78 light years from Earth. 
They are forever bound, orbiting each 
other for eternity. Incredibly, using 
high powered instruments, it appears 
that the Mizar double is not just two, 
but five stars, a quintuple system, mov-
ing through space together.

Now, starting with Mizar, start a 
curving line, an arc, that heads to the 
outer edge of the handle and contin-
ue the arc until reaching one of the 
brightest stars in our night sky, Arctu-

ras. It is the alpha star of the constel-
lation Bootes, the Herdsman. To me, 
Bootes looks like a giant ice cream 
cone. 

If you continue the arc through 
Arcturas, you’ll reach Spica, the only 
bright star in Virgo, one of the twelve 
signs of the Zodiac. Arcturas and Spica 
are two thirds of the Spring Triangle, 
teaming up with Denebola, the tail of 
Leo, The Lion. Leo sits high in the sky 
this month, almost directly south of 
the Big Dipper. Look for the “sickle” 
that forms its head.

Meanwhile, Jupiter and Saturn, are 
visible in the early morning hours. Jupi-
ter will rise first in the southeastern 
sky with Saturn following it about an 
hour later. Both will move east to west. 

With binoculars you can be a mod-
ern-day Galileo. In 1610, using a hand-
held telescope, Galileo observed four 
moons orbiting Jupiter and marked 
their ever-changing positions. Now 
referred to as the Galilean moons, Io, 
Europa, Ganymede and Callisto make 
for a great observing project. On any 
given day they may line up to one 
side of Jupiter. On another day some 
may be hidden by the planet, leaving, 
perhaps just one or two on either side. 

Compared to Jupiter’s other 75 moons, 
the Galilean moons are huge. Indeed, 
Ganymede is larger than the planet 
Mercury.

Saturn, though, is the real gem of 
the sky. Seeing its rings for the first 
time through a telescope brings an 
inevitable gasp. There are some things 
that are beautiful without explanation. 
We’ve all seen photographs of Saturn’s 
rings, but in real time it’s simply jaw 
dropping. 

And, we should consider ourselves 
lucky because those rings, according to 
recent studies, have only been there 
for the past few hundred million years. 
If the solar system is roughly 4.5 billion 
years old, the rings are babies. Further, 
scientists believe that the rings will dis-
appear, or fall into Saturn, within the 
next several hundred million years.  

So, stay up late or wake up early. Or, 
pull an all-nighter. There’s plenty to see 
in the sky this month.

As a wildlife biologist and profes-
sional bird guide, I look forward with 
great anticipation to the month of 
April. This is one of the best months 
of the year to seek a broad diversity of 
bird species in an equally dazzling array 
of local habitats. It is now that many 
neotropical migrants join our winter-
ing and resident species in a veritable 
onslaught of birds. Traveling by day 
and/or night, various birds make their 
way to southeast Arizona which serves 
as either an important way station or 
as their breeding destination. Here I 
proffer a small taste of our avian array, 
hopefully whetting your appetite for 
observing some of our unique bird 
species. 

   Our Madrean archipelago boasts 
some of the highest levels of biodiver-
sity for our latitudes, which mark the 
transition from the temperate to the 
subtropical realm. The towering ranges 
that constitute our forested islands 
harbor many habitats that comple-
ment our lowland plant communities. 
Thus, an idealized ecological trip 
from a low valley to the tallest of our 
mountains encompasses the follow-
ing habitats, (going from low to high): 

Sonoran or Chihuahuan 
desert, grasslands, chap-
arral, Madrean evergreen 
woodland (oaks, junipers, 
and pines in particular), 
montane coniferous for-
est, spruce-fir forest, and 
montane meadows. We 
are indeed very fortunate 
to host a truly impressive 
spectrum of local bird 

habitats.
   One of the most 

iconic of our desert 
species in the Costa’s hummingbird. 
This is among our smallest hummers 
and the most common breeder in our 
arid habitats. It mostly migrates locally 
in winter, eschewing colder climes in 
favor of the warmest nearby desert 
habitats. With a purple gorget - the 
iridescent throat patch found in most 
hummingbirds - that extravagantly 
spills onto its cheeks like Darwinian 
muttonchops, this species is certainly 
unmistakable. The courtship flight dis-
play of the male likewise gives pause 
for thought, as the sound produced by 
the U-shaped dive resonates in your 
head like a bout of tinnitus. Feathers, 
not vocalizations, produce this sound. 
Instead of checking your ears, look 
skyward and see if you can somehow 
pull this mere pygmy of a bird literally 
out of thin air.

   Grasslands species include the 
Botteri’s sparrow. Amidst a local sea 
of other sparrows - our region has the 
most species on earth - Botteri’s stands 
out owing to its eclectic, bouncing 
song, often offered in response to 
monsoonal rains. Though some winter 
locally, others likely migrate back and 
forth between their breeding and win-

tering grounds. 
Healthy native 
grasslands are 
the realm of 
this long-tailed, 
large, and 
mostly reclusive 
sparrow.

   Bushtits 
migrate mostly 
locally and are 
a highly acro-
batic species, 
which serves 
them well in the 
dense shrubbery 
of our chapar-
ral. There they 
deftly maneuver 
from perch to perch, 
while assaulting 
various tiny insects that comprise the 
bulk of their diet. Watching a flock 
of this highly social species is akin to 
witnessing an avian kaleidoscope, so 
dazzling and complex are their collec-
tive movements. 

   Continuing up our elevation 
habitat ladder, look for sulphur-bellied 
flycatchers in our Madrean evergreen 
woodlands, particularly near stream-
side forests. There this brightly colored 
species seeks many of the same nest-
ing holes as the famous elegant tro-
gon. Biologists have witnessed fierce 
fights over the tree cavities that each 
species employs for breeding. Listen 
for the distinctive “squeaky doll” call of 
this acrobatic, insectivorous species.

     Combining our high elevation 
habitats under the convenient umbrel-
la of coniferous forests, we arrive at 
the tops of our highest mountains - the 
home of the elusive short-tailed hawk. 

This neotropical species barely en-
ters our area, mostly in the Huachuca 
and Chiricahua Mountains. Until a few 
years ago, birders had to venture to 
peninsular Florida to enjoy this species 
in the U.S. In the 1980’s, short-tailed 
hawks began to visit and breed in 
southeast Arizona. This small buteo 
strafes our dense coniferous forests 
in search of mostly avian prey, such as 
woodpeckers and jays, making its diet 
more like that of a Cooper’s hawk than 
most other local buteos. 

 
    

Photo by Vince Pinto
The Costas hummingbird is one of our smallest 
hummingbirds in the Sky Islands

Vincent Pinto and his wife, Claudia, 
run RAVENS-WAY WILD JOURNEYS, 
their Nature Adventure & Conserva-
tion organization devoted to protect-
ing the unique biodiversity of the Sky 
Islands region. 
Visit: www.ravensnatureschool.org

Editor’s note: Harold Meckler shares 
his love for the night sky in this col-
umn. He is the author of “Monsoon,” a 
novel about imagination, awe and self 
discovery.
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Mountain Empire Rotary Hosts 
Career Fair

The Mountain Empire Rotary Club 
held its 3rd annual Career Fair at the 
Patagonia School on March 8. Students 
in grades 7 through 12 from both Elgin 
and Patagonia schools had the oppor-
tunity to meet with representatives at 
more than 40 resource tables, includ-
ing colleges and universities, Customs 
and Border Patrol, utility companies, 
South32, local nonprofits, health care 
professions, armed forces, human ser-
vices agencies and county government 
departments. 

Information about programs de-
signed to give students a head start 
on certifications and college credits, 
summer opportunities at Borderlands 
Restoration, post high school experi-
ences, fun with robotics, presented by 
the Nogales High School Robotics Club, 
and the consequences of becoming 
involved in drug trafficking were topics 
covered in panel discussions through-

out the morning. 
Dean Fish, of the Santa Fe Ranch, 

gave the keynote speech, titled      
“Sustainable Agriculture: the New Face 
of Ranching.”

The landing of the Arizona LifeLine 
helicopter, a bucket truck from Uni-
source, and demonstrations by the 
Nogales Police Department canine unit 
all took place outside the gym, while 
exhibitions featuring drones from the 
Cochise Technology District, and a 
robot designed by the Nogales High 
School robotics club were held indoors. 

“It’s exciting to see the kids explor-
ing options for their future,” Randy 
Heiss, organizer of the event, said.  
“The program was designed to get our 
students thinking about their career 
goals, and it appears we were success-
ful in doing just that, thanks to the 
support of today’s participants.”  

The friendly and helpful library 
clerks that you see as you enter the 
Sonoita library are Dot Rhodes and 
Jennifer Riehl. Rhodes will greet you 
Mondays and Thursdays, Riehl is there 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday. 

The famous quote by George R.R. 
Martin, “A reader lives a thousand lives 
before he dies...The man who never 
reads lives only one,” certainly applies 
to Rhodes and Riehl. They are both 
voracious readers. Rhodes reads one 
to four books per week and Reihl reads 
one to two books per week. Their love 
of reading transfers to their ability to 
help library patrons find books that will 
interest and appeal to each patron’s 
interests. 

Riehl is a Tucson native. She attend-
ed Pima Community College, married, 
and has raised two children who are 
now in their early twenties. She is 
looking forward to the approaching 
wedding of her daughter and a trip to 
visit their son stationed in Italy with 
the Air Force. she and her husband 
have been in Sonoita since 2013 and 
are active in the Sonoita Hills Commu-
nity Church, hiking, camping, birding, 
and gardening. Before coming to work 
at the Sonoita Library, she worked for 
over ten years with the Vail School 
District as a media specialist, ‘para-
pro’ in the classroom and with speech 
therapy.  

Rhodes was born and raised on 
Long Island. She graduated from Rhode 
Island School of Design with a Bachelor 
of Fine Arts degree in textile design. 
After graduation, she worked for five 
years in New York City in the textile 

trade. In 1966 she joined the Army 
Special Services with her first duty in 
Korea. She transferred to Fort Huachu-
ca in 1970 to become the Director of 
the Service Club off-post at the current 
Landmark Plaza location. 

With the opening of the new Murr 
Recreation Center on Fort Huachuca in 
1973, Rhodes worked to improve the 
services and programs available for 
soldiers and their family members. Af-
ter retirement she built her straw bale 
home in the Sonoita area in 1997. 

The Sonoita library clerk job was a 
volunteer position in 2000 when she 
first started at the library. For five years 
she volunteered until a state grant 
provided funds to pay for two part 
time library clerk positions starting 
in 2005. She estimates she has read 
close to 1000 books just from the                
Sonoita Library, not including books 
from interlibrary loan and other librar-
ies in the area. 

Her long history of volunteerism in-
cludes involvement with the develop-
ment of the Friends of the San Pedro 
River, serving as the organization’s 
president for seven years, promoting 
the docent program, youth education, 
bookstore, bird banding and leading 
hikes along the river.

Riehl and Rhodes both find that 
the most rewarding part of working 
at the library is the interaction with 
the library patrons and assisting with 
research. They both have made the 
library a pleasant and friendly space 
where one can visit, read, study, and 
most days have a cup of coffee and a 
snack while enjoying a quiet and pleas-
ant reprieve.

Meet the Sonoita Library Clerks

Photo by Jo Dean Photo by Marion Vendituoli 
Jennifer Riehl (left) and Dot Rhodes (right) share their love of reading with 
patrons of the Sonoita Library
By Jo Dean

 Gordon Purvis, Agent 
 Gordon Purvis Agency, Inc. 

 7429 E 22nd St, Tucson 
 gpurvis@amfam.com 

 gordonpurvis.com American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. 
American Family Insurance Company,
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
006441 – Rev. 11/15 ©2015 – 7407583

Call me today at (520) 298-3900.

every mile, every milestone,
we've got you Covered. 

       Sunday Service 10 a.m.             Thrift Shop Hours 
          Fellowship follows               Friday 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
      Sunday School, Nursery,       Saturday 10 a.m. -2 p.m. 
                Bible Study 

PATAGONIA COMMUNITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
                    387 McKeown Avenue    394-2274 

 
 

By Marion Vendituoli and Sue Archibald

Photo by Marion Vendituoli 
Students explored career and higher education options at the MER Career 
Fair at the Patagonia School.
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Check It Out At The Library
By Laura Wenzel

One hiking trail per month is highlighted in Take A Hike!. Each description will 
include access point/s and directions, length, terrain, interesting features, and 
whether open to dogs or horses. 

Our goal is to eventually combine the individual descriptions into a loose-leaf 
book of local trails. Borderlands is partnering with the PRT to make an accompa-
nying GIS generated map to show the relative locations of the trails. In addition 
to several hard copies, the trail book will be available on both the PRT and BRN 
websites. The key, of course, is recruiting volunteers to write the trail descrip-
tions. If you have a trail in mind, email it to prteditor@gmail.com.

Take A Hike!
By Grace Fullmer

The Arizona Trail Passage 3: 
Canelo Hills West

Every day for the past month I have 
noticed at least one Arizona Trail hiker 
walking through town with trekking 
poles, large backpacks full of gear, and 
gleeful smiles plastered on their faces. 

Inspired by their drive to be “out on 
the trail,” I recently went for an adven-
ture on the Arizona Trail. The Town of 
Patagonia is lucky to be one of the Ar-
izona Trail Gateway Communities. This 
means the 800 mile trail, that carries 
its users from Mexico up to Utah, cuts 
right through town. The Canelo Hills 
West Passage, found off of Harshaw 
Road, is a moderate-hard hike that 
begins in Patagonia and goes for 16.2 
miles, ending on Canelo Pass Road. 
While 16.2 miles is a long stretch, the 
beauty of this trail is you can go for 
however long you want, and then turn 
around at any point. My hike ended up 
being three miles roundtrip. 

The start of the trail winds through 
mesquite bosque and sacaton flats. 
Soon the trail climbs a hillside, where 
you pass through the first gate, and are 
offered stunning views of the hills in 

the distance marked with red minerals, 
green shrubbery and boulders covered 
in lichen. The trail continues further 
into the hills, winding along ocotillo 
ridges, down into oak woodlands, and 
up to beautiful vistas. At a high point, 
at the second gate, you are offered the 
opportunity to continue down into a 
valley where the trail moves toward 
Mexico, or you can turn around, like 
my puppy and I decided to do. The 
walk back is easier, and a great reward 
for the hard work you put into going 
up. 

Dogs, horses and bikes are allowed 
on this trail. Best used in the spring, 
fall and winter. The trail is very well 
defined, with a good map at the trail-
head. Check out aztrail.org for more 
information.

Directions from the Visitors Center: 
Head north on McKeown Avenue until 
it turns into Harshaw Avenue, continue 
for 3 miles. The trailhead will be on 
the right-hand side after a cattle guard. 
Parking is free. 

Talk to any li-
brarian and you’ll likely find that he or 
she has a favorite library scene from 
a movie or TV show (or maybe they 
aren’t into movies and they only read 
books, which, okay, I get it). I never 
realized how many pop culture library 
scenes there are until I started working 
in a library myself. Every time I watch 
something and there’s a scene with a 
library, or a librarian, my heart feels 
happy. Some folks may disagree with 
this list, and the films are not the most 
intellectually stimulating, but they are 
definitely entertaining.

“The Mummy” (1999) - Evil mum-
mies from the dead are no match 
for the beauty and brains of Evelyn       
Carnahan, played by Rachel Weisz. 
Sure, she’s a little klutzy, but what she 
lacks in grace she more than makes 
up for in sass. Evy has one of the most 
quotable librarian lines in a film: 

“Evelyn: Look, I... I may not be an 
explorer, or an adventurer, or a trea-
sure-seeker, or a gunfighter, Mr. O'Con-
nell, but I am proud of what I am.

Rick: And what is that?
Evelyn: I... am a librarian.”
“Desk Set “(1957) – In this romantic 

comedy, Katharine Hepburn plays NBC 
library reference clerk Bunny Watson, 
whose life is upended by Spencer 
Tracy’s Richard Summers, a computer 
expert assigned with automating her 
department. She worries she’s going to 

lose her job, but even computers need 
librarians. The film does a great job of 
showing the stranger side of working a 
reference desk: “Oh, yes, we’ve looked 
that up for you, and there are certain 
poisons which leave no trace, but it’s 
network policy not to mention them 
on our programs.”

What I’m Reading:
“Daisy Jones & The Six,” by Taylor 

Jenkins Reid. This is the kind of audio-
book that makes you want to find an 
excuse to hop in your car and go for a 
drive just so you can keep listening. I’m 
sure the physical book is just as enjoy-
able, but the way the story is read, by 
a full cast, is just delightful. The story 
follows Daisy Jones, a beautiful young 
singer discovering her voice and her 
power in the 1970s music industry and 
The Six, an up and coming band on the 
verge of making it big. It’s written like 
an interview transcript, and listening to 
the excitement, frustration, and heart-
ache in each character’s voices is truly 
special. Sure, the book is full of rock 
‘n roll clichés (heavy drug and alcohol 
use abounds, and the unrequited love 
of the main characters is fairly stan-
dard) but the storytelling is captivating 
enough to keep you wanting more.

Next month, I’ll write about 3 more 
of my favorite film libraries and librar-
ians.

Libraries and Librarians in Film: 

On Friday, March 15, the Ag Students from PUHS, along with a few middle 
school students, provided a community service by cleaning up at the Patagonia 
Cemetery. Murphy Musick joined in and supplied new flags to replace the worn 
flags on Veterans’ graves. This community service has become a tradition, one 
we hope will continue through the years.

PUHS students volunteered to clean up the Patagonia Cemetery. (From 
left) Lizzy Urias, Amaris Ochoa, Janelle Valenzuela, Brianna Young, 
Hannah Young, Jesus Vasquez. Julian Vasquez, John Hubbell, Ralphie 
Quiroz, Dylan Jacob, Carolina Quiroz, Amanda Zamudio

Photo by Cynie Murray

Over 250 enthusiastic guests attended the Empire Ranch Foundation 
Milestone Celebration on March 23 to commemorate the stabilization and 
preservation work on the historic 1876 Empire Ranch House. (From left) 
Steve Christy, Pima County Supervisor, Faith Boice,President,Empire 
Ranch Foundation. Jayme Lopez,BLM Tucson Field Office Manager, Jim 
Kolbe, former U.S. Representative Az, Dean Bibles, former BLM State Di-
rector Az., Or., and Wa.

The PRT Shed, 
(behind the Visitors Center) will be OPEN 

during EarthFest 
on April 20 2019. 

Come visit us!

Photo by Cheryl Rogos



‘The Universe Within,’ a world-building course 
developed by art and education nonprofit Mat Bevel 
Company (MBC), has launched at the Patagonia 
Elementary School. The course was inspired by MBC 
President Ned Schaper’s magical world of Beveldom. 

Taught by Science and Math Teacher David 
Clovesko-Wharton, third and fourth graders at the 
School are the first students to participate in ‘The 
Universe Within’ curriculum, which launched with 
a field trip to Schaper’s Museum Of Kinetic Art in 
Tucson. Students enjoyed a “Welcome to Beveldom” 
program, then a tour of the museum.

The course was developed to 
address a national creative intelli-
gence deficit. The premise of the 
course is that genius and creativ-
ity are not so much about IQ as 
employing daily practices to solve 
problems. It also fits into STEAM, 
an approach that uses science, 
technology, engineering, arts and 
mathematics. 

Five course modules have 
been integrated that align with 
Arizona state standards  - The 
Daily Doodle, Corrugated Head-
gear, The Art of Kinetics, Digital 
Story Book, and Exhibition & Pe-
destrian Carnival. “The approach 
used to engage students targets 
their natural curiosity and imagi-
nation,” Patagonia Public Schools 
Superintendent Rachell 
Hochheim said.

Dr. Bruce Bayly, Professor of 
Mathematics at the University of 
Arizona, works with MBC to trans-

late the world of Beveldom into science and math 
lessons. Dr. Mark Runco, Faculty at Southern Oregon 
University, is assessing students’ before and after 
coursework. A new interactive 3D creativity assess-
ment was developed on the iPad, with support from 
Patagonia Regional Community Fund (PRCF). Other 
major sponsors for development of the curriculum 
include South32, Arizona Commission on the Arts 
and Doug and Mary Rogers

Paula Schaper, Vice President and Executive Direc-
tor, who works from MBC’s Patagonia location, says 
she is already receiving requests for the curriculum 

from others in Southern Arizona and “going forward, 
we hope individuals, corporations and foundations 
will continue to support new dimensions of ‘The Uni-
verse Within.’ In school year 2019-2020, the curricu-
lum will extend to more ages, subjects and schools.” 

For more information, contact Paula Schaper at 
520-604-6273, email at pschaper@matbevelcompa-
ny.org, or visit www.matbevelcompany.org.

South32 is the new owner of the Hermosa Project, a high grade zinc, lead and silver
development option located here in the Patagonia Mountains. South32 is a globally diversified
metals and mining company.

At South32 we manage our natural resources carefully and strive to ensure the safety and
environmental well being of the communities we serve. We work closely with federal and state
agencies to comply with strict and comprehensive environmental regulations. We strive to be a
strong community partner and are committed to the nonprofit and business organizations that
make this region special.

WE ARE SOUTH32 HERMOSA
Making a difference with the work we do. 

www.south32.net 
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Students Explore ‘The 
Universe Within’ By Paula Schaper

Students experience the motion of the huge “Thought Launcher” 
sculpture.

Photo by Paula Schaper
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April 13: 2 p.m.  Royal Ballet presents “Don 
Quixote”  Sponsored by Jan Herron and Gama Leyva 
Free  
April 17: 6 p.m. “The Maltese Falcon”      Free
April 20: 6 p.m.   “The Beaver Believers”  www.
thebeaverbelievers.com  A special Earth Day presen-
tation sponsored by Doni and Cholla Nicoll     Free  
April 28: 2 p.m. “Renoir” Pierre-Auguste Renoir 
paints on the French Riviera in 1915 after his wife 
dies and his son is wounded in battle. He finds a 
young woman named Andrée and she becomes his 
last model.    Free
May 4: 5 p.m. “Best F(r)iends, Volume 2”  Join 
Greg Sestero LIVE for Dinner and a Movie at the Tin 
Shed Theater. 
Dinner: Tacos and all the Fixings with vegetarian op-
tions available.
$12, includes dinner and the movie
May 6  10a.m & 7 p.m. Club Theater presents 
“Jack and the Beanstalk”     Free

*Dates and Times Subject to Change*

PCAA wishes to thank all our generous sponsors of the 
2018-2019 season at the Patagonia Movie House. If you would be 

interested in sponsoring upcoming events, please contact 
Cassina Farley at 520-394-9369.

Visit www.patagoniacreativearts.org  or 394-9369 
for more information.
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The Santa Cruz Foundation 
For The Performing Arts

Benderly-Kendall Opera House, 344 Naugle 
Ave., Patagonia, AZ

Schedule
April 14: 3 p.m.   William Feasley, Classical Guitar

$30 Prepay / $35 At the Door

April 28: 3 p.m.   Amanda Zory, Soprano & Walter  

 Aparicio, Piano    $25 Prepay / $30 At the Door

Visit www.scfpapresents.org 
for more information

Local resident Cholla Nicoll, who 
worked with beavers in Colorado, has 
arranged for the showing of a new 
documentary film “The Beaver Be-
lievers,” at the Tin Shed Theater on 
April 20 at 6p.m. as part of Patagonia’s 
Earthfest festivities.

Shot in eight western states,             
“The Beaver Believers” is a feature 
documentary that tells the urgent yet 
whimsical story of an unlikely cadre 
of activists - a biologist, a hydrologist, 
a botanist, an ecologist, a psycholo-
gist, and a hairdresser - who share a 
common vision: restoring the North 
American Beaver, the most industrious, 
ingenious, bucktoothed little engineer, 
to the watersheds of the American 

West.” (Beaverbelievers.com) For more 
information on the film visit thebea-
verbelievers.com. 

As a keystone species beavers 
dramatically increase the ability of 
their habitat to support other lifeforms 
including plants, animals and fish. This 
is the reason more federally managed 
land managers are bringing beavers 
back to do the job of storing and clean-
ing water. 

Arizona has its own beaver reintro-
duction success story on the San Pedro 
River. Between 1999 and 2003, 16 
beavers were reintroduced there. The 
population has increased to approxi-
mately 100 beavers today. 

The Beaver Believers By Cholla Nicholl

Mesquite Grove Gallery
375 McKeown Ave.

Working Artists 
Studio/Gallery

Hand Weaving
Painting
Jewelry 

By Artist Designer
Regina Medley

Also Featuring
Area Artists for over 30 Years

Open
11- 4 Thurs.- Sat.

Other Times by Appointment
520-400-7230

reginamedley.com

 Senior Citizens of Patagonia (SCP) will buy 
a freezer thanks to an Arizona Community 

Foundation grant of $4000, and a new computer from a donation 
by Legacy Foundation of Sierra Vista

Next month there is Earth 'n' Art on April 20 to showcase 
Senior arts, crafts and homemade sweets. Half of the profit from 
art sales will be donated to SCP. To participate contact Heather 
Dodge at 520-732-0598 or hsdodge712@gmail.com.

SEACAP will next offer utility assistance on Tuesday, April 16th 
from 9:30-11:30 at SCP. A  fundraising event is in the works for 
September to celebrate the 30th anniversary ofSCP. If you’d like 
to be on the planning committee, contact Heather.

If there is anyone with experience in grant writing, and who 
would like to volunteer their services, please contact SCP. Also, 
donations 
can be 
made to 
the Woody 
Winans 
Endowment 
Fund for the 
SCP.     

By Valerie Hing
Senior Center News
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Well-known western writer, and  Patagonia resi-

dent, JPS Brown (Joseph Paul Summers Brown) has 
written 15 books, more than 200 short stories and 
received two lifetime achievement awards for his 
contributions to southwestern literature. 

Now 88, he has a long history in the Patagonia 
area. Born in Nogales into a family of ranchers, he 
is related to many of the founding settlers of the 
region. 

Brown is first and foremost a cattleman and a 
cowboy. He received a scholarship as a heavyweight 
boxer (he even sparred with Rocky Marciano) to 
study at Notre Dame University, where he earned his 
degree, spent four years in the U.S. Marine Corps, 
and worked as an alpine rescue instructor, a gold 
prospector, cattleman, a stuntman and a movie 
wrangler. His first book, Jim Kane, was made into a 
1972 movie “Pocket Money” starring Paul Newman 
and Lee Marvin.  

Rick Padilla, Brown’s business partner, also has 
family roots in this area. Padilla is a filmmaker who 
left Hollywood to move back to southern Arizona 
in 2010. In Hollywood he had worked as creative 
associate for Hal Ashby, the film editor/director that 
garnered Oscar nominations for his work on “In the 
Heat of the Night,” “Being There,” “Coming Home,” 
“Shampoo” and “Harold and Maude.” Padilla and 
Brown began working together in 2011. 

Padilla has 
completed a 
screenplay for 
an upcoming 
movie based 

upon Brown’s recent book, “The Spirit of 
Dogie Long,” a coming of age adventure. 
Padilla said, “Dogie Long represents how 
one should live their life on this earth. It 
transcends film genre. It could take place 
here, in Siberia, anywhere. Everyone of all 
cultures and age can have a connection to 
his beautiful story.”

“Joe and I brought John Forbes into the 
company as a partner,” Padilla said. “He 
was the missing piece. John’s music credits 
and talent are incredible. John produced 
the Dogie Long audio book with Grammy 
winner Jan Smith (Mama Jan) and brought 
in Grammy winner Ray Kennedy to produce 
the music album for Dogie Long, “A Cow-
boy Operetta.’” Padilla decided to reverse 

engineer what he had learned in Hollywood, 
and create a new business model, which would be 
to digitize the books first, create audiobooks, music 
albums, and then make them into films. “We are well 
into it,” he said. 

Padilla met Brown after reading two of his books. 
Years later, they discovered strong family connec-
tions. Like Brown, Padilla’s family cowboyed in the 
area and has roots on both sides of the border. The 
Padillas were among the first vaqueros in Arivaca. 
This was during the same time that Brown’s family, 
early settlers in Arizona, was ranching. Years later, 
Brown’s father and uncle rode horseback for U.S. 
Customs in Arivaca to stop bootlegging - the boot-
leggers were Padillas. Brown’s dad and uncle did not 
arrest the Padillas but drank the booze and partied 
with them in the mountains. Padilla says, “I’m doing 
the best work of my career, because I’m home where 
I belong.”

Padilla explained that he has been influenced by 
Ashby’s philosophy of movie making that the story is 
the priority—the “search for the truth of the human 
condition,” and that Brown writes novels with this at 
the core of his stories. “I realized Joe’s genius. He is 
the real Indiana Jones of cowboys! It is unreal what 
he has done and lived,” Padilla said. 

“Joe knows that the real cowboy heroes are not 
as they are portrayed in this Hollywood version, but 
are often fifty miles away from any other human. 

They risk their lives against beast and Mother Nature 
on a daily basis. There is no box office, applause or 
audience.

 “He is considered by many to be the Hemingway 
of western writers,” and “some literary scholars 
have described the opening pages of The Forests of 
the Night as the best beginning of any novel ever 
written. In the introduction to the French version of 
that book, local author Jim Harrison wrote that ‘JPS 
Brown is the restorer of the great American quest,’” 
Padilla said of Brown 

Brown’s stories being developed for film also 
include the “The Forests of the Night,” and “The 
Outfit,” about Brown’s time spent on Art Linkletter’s 
ranch. “Cowboys Fly,” based on Brown’s unpublished 
autobiography and memoir of his family’s life here 
on the border spanning over 150 years, is being de-
veloped for TV. “His books were better for film than 
those from anybody I had ever worked with,” Padilla 
said. “Adapting and directing Joe’s work into films is 
humbling and an honor. I feel blessed.” 

Author, Filmmaker, Team up
to Make Movies 

Photo by Patra Kelly
Rick Padilla and JPS Brown have been collaborating  
since 2011.

By Patra Kelly

SPRING GREENS & FRESH FRUIT

Local, Organic & Natural Grocery
Open 7 days a week - 9 am to 6 pm

347 McKeown Avenue, Patagonia, AZ 
520-394-2786

• Local grass-fed ground beef 

• Local coffee, honey & crafts 

• Ice cream, produce, cheese 

• Bulk beans, grains & flour 

• Vegan & gluten free foods 

• Case price discounts!



The Anne C. Stradling Equine 
Foundation will offer scholarships 
for students graduating in the class 
of 2019 who attend local public 
or parochial high school in Santa 
Cruz County or are home-schooled. 
County residents who attend high 
school in neighboring Pima or Coch-
ise County are also eligible to apply. 
The number of scholarships varies 
depending on available funds and 
number of applications received. 

The awards are based on scholas-

tic achievement, financial need and 
extracurricular activities. Enrollment 
in agricultural studies is encouraged, 
but not required. Students planning 
to attend a university, community 
college or trade/vocational school 
may apply. Applications must be 
postmarked no later than April 12, 
2019 to be considered.

Applications may be obtained 
from the school counselor’s office or 
the Anne C. Stradling Equine Foun-
dation, P.O. Box 248, Sonoita, AZ 
85637.

Stradling Scholarships Available 
for Seniors

PUHS basketball coach 
Kenny Hayes was named 
Coach of the Year for the 
1A Conference Southern 
Region. The Lobos fin-
ished 9th in their confer-
ence, with a record of 
16 – 10. 

Senior Victor Barajas 
was named Region Player 
of the Year, as well, and 
was named to the All-Re-
gion 1st Team and to the 
All-Conference 2nd Team. 
Barajas is ranked 1st in 
the state and 6th national-
ly in rebounding. 

Sophomore Lalo 
Aguilar was named to the 
All-region 2nd Team. 

PRBC Youth Award Applications 

Molly Anderson - M.D.

Timothy R. Penniston 
F.N.P - C

Appointments: 281-1550  •  101 Taylor Street  •  mariposachc.net

Family medicine
Daily pharmacy delivery       
All insurances welcome 
Eligibility and enrollment                           

Y�r

Y�r family is �r family

assistance  
(please call for an appointment)

Patagonia Middle School Girls 
Win Championship

The Patagonia Middle School Girls Basketball team won their champion-
ship game on March 6, beating Sacred Heart 40-38. (From left) Alexis Fim-
bres, Jayme Dodson, Lizzy Urias, Amaris Ochoa, Brianna Majalca, Janelle 
Valenzuela, Heaven Shadrick, Adalyn Thompson. The team was coached by 
Daniteza Valenzuela and assistant coach Francisco Valenzuela.

Hayes Named Coach of 
the Year

Photo by Marion Vendituoli 

Contributed Photo 

Monday:
     7:00pm to 8:00pm; eTown repeat of Saturday’s show. 
Tuesday: 
     10:00am to 12:00pm; World Jazz with Mark Berg 
     7:00pm to 9:00pm; Jazz and Blues with Fred Hansen 
Wednesday: 
     7:00pm to 10pm; Sean Alexander show 
Thursday:
     7:00pm to 10:00pm; Possibility Explorers. “Celebrating the Evening of 
Mushkil Gusha, the Remover of All Difficulties”. Hosted by Graves 
Friday:
      7:00pm to 9:00pm; Hook's Sunken Roadhouse 
Saturday: 
     12:00pm to 1:00pm; eTown - “Educate, entertain and inspire a diverse 
     audience through music and conversation” 
     Sunday 6:00pm to 8:00pm; Acoustic Café  - “Today’s great songwriting tal-
ents. A bit of country, rock, blues, folk, pop” 
     8:00pm to 10:00pm; Folk Alley - “Folk Music Radio from WKSU-FM in 
Kent, OH” 
Daily Shows: 
     Swing Hour: 5:00pm to 6:00pm. 
     Best of the Oldies: 1:00pm to 2:00am. 
     Feature Story News (FSN.com) Mon – Fri. 8 am., 12pm and 6pm., 
     Sat. 8am & 6pm., Sun. at 8am. 
     Patagonia Weather Forecast: Every odd hour. Ponder that if you like.

KPUP Broadcast Schedule
Spring 2019

The Patagonia Regional Business 
Coalition (PRBC) is accepting appli-
cations or nominations for middle 
school and high school students that 
are residents in Eastern Santa Cruz 
County, 85624, 85611, 85637. 

Applicants/nominees must be a 
positive example to peers, demon-
strate leadership in school/commu-
nity, show exemplary character, a 
“can do” attitude, and show entre-

preneurial skills/interest. Applicants 
must complete an application, essay, 
and a sealed letter of recommen-
dation. Applications must be post-
marked no later than April 20, 2019. 
For more information, please e-mail 
Denise Bowdon at dmbowdon@
gmail.com. Information will also be 
available at Patagonia School District, 
Elgin School, Patagonia Health & Fit-
ness, or South32 Patagonia office. 



Patagonia Union High School  Senior Spotlights  Patagonia Union High School
This month the PRT continues a series of autobiographical profiles of the PUHS senior class of 2019.

Megan Muller

Victor Barajas

Yasmin 
Quiroga

Jesus Vasquez

I have attended school at Patagonia Public Schools since 1st grade and grown up with most of my classmates. Sports 
pretty much dominated my high school years. I played basketball all four years, soccer and football for two years. I also 
played tennis, cross country and baseball each for one year. I was my class representative in Student Council for three years 
and class president my junior year.

My favorite subject is English and it has always been the easiest subject for me. Math is a challenge for me. Outside of 
school I like to hang out with my friends and play basketball. The best thing that happened to me during high school was 
getting elected the basketball team Captain my sophomore year. The worst thing was getting my ear gauge caught on the 
basketball net and ripped out during a summer league game. It was a bloody mess and I ended up getting 12 stitches. 

After high school I want to attend college, hopefully on a basketball scholarship. I have been accepted at Benedictine 
University. I eventually want to become a physical therapist and stay involved with sports. 

 At school and through basketball – on and off the court - Mr. Hayes has been a big influence in my life. Both Mr. Hayes 
and Mrs. Hayes are my favorite teachers. They make sure you understand the subject and they make time to work with 
their students. They are both easy going unless you make them mad. Then they get serious. 

The hardest lesson I learned in high school is that no matter what happens, always be friends with everyone, including 
the teachers. Patagonia is a small school and you have to get along with everyone. 

Hopefully, my friends would say that I am a team player, funny, and that I am driven.

I have lived in Patagonia my whole life and have attended Patagonia Schools since I was a child. During high school, I 
was involved in 4-H for three years and raised market goats. I also played Varsity Basketball and Volleyball for three years. 
Like many of us at PUHS, I have also participated in several plays and musicals as part of our drama program. I also worked 
at Borderlands Restoration with the BECY program for three years and really liked it. Outside of school, I like to hang out 
with my friends and be with my family. I also love being outside, hiking and enjoying the beautiful environment around us.  

My favorite subject is English because Mrs. Hayes always knows how the keep the class fun. After high school I plan on 
going to Pima Community College to get all my pre-requisite classes done. After that, I want to move to Oregon and study 
to become a pediatrician. The most surprising thing about high school is that it is a lot like middle school but with much 
more drama! The hardest thing about high school was getting to know myself and to learn what kind of person I am. 

The best thing that ever happened to me was being raised by my grandparents. My Nana has definitely had the biggest 
influence on my life. She is the most strong-willed, kindest lady I have ever met. She is my role model and I aspire to be like 
her. 

If I could change one thing about the world it would be the change how much hate there is. If we could eliminate all the 
hate, I think we could solve more of our problems. The hardest but best lesson that I learned in high school is that the one 
person you can always count on is yourself. 

I would describe myself as a kind and genuine person and I hope my friends would agree. I think I can add that they 
would also call me trustworthy and a good listener; a true “Bister.”

I came to Patagonia Schools in the beginning of my sophomore year. I have been an active member and the chapter 
Sentinel for the Patagonia FFA. I also played football, baseball and basketball for two years and soccer for one year. Last 
year, I was captain of the basketball, the baseball and the soccer team. I was named the Regional Best Defensive Player for 
basketball last year. It was an honor to represent my school and be recognized for my hard work.   

It surprised me that high school went so fast and that it was a little more complicated than I thought it would be. As an 
English learner it was sometimes hard for me to get my point across to my fellow peers and teachers. In my spare time, I 
like to rope and work on the ranch with my brothers. 

The best thing that happened to me was Winning Athlete of the Year. Also, going to the National FFA Convention in 
Indianapolis with my chapter was amazing because I got to travel across the country and see the President speak at the 
convention. The worst thing that happened to me was getting knocked unconscious during a football game and being 
airlifted off the field. 

 Ag teacher Amanda Zamudio, and Counselor Michael Young have had a big influence on my education. They have 
always supported me and taught me not to give up. My favorite class has been Ag Science because ranching plays a large 
part of my life.  Amanda is an amazing teacher and has helped me really understand the industry. 

The biggest influence on my life has been my parents who are constantly pushing me to do great in life. Next year, I 
am attending Central Arizona College to study equine management and then transfer to the U of A to complete an ani-
mal science degree. I want to return to the ranch and pursue my passion with animal husbandry. I think my friends would 
describe me as chunky and funny. 

My name is Megan Muller. I played tennis and volleyball during my freshman year. Although I did not play very long, 
both sports taught me how to be a team player. My favorite subject is English because Mrs. Hayes has taught me how to 
be a better writer. I like to draw in my spare time, but I also do love going for walks in nature and helping out others if they 
need it. 

My plans after high school are to move to Sierra Vista area, attend Cochise College and become an orthodontist assis-
tant. Nothing surprised me more about high school than how welcoming the people are at Patagonia. The biggest chal-
lenge I had was starting my senior year only a week after my mom died. It was hard for me to deal with that but luckily I 
had my friends by my side. 

The best thing for me this year was spending time with my friends and classmates one more year until we graduate. 
The worst thing that happened to me was dealing with the stress of being a senior, maintaining my grades and trying to get 
into college. 

If I could change one thing about the world I would like everyone in the world to spread peace and love. My biggest 
influence would be my grandparents and my older sister. My grandparents taught me how to be myself and to love myself. 
They taught me many valuable life lessons that I will take to heart. My sister taught me pretty much the same things and is 
my best friend and someone whom I can talk to. My favorite teachers are Mrs. Hayes and Mr. Melanson because both of 
them have believed in me when I doubted myself. I am grateful to both of them. The hardest lesson for me to learn was to 
love myself. My best quality is my heart. My friends would describe me as kind hearted, caring and optimistic. 
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ChurCh serviCes
Patagonia Community United  
Methodist Church
387 McKeown Ave., Patagonia 
394-2274
Sunday Service: 10 a.m.
Youth Group: Sun. - 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

St. Therese of Lisieux Catholic 
Church
222 Third Ave., Patagonia 
394-2954
Sunday Mass: 10:30 a.m.

Canelo Cowboy Church
Hwy 83, MP 14, Elgin 455-5000
Sunday Services: 9 a.m. Sunday 
School: 10:30 a.m. (except third 
Sundays)Ranch Family Fun Day: 7 
a.m. every 3rd Sunday.

Sonoita Hills Community Church
52 Elgin Rd., Elgin 455-5172
Sunday Service: 10 a.m.

Sonoita Bible Church 3174 N. High
way 83, Sonoita 455-5779

Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Youth Group: 2nd & 4th Wed. 
6-8 p.m.

Our Lady of the Angels Catholic 
Church
12 Los Encinos Rd., Sonoita 
394-2954
Sunday Mass: 8 a.m.

Harvest Christian Fellowship/
Sonoita Foursquare Church
3107 Hwy 83, Sonoita 455-5505
Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m

St. Andrews Episcopal Church
Sonoita Hills Community Chruch 
52 Elgin Rd., Elgin
2nd & 4th Saturdays: 10 a.m.

Quaker Fellowship, Sundays at 10 
a.m. Call or email for more infor-
mation and location. David Krest, 
david_krest@yahoo.com, (843) 
830-7184 or Janice Pulliam (706) 
321-0106

Visit our website to see the online community calendar. Email 
prtasted@gmail.com with any community events you would 

like listed. 

*For Tin Shed Theater and Benderly-Kendall Opera House schedules, see page 18

Calendar
EVENTSEVENTS

MEETINGS

AA - Pat. Seventh Day Adventist 
Church Fellowship Hall, Thurs. at 
6:30 p.m. Sonoita Bible Church, Tue. 
at 7:30 p.m. For more AA meetings, 
info, call (520) 624-4183.

Overeaters Anonymous - Tue. & 
Thurs. at 6:30 p.m. Fragrance-free 
meeting. Patagonia United Method-
ist Church. (520) 404-3490.

CHOP (Community Homes of 
Patagonia, Inc.) - Board meeting 
3rd. Mon. at 5:30 p.m. in the Pata-
gonia Town Council Room Cham-
bers.

Patagonia Town Council - 2nd & 4th 
Wed. at 7 p.m. in Town Council Hall.

Rotary Club - 2nd & 4th Thurs., 5:30 
p.m. at the Steak Out. Info: Sue 
(520) 990-4648.

Senior Citizens of Patagonia’s 
Board of Directors - 2nd Mon, 3 
p.m. at the Senior Center. 

The So Az Republican Club meet-
ing, 7 p.m. every third Thursday 
of the month, Sonoita Fire House 
Board room, guests and visitors 
welcome.

NEW meeting of Adult Children of 
Alcoholics (ACA) 7 p.m. on Mon-
days, at Thurber Hall, Patagonia 
Community Church. Contact (crob-
int60@gmail.com or 315-516-5998)

The Santa Cruz County Democratic 
Party Meeting every 3rd Saturday 
of the month 9:30 a.m, at the Bow-
man Senior Residences located at 
189 N Grand Ave, Nogales. Refresh-
ments served.  

Community Youth Bible Hang Out 
(ages 12-18) at the Sonoita Bible 
Church - 2nd and 4th Wed. April 
Anderson, andeap@msn.com, 520-
508-2502 or Steve Lindsey 520-559-
0155 

SPECIAL INTERESTS COMMUNITY SERVICES

Patagonia Museum - Oct: open 
Thurs-Sat 2-4 p.m. Info: www.thepa-
tagoniamuseum.org.

San Rafael Community 4-H Club 
- 2nd Mon, Patagonia Methodist 
Church, Thurber Hall, 5:30 p.m. Info: 
Tami, 455-5561.

Santa Cruz Singers - rehearsals Thurs 
at 5 p.m., Beverly-Kendall Opera 
House, 348 Naugle Ave., Patagonia. 
New members welcome!

Bingo - 1st & 3rd Mon., St. Theresa 
Parish Hall in Patagonia, 6 p.m. Info: 
455-5681.

Crossroads Quilters - 2nd & 4th 
Mon, Sonoita Fire Dept., 9 a.m. Info: 
(520)-732-0453.

Open Tennis - Saturdays, PUHS at 9 
a.m. Info: 394-2973.

Border Community Alliance - 
Monthly cross-border tours. Info: 
www.bordercommunityalliance.org.

Gratitude Drum Circle - Tuesdays 4-6 
p.m at the Gazebo in Patagonia Park. 
Open to everyone. Bring water, chair,   
& drum. Extra instruments

Tai Chi- Tues & Thurs 10:30-11:30  
a.m. at Senior’s Center.  Free. All 
welcome.  

Lunch for Seniors - Fresh-cooked 
meals, Mon - Fri, noon-1 p.m. At the 
Patagonia Senior Center.

Sr. Citizens of Patagonia Van Service 
Medical transportation, Mon - Fri for 
seniors & disabled by appointment 
only. Info: 394-2494.

Story Time with Ms. Laura - For 
caregivers and children aged 5 & 
under. 1st & 3rd Mon, 9-10 a.m. at 
Patagonia Library. Info: 394-2010.

Patagonia Methodist Church Thrift 
Shop - Fri & Sat 10-2 p.m.

Angel Wings Thrift & Gift Shop - 
Thurs - Sat, 10-2 p.m. Our Lady of 
the Angels Catholic Church, 12 Los 
Encinos Rd, Sonoita.

Sonoita/Patagonia Email Newsletter 
- usually twice a week. Free. Sign up 
at clarebonelli@sonoitapatagonialo-
cals.com.

Patagonia Farmers Market
Thursday 10a.m - 1p.m. In front of 
Red Mountain Foods

Nogales Mercado Farmers’ Market - 
Fri 2-5 p.m. 163 N Morley Ave.
Nogales, AZ.

April 3, 5-7 p.m. Annual Spaghetti 
Dinner and Talent Show at Patagonia 
Union High School. Fundraiser.
  
April 4, 6 p.m. AZ Native Plant Society 
Santa Cruz Chapter monthly meeting 
at BRN offices, 1 School St. Patagonia, 
AZ  
 
April 6, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Humongous 
Rummage Sale & Art Sale at the Fair-
grounds

Apr 6, 8-11am Snake Avoidance Dog 
Training at Sonoita Hardware. Call 
beforehand 520-272-1825

April 12, 7 p.m. How Healthy is Your 
Creek? Speaker: Dr. Peter Stacey 
Friends of Sonoita Creek at Cady Hall     
  
April 12, 4-6 p.m. Artist Mingle at the 
Creative Spirit! Creative Spirit Artists 
Gallery 317 McKeown.   
                  
April 13, 8-10 a.m. Fire Dept Breakfast 
in Sonoita    
 
April 13 and 27, 1-3 p.m. Western 
Films Exhibit, featuring movies 
made in Santa Cruz County. Bowman 
and Stradling History Center at the 
Sonoita Fairgrounds. Free admission.        
brockingbooks@gmail.com.    
 
April 19 & 20, The Lending Shed Rum-
mage Sale. Donate any gently-used 
items at the Patagonia park the morn-
ing of April 19th OR call Don at 297-
7065 to donate items beforehand.
 
April 20, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Earthfest in 
the Patagonia Town Park Celebrate 
Earth, Arbor and Arizona Trail Day. 
Contact German Quiroga 520-343-
5641 
 
April 20, 11 a.m. Children's program, 
"Red Tail Tale on the Arizona Trail" 
with author Rodo Safranac at the 
Patagonia Library.
   
April 26, 4-6 p.m. Artist Reception 
featuring Bob Haydocy. Creative Spirit 
Artists Gallery 317 McKeown.

April 27, 7-1 p.m. Free Dump Day in 
Patagonia, next to High School 

April 27, 1 p.m. Celebration of the life 
of Carmen Matus at Senior Center.  
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Classifieds
HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING - HIGH SPIRITS FLUTES
Please email your resume to admin@highspirits.com.

STRONG BACK? ABLE TO TRANSFER 200 LBS?
If you’re an experienced or certified caregiver, call Patagonia

Assisted Care: 520-604-8179.

BORDERLANDS RESTORATION IS SEEKING A VOLUNTEER 
To help plant sale events and opportunities. 

Email horticulture@borderlandsrestoration.org if interested

HOUSING RENTALS

OVER 55+ ROOM AVAILABLE
With common areas in beautiful setting. $450, includes utilities.

Call Don at 297-7065

MISCELLANEOUS

SONOITA SELF STORAGE+RV/BOAT STORAGE RENTALS 
5x10, 10 x 10,10x 20. 520-455-9333 or 520-455-4641.

WILLA ROSE MASSAGE THERAPY
$65 / hour,  $95 / 1.5 hours

By Appointment: 520-604-7389  willarosetherapy@gmail.com

TO PLACE CLASSIFIEDS OR ADS
CONTACT PRTADS@GMAIL.COM

LITTER IS  PREVENTABLE!

Santa Cruz Humane Society
232 E. Patagonia Hwy (Rt. 82)

Nogales, AZ 85621 (520) 287-5654

Aster is a sweet female Mixed breed 
dog, she is estimated to be 4 years 
old and has the sweetest and most 
loving personality. She loves people 
and gets along great with dogs, she 
enjoys playing and getting belly rubs.

Coal is a one year old Black DLH 
gorgeous cat. He is a male/neutered 
and loves being petted. He is very 
social, loves head rubs and enjoys 
chasing toys.

AVAILABLE FOR ADOPTION

STRONG BACK? ABLE TO TRANSFER 200 LBS?
If you’re an experienced or certified caregiver, call Patagonia

Assisted Care: 520-604-8179.

FULL MOON  

THE PATAGONIA SCHOOL DISTRICTS ARE SEARCHING  
for a:1) Business Manager/Governing Board Secretary 2) Registrar

Both positions are full-time with benefits included.  Contact Dinah Mendoza, 
Human Resources Manager for more information and application at 

dmendoza@patagonia.k12.az.us

FULLY FURNISHED HOUSE FOR RENT IN PATAGONIA 
May 1-Oct 1. One bdrm plus sleeping porch, 1.5 baths, carport, rastra construction and mini-

splits, on 2 acres near Paton Center, 10 minute walk to town. Quiet.  $650/mo +utilities. 
206-276-2019. 

FULLY FURNISHED HOUSE FOR RENT IN PATAGONIA
May 1-June 25. 2 Bdrm/2 bath, deck and large yard, AC. Covered back porch. Near Paton House. 

$600 including utilities. 520-400-9253

CLASSES

TRAILER FOR RENT IN PATAGONIA
$200 / month  520-394-2007 

YARD SALE
Apr. 5 & 6, 9 a.m. 334 Roadrunner Lane, Patagonia. 

ApriL 19

Ukrainian Egg Decorating Workshops 
Patagonia Creative Arts Center

April 13, 14 and 20
For families with children ages 8 and up, Teens, and Adults

Adults: $20, with children $5
Adults: $25 for 2 hours, or $40 all day

Students (unaccompanied, 12-16 yrs): $10 for 2 hour class
$25 for all day

Pre-registration is required.   
Contact to reserve a place and for schedule:

Susan Corl   520-394-2926
   

susancorl@hotmail.com or  PCAC  520-394-9369

JULIA GREEN VIRTUAL VOICE AND PIANO STUDIO
Voice & piano lessons by Skype. $45/45 mins. www.juliagreenmusic.com 

 505-350-8543



PATAGONIA: 325-A McKeown Ave., next to Gathering Grounds  520-394-2120 

SONOITA: Corner of Hwys 82 & 83, next to Post Office  520-455-5235  

www.buysonoita.com or www.sonoita-realestate.com 

  

Jean Miller 
Co-Owner, General Manager 
Direct 520-508-3335 
jeanmiller@longrealty.com 

 

Carol Ford 
Co-Owner, Designated Broker 
Direct 520-604-0162 
cford@longrealty.com 

Download FREE Long Realty App for instant Arizona real estate active listings, pending sales and recently sold properties. 

$499,000

353 SONOITA AVE.  MLS # 21900414 
ABSOLUTELY GORGEOUS HOME! Great in-town location, 
private, walled. Double lot, lovely gardens, guest house, 
2305 sf main house, AZ room.   JEAN MILLER 520 508-3335 

JUST LISTED!   PATAGONIA  CUSTOM HOME 

$695,000 

 MLS #21904726    23.92 ACRES  
Luxurious estate just minutes from quaint Patagonia . 
3Bd/2.5Ba main house , 593sf guest house,  pool, court-
yard, barn. Fenced pastures.    JEAN MILLER 520 508-3335 

$550,000 

MLS # 21730369  29.3 PRISTINE ACRES  
Farm house w/workshop, storage bldg., barn & chicken 
coop. 2532 sf main house w/4Bd/3Ba, large kitchen, AZ 
room. Nestled by the creek. JEAN MILLER 520 508-3335 

$489,000 

WOW Views! 4Bd/2.5Ba,  1984 sf. East & West stone pati-
os for all season outdoor living.  Raised deck, carport, 
pond to attract wildlife.     LARRY DEMUN  520 732-9179 

$298,000

MLS# 21810533      SONOITA 
  3 Bd/2Ba, 2434 sf with fresh paint & carpet. Burnt adobe 
w/ high beamed ceilings, Saltillo tile floors, 2 patios, 2 car 
garage & separate studio.   JEAN MILLER 520 508-3335  

$305,000 

MLS# 21905491    4.15 ACRES 
1574 SF, 2 Bd/2Ba.  Great Horse property in the heart of 
Elgin Wine Country. Mature trees, Country kitchen, fire-
place, workshop/storage.  CAROL FORD 520 604-0162 

$345,000 

MLS # 21725571  4.14 ACRES 
 2121sf, 3Bd/2Ba.  Great views, island kitchen, sunken liv 
rm w/fireplace,  lg master bedroom, 3 car garage.  Great 
private well.  Great for horses.  JEAN MILLER 520 508-3335 

$399,000 

MLS # 21831077     8.59 ACRES 
REMODELED KITCHEN AND BATH.  2623 SF, 4Bd/3Ba, 
Great Room, 2 fireplaces. Bonus room w/Bath.  Horse 
facilities, strong  prv well.  JEAN MILLER 520 508-3335 

$459,000 

  MLS #21824168        4.3 ACRES 
GORGEOUS VIEWS! Gated community walking distance to 
town.  Loaded w/luxury amenities.   2Bd/2Ba,  garage, 
beautifully finished inside.  JEAN MILLER 520 508-3335 

  PARADISE IN THE PATAGONIA MTNS  PATAGONIA MOUNTAIN RETREAT 

HILL TOP CLASSIC ADOBE IN SONOITA CASAS ARROYO HOUSE W/STUDIO    ELGIN LOG HOME 

LAKE PATAGONIA GEM  JUST REDUCED!  LAKE PATAGONIA    LUXURY HOME ON THE MESA 

 PATAGONIA COTTAGE   

MLS # 21812194  163 DOUBLETREE LANE MLS #21906122    10 ACRES MLS #21827677       4.98 ACRES 
AMBROSE RANCH HORSE PROPERTY EAGLES NEST VIEWS IN RED ROCK ACRES 

Great location.  2Bd/2Ba, Great Room, high ceilings, large 
kitchen, A/C, covered patio, fenced, carport, 2 storage 
sheds. Furnished,  BARBARA HARRIS  602 826-4026 

COMPLETELY REMODELED! 2110sf, 3 Bd/2Ba, Great 
Room, large liv rm, 2 patios, workshop, garage.  AMAZ-
ING 360’ VIEWS!         BARBARA HARRIS 602 826-4026 

$364,000 

 2189 sf, 3Bd/2Ba  plus 804 sf Casita w/1Bd/1Ba. Great 
Room, Lovely views of Mt. Wrightson.  Mature trees, 
36x36 Steel Bldg.   CHERYL VOLK  520 975-7271 

$549,000 

MLS #  21906981         16 ACRES 

M

$154,900 


