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SCFPA Takes
Its Show on
the Road
By Ann Katzenbach
The Santa Cruz Foundation
for the Performing Arts (SCFPA)
has been looking for a permanent concert venue since its
founding in 2005. Fred and
Christina Wilhelm, who oversee
the foundation, began with a
$500,000 donation from Virginia Benderly, a local philanthropist and patron of the arts
who has since passed away.
Over the years Fred Wilhelm
has invested this seed money
wisely, but a hall with good
acoustics, seating, stage, lighting, lobby, and all the other
attributes that go into an excellent performance space costs
well into the millions. At various times SCFPA has considered purchasing the Mission in
Patagonia, and last year they
came close to leasing performance space in Kino Springs, but
for a variety of reasons, these

and other possibilities have not
borne fruit.
The Wilhelms have been reluctant to take on a mortgage,
and they shy away from grants,
saying there are too many
strings attached to most grants
and the process is often more
rigorous than the actual check
warrants, when and if it comes.
While their search for a site
has gone on over the past eight
years, the Wilhelms have
brought music to the community with the Benderly Concert
Series, performances by professional musicians that take place
on winter Sunday afternoons at
interesting venues around the
county. These concerts and the
champagne receptions that follows are always well attended.
Then the Wilhelm's opened
the Community Music School at
348 Naugle Ave. in a rented
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The “Concert Haul TM*”
building. The school offers affordable individual, private instruction
in a large variety of instruments as
well as master classes.
Those who attend the Sunday
concerts are impressed with the
quality of music they hear. That’s
because the performers are professionals and often paid accordingly.
Their transportation is also paid.
Fred says that between this and
logistics costs, the concerts just
about break even. Christina
stresses that making money is not
the goal. The foundation’s mission
is to provide the region with “new
and exciting ways of experiencing

the performing arts.” These concerts
and the SCFPA Community Music
School have been their way of carrying out that mission while waiting for
the concert hall to happen.
A member of the Portland (Maine)
String Quartet came to perform in
the Benderly Concert Series last year.
While he was here, talk turned to the
deficit of live classical music venues
in the state of Maine which is made
up largely of rural towns and offshore islands. Those sitting around
the table agreed that the only way to
remedy the situation was to take music to the towns, and that’s when
Christina had (continued on page 2)
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SCFPA Takes Its Show On the Road, cont.
her brainstorm.
Now we have "Concert Haul TM", not the
hall that has always been a vision, but a specially-designed trailer that opens out into a
stage with lights and acoustical wings on each
side to direct the sound forward. There is storage for 50 chairs. "Concert Haul TM*" can
“take music to the towns.”
Using the internet, Fred Wilhelm found a
firm in Chicago that manufactured large custom trailers. Using modern communications,
the firm and Fred designed the "Concert Haul
TM*." Gustavo Estrella, a graphic artist whose
work the Wilhelms admire, designed the exterior, which is actually printed on vinyl and
wrapped around the enormous box. The trailer
was delivered in early December, and the man
who drove it here from Chicago told the Wilhelms that it handles beautifully.
Now, with a portable concert hall, SCFPA
can take music to all sorts of creative venues.
The possibilities seem limitless. Christina envisions concerts for hospitals, malls, wineries,
schools and so on. These events will either be
free or very reasonably priced and they will
take place in Santa Cruz County and beyond.
The trailer pulls into a parking lot, the stage
opens up, the chairs are set up, the performers arrive, and bingo, there’s a concert.
Most of the "Concert Haul TM*" performers
will be from the region, and they won’t just be
playing traditional classical music. The Wilhelms are open to folk music, dance, puppetry, young and seasoned performers. There
will be microphones, but the music will be
acoustic. Professional performers have already
begun to volunteer, inspired by the idea of a
traveling stage and by Christina who is a wellknown pianist and choral director.
There are still some unknowns in this new
SCFPA endeavor. The "Concert Haul TM*"
weighs 13,200 pounds and has electric brakes.
The truck that tows it will have to have some
special equipment, but it turns out that there
are several of these in the area owned by peo-
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In response to
our
December
article on the new
Overland
Trout
Restaurant
in
Sonoita, owner/chef Greg LaPrad pointed
out that the article did not accurately reflect
the restaurant's pricing, or the availability of
reasonably priced menu items. La Prad
wanted our readers to be aware that while
the restaurant offers a fine dining experi-
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Fred and Christina Wilhelm
ple who would like to help.
Then there is practice—not
the musical kind, but the
mundane process of setting
up the stage, putting out the
chairs, plugging in the power,
and then taking it all down
and securely packing it away.
At this point, Fred says, he is
overseeing this end of the operation.
At
the
moment
the
"Concert Haul TM*" is parked
out of sight somewhere in the
county, but soon the Wilhelms hope to move it behind
the music school on Naugle
Ave. From all appearances,
there is adequate room to
park it there between concerts.
It seems that Christina and

ence that appeals to patrons from Tucson and beyond, the restaurant is
equally committed to serving the local community. He
stated that although “our
highest priced dinner entrée
is $33, in actuality most
dinner items are priced under $30.” He also noted that
"lunch prices are on par or
in some cases lower than
similar offerings in Patagonia and Sonoita.”
In line with this effort is the
restaurant's new children’s

Fred Wilhelm have combined their visionary, creative and practical talents to
come up with their long
dreamed of performance
space. If all goes forward as
planned, the concert haul
will be woven into the fabric
of southern Arizona and
bring music to everyone.
The Wilhelm's still have
some paper work to do before they can present a concert on their new stage, so
an audience will have to
wait until February 8, 2014
when, in conjunction with
Global Arts' annual Valentine's
Day event, the
"Concert Haul TM*" will
hold its inaugural concert.

menu, available from $3.95 to
$5.95 for guests under 12 years
of age. The PRT apologizes for
any misrepresentation of Overland Trout’s pricing.

What’s Behind Hike in County Taxes?
By Lynn Davison
“Nothing is certain except death
and taxes.” And sometimes, not
even taxes are that certain. Many
people in Santa Cruz County are
grumbling about the tax increase
recently passed by the County
Board of Supervisors. It seems like
we are paying more and receiving
less in the way of services. Also,
taxes seem to be significantly
higher in some communities than
others. That’s right on both counts,
said Supervisor John Maynard and
County Manager Carlos Rivera in a
recent interview with the PRT.
The short answer to why we are
paying more is that the economy is
taking far longer than expected to
recover. Over the past seven years,
revenues went down significantly

and expenditures did not. The
county’s reserve fund, which fills
the gap when revenues are less
than expenditures, is almost
tapped out. In 2016, the county
would have run out of cash completely without an increase in the
tax rate now (and maybe next year
too?). The 2013-14 rate increase

averages 21.3% countywide (a 60 cent
increase from $2.82 to $3.42/$1000
assessed valuation). Individual tax
amounts vary depending on assessed
property valuation.
The longer and more interesting
answer requires understanding how
your tax bill is computed, what other
revenues, beside property taxes, fund
the county’s budget, and whether there
are significant increases in county expenditures. There are two basic components to any property tax. The first
is the tax rate that is approved countywide by the board of supervisors and
is usually expressed in dollars per
$1000 of property valuation. The second is the value of your property,
which is set by a different elected official, the county assessor, based on
comparison with other
local properties. Your
property tax is the
county-wide rate multiplied by your individual property value.
Of course, there are
complicating factors.
Your property tax in
Santa Cruz County is
actually made up of at
least five county-wide jurisdictional
taxes. If you live in Patagonia, you have
two additional taxes for our schools
(Patagonia Elementary and Patagonia
High School). If you live in Sonoita, you
also have two schools (Elgin School and
Patagonia High School) and a fire district tax to pay. Look on your county
tax bill and you will see the break-

down. While the majority of our
property tax dollars pay for
public schools, our school taxes
remained relatively stable between 2012 and 2013. The biggest changes in rates and bills
are seen in the Santa Cruz
County Primary Property Tax
(first on the list) and Santa
Cruz County Community College (SCCCC) Tax.
Another complicating factor
is that the state sets a lid, a
maximum tax that can be levied
in every county. For example in
2008, when the economy was
strong and assessed values
were high, the county had to
reduce the tax rate to stay
within the lid. As assessed values dropped, the county chose
to keep the tax rates low and
draw on reserves to make up
the difference in taxes collected
and expenditures incurred. "We
tried to maintain services without raising taxes," said Maynard.
The recession hit the state

and federal government too,
and they cut funding to the
counties in order to balance
their budgets. Criminal justice activities were particularly hard hit. For example,
Santa Cruz County had to
take responsibility for $5.8M
for expenses like Department
of Public Safety officers, costs
for housing sexually violent
and mentally incompetent
prisoners, plus the full costs
of justice of the peace salaries. Adding to the problem,
local sales tax and fees from
building permits all remain
low due to the depressed
economy.
There are also factors on
the expenditure side that influenced the need for general
fund and community college
tax increases. The SCCCC was
approved by county voters in
a 2009 special election that
established a three-year property tax rate of seven cents
per
(continued on page 5)

The new Santa Cruz County courthouse and jail complex, which has 380 beds but an occupancy that averages 50
3

From time to time. PRT will be highlighting people who deserve
recognition for their work on behalf of the community.
We begin with ….

FOCUS ON

Abbie Zeltzer

by Ann Katzenbach
"Journey Stories," the Smithsonian Museum on Main Street
Exhibit that opens at Cady Hall on
January 4, is being presented in
selected towns and cities throughout the United States, and it is
coming to Patagonia because of
the efforts of Abbie Zeltzer. After
applying to the Arizona Humanities Council to be part of this project, Zeltzer began more than a
year of planning and fund-raising,
wrote four grants, rounded up volunteers, and organized all the
pieces of this multi-faceted event
while also overseeing the daily ebb
and flow of the library.
Those who know her are not
surprised. "Abbie's enthusiasm for
the Museum on Main Street project is contagious. “Her knowledge
of local resources and relationships has enabled her to pull together a diverse line-up of activities throughout the six weeks,"
said Paisley McGuire, who is heading up the docent volunteers. Lynn
Davison, another volunteer, is impressed by Zeltzer's fundraising
ability and her broad community
vision for the library.
Here then is Abbie Zeltzer’s
Journey Story.
If you have an ear for voice inflection, it’s not hard to guess that
Abbie grew up somewhere near
New York City. In fact, she was
born in Brooklyn and spent most
of her teenage years in a Long Island suburb. She spent summers
in the Catskill Mountains and believes it was there, digging in her
neighbors' vegetable garden, that
she saw her future as a farmer.
She was accepted at the University
of Arizona to study plant pathology, and on the last day of high
school she left home and moved
to Tucson. One autumn day several years later, she visited Patagonia and fell in love with the town.
Says Zeltzer, "I knew then that I
wanted to live here."
After graduation, her first job
with a plant scientist brought
4
her in contact with Steve

Taber, a bee expert who took one
look at her, declared her a beekeeper and said, “Come with me!”
That encounter took Zeltzer into
a whole new world, and she became a bee expert, managing
colonies for scientific experiments and studying the mating
habits of these small creatures.
Her expertise in this field opened
up new doors, and she traveled
extensively in the United States
and South America, tracking
down and studying the spread of
Africanized bees (known popularly as “killer bees”).
And then, one day, she heard
about John Bradsher, a bee
keeper who needed help and just
happened to live in Patagonia.
Soon she had started her own
business in town, Sweetwater
Apiaries. The profits were slim,
and Zeltzer recalls vividly how
hard she worked to make a go of
it. She baked, grew and canned
her own food, and cut back on
everything so she could stay here.
Jobs opened up from time to
time—librarian at the Patagonia
High School and later at the elementary school, teaching reading
in Elgin and at The Little Red
School House. And then she did
more traveling—consulting about
bees in California and Florida,
and more trips to South America.
This period of her life, says Zeltzer, is “all a moosh” in terms of
dates. One memorable episode
involved backpacking around
South America with another bee
expert, just following the trail of
bee-keepers without a schedule
and without pay.
Then, back in Patagonia, her
hives were wiped out two years in
a row by bears. Without the resources or much energy to start
up again, she decided to go back
to school and get a master’s degree in Agricultural Education.
Her thesis was on the educational
needs of beekeepers.
In 1994, shortly after earning
that degree, she was hired as the

Patagonia Library Director. When
Zeltzer took over the directorship,
the library was housed in two rooms
and was struggling. Four years later,
Patagonia had to declare bankruptcy
and decided to close the library.
Rather than let this happen, The
Friends of the Library took over and
managed to keep the doors open.
Zeltzer decided to go back to
school.
In 2004, she came back to her job
with a Master's degree in Library
Science. During the five years that
she was gone, she interned with the
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
in a program for tribal libraries,
with a focus on technology. She also
trained at the National Archive Institute in Washington D.C. Being immersed in historic national docu-

ments, she recalls, made her
realize that Patagonia was in
danger of losing its history.
Since her return, she has
devoted her energies to the
library by writing grants,
gathering enthusiastic volunteers, and cajoling lots of donors. Zeltzer has been part of
the restoration of Cady Hall
and the addition of two reading rooms. With help from
volunteers, she has overseen
the landscaping of a garden
filled with legacy plants. The
library collection is computerized and the library is the hub
of interconnection in the
town. Children are always
there, adults hold meetings,
people pick up their Fed Ex
parcels, the computers are
always in use, seniors come in
to read the paper and chat,
and well behaved dogs get
treats.
Her fear that Patagonia
might lose its history has
been alleviated by the energy
of the Patagonia Museum supporters and with the flurry of
research and documentation
that are a result of the Journey Stories.
If we go way back to the
garden in upstate New York
where Zeltzer first thought
about being a farmer, her
journey seems to have landed
her closer to a bookshelf than
a tractor, but the job of farming—planting seeds, working
in community, cultivation,
diligence, getting through
hard times, and celebrating
the harvest—are all part of
what Zeltzer brings to the
library and Patagonia as a
whole.

Patagonia’s New Sweet Spot
By Donna Reibslager
The aroma of freshly-baked
bread and cinnamon rolls now
greets patrons of Ovens of Patagonia, which opened in late November. With its shelves now
fully stocked, the new store in
the McKeown Plaza offers a multitude of ways to satisfy a sweet
tooth. Owner Bonnie McClean's
homemade fudge comes in five
varieties. Candy lovers can
choose from novelty and old
fashioned hard candies, as well
as a selection of lollipops that
includes oversized pinwheels,
"designer" flavors, and for the
adventurous, one with a small
scorpion embedded in its center.
Ovens also carries a wide selection of gourmet sauces, dips,
and cocktail mixes well suited to
holiday gifting. Consider a raspberry chipotle salsa, balsamic carmelized onion spread, or watermelon mojito drink mix.
Gail Hughes, the bread baker,
and Ivonne Gomez, who will be
baking sweet breads and rolls,
began production in late December. Loaves of white or whole
wheat bread are currently available, and they plan to offer addi-

tional selections in the future.
Ovens of Patagonia will have
a Grand Opening on January 11.
Local residents are invited to
attend a special reception, with
refreshments. from 5 to 7 p.m.

What’s Behind Hike in County Taxes?
$1000 of property valuation. That
generated only enough revenue
for a virtual college without a
physical home and with very limited staff and faculty. In 2013-14,
the property tax for SCCCC increased to 48 cents per $1000
property valuation. The reasons
for the increase are complicated
and include a lawsuit by Pima
County Community College (with
a $6M damage clause) requiring
SCCCC to close or become a bona
fide college. The SCCCC board
chose a tax increase to create a
real local college rather than a
probable $6M settlement and no
local college. The current SCCCC
enrollment is over 900 students
and growing. The tax increase
allowed the college to rent a
building with classrooms and
laboratories, expand faculty and

staff, and deliver over 100 classes
and six certificate programs: Fire
Science Technology, Emergency
Medical Technician, Certified
Nursing Assistant, Medical Assistant,
Logistics,
and
Early Childhood Education.
The increase in the County
Primary Property Tax is also complicated. In response to decreased revenues, all county department budgets were reduced
in 2009, more in 2010 and again
more in 2012. In spite of these
cuts, the gap between general
fund expenditures and revenues
continued to widen.
One likely factor is our big
new courthouse and jail complex.
The voters approved the new facilities in 2005. The new courthouse was funded by the County
General Fund and the new jail by

Photos by Donna Reibslager

continued from page 3
a voter-approved half cent increase in local sales tax. The assumptions behind the jail were
stable sales tax revenues, increased demand for jail beds by
the federal government, and increased demand from illegal immigration within the county.
None of these assumptions held
true. Today, the 380 bed jail has
an average occupancy of 50. The
new courthouse sits beside the
old courthouse--a large, attractive
30-year-old building. Both feel a
little empty. How are we paying
the operating and maintenance
costs of this oversized complex?
Carlos Rivera agrees that maintaining the large underutilized
jail is a significant additional expense. The Primary Property Tax
has plugged the hole in revenues
caused by the drop in sales taxes

and the lack of prisoners paid for
by the federal government. The
sheriff is looking for further cuts
while the county supervisors are
considering eliminating the Primary
Property Tax subsidy to the jail.
But it is expensive to keep the
lights on and the heating and cooling systems operating in a large,
modern jail.
Tax rates, questionable facility
development, and revenue shortfalls are not the whole story. Since
2010, assessed values have also
dropped steadily due to the downturn in the economy. That means
that, although countywide tax rates
remained the same from 2010 to
2012, fewer tax dollars were collected. Like tax rates, property assessments are not a simple story.
Look for a second article on the
impact of property assessments on
your taxes in an upcoming PRT.
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council notes
By Walter Andrew

At the Town Council meeting on December 11:
•

•
•
•
•

David Teel asked for the council's agreement on issuance of building permits to
Brent Bowden for construction of the Adroit LLC RV Park . Bowden's use permit
expired while he waited for approval of his ADOT application, which he finally received recently. Teel felt that the permits for construction should be issued, as the
delay was through no fault of Bowden's. A motion was made to accept the work
that Brent Bowden had done in accordance with the permit. Councilwoman Andrea
Wood seconded and all councilpersons agreed. (Vote 4-0)
Brent Bowden's company, AFT, Inc, was awarded the contract to repair and upgrade Patagonia's water system, based on his low bid of $1,011,275.
Barbara Ellis and Karla Espinoza were appointed to the Tree and Park Committee
The council approved a fundraiser for the Town’s Animal Control Dog Kennel. (The
fundraiser was held Dec 21.)
In a presentation by the Trees and Park Committee, Bethany Brandt told the council
about the grant that the Committee received from the state's forestry division. Using a map of the park, she described the proposed first phase activities of the
grant, which focuses on water harvesting, and invited everyone to a workshop on
January 11. (See page 18 for more information.)

NATIVE AMERICAN JEWELRY

Patagonia Middle School Lobos Basketball Undefeated Champs

Photo by Jim Schrimpf
On Thursday December 12 the Patagonia Middle School Basketball team defeated Sacred Heart Catholic School from Nogales to end the season
with an undefeated record. The Lobos, led by Coach Michael Quiroga, competed against Little Red School, Elgin School, Lourdes Catholic School
and Sacred Heart Catholic School. ABOVE, FROM LEFT: Isaak Vasquez, Diego Rugi, Lalo Aguilar, Damien Castro, Chris Miranda, Victor Baragas,
6 Alex Escoboza, Isaiah Ruiz, John Quiroga and Coach Mike Quiroga. Congratulations to the champs!

A Move to Improve Patagonia’s
Animal Control Kennels
by Ann Katzenbach
Housing for stray dogs is not high on the
list of priorities for the town of Patagonia,
whose budget is already pared way down. So
a group of concerned citizens has gotten
together to improve the situation. The existing kennels are hidden from sight by the
treatment plant at the south end of town.
They are vandalized periodically and have
not been repaired in years. Sandra Young,
who initiated the drive for new kennels, describes the place as “an embarrassment,”
adding that the new kennels will definitely
be situated somewhere else, although where
is still not certain.
A fundraiser on the Saturday before
Christmas netted nearly $800, as well as
promises for donations of chain-link fence
and soil. Young noted how impressed she is
with her committee, a group of hard workers
who get things done.

There are six adults and two ten-year-olds on the
working committee--twins, Hannah and Brianna Young,
who are Sandra’s grand daughters. They’ve joined in
the work to raise money for the new kennels as part of

Plaza Awaits
Permit Hearing
By Donna Reibslager
On January 8, the town
council will consider permitting for several proposed and/or completed
remodeling changes to the
McKeown Avenue Plaza.
These include the bakery
(Ovens of Patagonia,) a
new location for KPUP
studios,
three
studio
apartments, an acupuncture clinic, a handicapaccessible bathroom, and
a youth center.
A great deal of work
has been done to repair
and redecorate the complex. Owner Bob Ollerton
has replaced two thirds of
the structure's roofing,
repainted the exterior,
and carved out a space for
a small area of landscaping in the courtyard.
At the rear of the

courtyard, there is a large
interior space that Liliane
Papin would like to rent
for
her
Acupuncture
Clinic. Several previous
locations that she has
considered were in residential areas, and were
subject to concerns about
traffic and parking. This
space, however, appears
to be well-suited for the
clinic, situated as it is in a
commercial area with ample parking. Ollerton says
that Papin has indicated
her readiness to occupy
the space as soon as the
clinic receives the council's approval for a use
permit.
Ollertin's
project
would
revitalize
the
downtown area and expand the availability of

their 4-H commitment. ”Being on a
committee like this is a great learning opportunity for kids,” says
Young, adding that the twins were
instrumental in organizing the
Christmas fundraising event.
Later this month, the dog kennel
committee plans to meet again. In
the wings is a possible donation of
ten kennels. If that happens, Young
said, "we'll just need a building."

both retail and housing rentals.
With considerable time and
money invested thus far, he is
hoping to have the support of
town residents at the hearing
on January 8, so that his venture to restore the plaza can
move forward towards completion. The hearing will be in the
town council room, Wednesday,
January 8 at 7 p.m.

Photo by Donna Reibslager
Liliane Papin’s acupuncture clinic hopes to occupy these offices in the Plaza
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To contribute your opinion or commentary to PRT, send it in
Word format to prteditor@gmail.com. PRT reserves the right
to edit all submittals for language, length and content.

Agreements
By Ann Katzenbach
Well, here we
are at the
dawn of another year. I
am not a
very accomplished resolution maker, much
less resolution keeper, but lately
I’ve been thinking about a little
book that came into my life some
years ago when I was going
through a difficult patch. I was a
member of a small group of
women who read spiritually-based,
self-help (what a worn out adjective that is) books. Few of these
served to enlighten me, although
the group was supportive and we
laughed a lot which is the best antidote for most any ailment.
The book that stands out from
that time is “The Four Agreements” by Don Miguel Ruiz. Ruiz
is a kind of shaman of the Toltec
tradition. Toltec wisdom arises
from the same essential unity of
truth as other sacred esoteric traditions that are found all over the
world. The four agreements are
seemingly simple:
Be Impeccable With Your Word
Don’t Take Anything Personally
Don’t Make Assumptions
Always Do Your Best
But in fact they are complex and
not easy to remember, much less
8

practice. I do know that
when I was conscious of
them for a time in the past,
they helped me be more
thoughtful about myself and
others. With a new year and
a new home, I think it might
be worth remaking these
agreements with myself.
With the recent death of
Nelson Mandela and all the
replay and analysis of his life
in the media, I realized that
he lived these four agreements and that by practicing
them, he changed the world.
Not that he even knew about
them. Really, they are a synthesis of beliefs and teachings from nearly every religion. They contain elements
of forgiveness, non-violence,
truth, love, and transformation. That’s pretty powerful
for four short sentences.
The first agreement is
about speech. It asks us to
speak the truth, not to gossip, to use the power of our
words in the direction of
truth and love.
The second agreement is
hard to remember and sort
out, but Ruiz says nothing
that others do is because of
you. We each have our own

reality. This is so hard to keep in
mind, but if you can believe it
and remember it, you won't be
the victim of needless suffering.
And knowing that someone else
is suffering allows you to forgive
and have compassion. For me,
this also means I need to have
compassion for myself.
Then there is that source of so
much unhappiness - assumptions. I can hear myself saying
about any number of misunderstandings, “But I assumed....”
Again it comes back to communication. It takes patience and
sometimes courage to clarify our
desires, or hear directions, or express doubts. It’s often so easy to
just keep moving ahead. Keeping
communication open avoids most
misunderstandings, sadness and
drama.

As to the fourth agreement,
sometimes you can hit the ball
squarely, sometimes you miss.
Ruiz thinks that the miss is fine
as long as you are doing your
best. It requires real consciousness to be aware of what and how
you are doing at a given moment.
You can't do your best if you're
not conscious.
I have no illusions about
changing the world, but there are
lots of times when I would like to
make my little sphere of operation a better place, and so I think
I will revisit these agreements
and see if the year ahead can be
more conscious, more thoughtful,
less hurried, with plenty of room
for forgiveness. And don't forget
to laugh!
Happy new year

Embarrassment Plucked
From the Jaws of Defeat
By Martin Levowitz

It's said the mythic gates
of hell are guarded by a dog
with 50 heads. Our hometown, too, has 50 cops at
either end of town, or so it
seems. Those year-round,
festive, flashing lights are
mighty pretty, too: red,
white, and blue. This sleepy
hamlet makes a lot of
money off the fools who
don't slow down, and even
locals, bitten once or twice,
have learned to use their
cruise-control in town, to
overcome the carelessness
that plagues familiar, everyday routine.
Not long ago, I headed
out to Tucson after dark.
Once clear of town I sped
up, in time to trip the radar
of a Santa Cruz County
sheriff's
deputy
who'd
parked along the road with
his lights off. He chased me
down and told me I'd been
clocked at sixty-nine. The
speed limit was fifty-five. It
didn't look good for me. I
didn't resist. In fact, I said,

"But officer, my cruzcontrol was set to seventy."
Policemen, just like other
living things, appreciate
those who are pleasant and
frank. They must get sick of
folks who bitch and fume.
In any case, this guy was
cool and cut me lots of
slack. "I'm not gonna bust
you for speeding," he said,
"but we're in the midst of a
Zero Tolerance Campaign,
so I've got to write you up
for something. I'll cite you
for Wasting A Finite Resource. That way it'll cost
you about 60 bucks, instead
of $200, and there'll be no
points added to your driving record." Well, that
seemed like a bargain to
me, so I thanked him and
went on my way, with my
summons in hand.
A Zero Tolerance Campaign: What's that? Since
when is wasting gasoline a
crime? My tree-hugger heart
kind of liked the idea, but
some cynical part of my
brain wasn't sure: on top of

the old-fashioned speeding offense, it seemed like added
jeopardy to me, a lot like another odd law on the books, of
which I hadn't heard until a
year or two before.
Arizona's reliably medieval
statutes declare that a “person
who operates a motor-vehicle
with any detectable trace of
cannabis or its metabolites in
his or her bloodstream is guilty
of a felony.” What happened to
the level playing-field or common sense? It takes three or
four weeks for the metabolic
by-products of marijuana to
dissipate. No one but a liar,
fool, or politician could claim
that someone who smoked a
joint three weeks ago is still
impaired, if he was ever even
stoned at all. That's just a
sloppy, biased law. Legislatures,
unless monitored by concerned
citizens, often craft petty rules
to serve the state's convenience, without too much regard
for justice or common sense.
Badly-written laws add to
higher court-costs, magnify the
public's mistrust of authority,

and make life harder for the cops.
It wasn't till later, approaching I-10, that
something else occurred to me. At the time I
was driving my wife's Prius which averages 48
miles per gallon. The pickup truck in front of
me most likely got a third of that, or less. The
SUV behind me might get half of that, at best. So
which of us was wasting gasoline? I decided
that, instead of just paying the fine, I would
raise that cute question in court -- if only to
challenge the gist of the law, and to see how
Keith Barth would react. I looked forward to my
day in court, some three weeks hence.
The three weeks passed. I drove up to
Sonoita to the court at 10 a.m. and presented
my summons and photo ID to the clerk. She
looked at my papers and said, as she handed
them back, "Sorry, sir, that was yesterday's date.
You're too late." I felt a bit ridiculous, of course.
What happened to my moment in the sun?
"Well, now what do I do?," I asked the clerk,
imagining the cops would soon be knocking
down my door, warrant in hand. She said, "Just
pay the fine and you'll be fine." I wrote a check
and slowly drove back home. My cruz-control
was set to 56.

Artwork by Lee Katzenbach
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We are Not Alone
By Cassina Farley
Zach has one
of those “tell
me everything”
kind of faces.
Folks all over
have a tendency to tell him some pretty intimate details for no reason other than, I guess, he’s a
good listener. The conversation he had with
a local fellow the other day affects all of us,
so listen up. Apparently
we shouldn’t be worried
about the ill effects of
mining in our community,
we have bigger problems.
Are you sitting down?
Apparently what we’ve
got on our hands is an
international cover-up for a much bigger
situation. Yep you guessed it, an alien invasion. This seemingly harmless fellow laid
out in detail what’s really going on in Harshaw at what he calls the “gravel pit.” (Not
sure of the exact location.)
Some members of some sort of international government agency are posing as miners here to distract us from the landing and
taking off of (according to him) giant space

craft. We are being invaded by
aliens from all over the universe.
Actually, he doesn’t believe it’s an
invasion but more like
infiltration. According
to him they are walking among us and
some are “lizard people.” Some of the
space craft are miles long and on
some occasions he has witnessed
these alien ships trying to enter
small spaces in the hills.
According to him all
the mining activities we
are seeing in the canyons and mountains
are actually holograms
to distract us from
what is really going on: a multiuniverse substation for alien
travel. (Cue the spooky music.)
Some mornings at approximately
seven o’clock, a giant white pyramid-shaped flying object can be
seen coming in for a landing over
Harshaw.
Right about now you are

probably imagining the
look on my face. A slight
smirk
perhaps?
Well,

based on a few interactions I’ve
had with the public lately the
notion of aliens walking among
us is pretty probable. Don’t discount what he’s saying. I’m not.
It explains a lot. As my good
friend Mandy always says, “you
can’t make this stuff up.” Now
talk among yourselves.

Artwork by Lee Katzenbach

Living With a
Diva Dog
By Jeff Evans

Well I did it. I thought it would be fun to write about my
darling Sammi. Well guess what? Her new-found fame has
gone to her head and Patagonia now has its very own Divathe Lady GaGa of Patagonia. Just try living with a diva.
It started with her drinking water- she shunned Patagonia tap water and will only drink Perrier with a squeeze of
key lime. Her metal water bowl needed to be replaced by a
model from Steuben. I should have known this would happen.
Meals are now a whole new experience. Prior to her recently-found fame, the “Healthy Weight” dry food from
Costco was just fine -- no more. Now she insists on lightlysautéed Kobi beef tenderloin tips with an au jus served on
fine china. Try finding Kobi beef in Patagonia. It ain’t easy.
10 Beauty is of course important to a diva, so it’s weekly

pedicures. Since she has no hands I don’t
have to cover manicures, but there are
twice as many pedicures. And there are the
bubble baths at PetSmart and full body
massages. It used to be that one belly rub
a day would suffice- now it’s at least two
and they had better last as long as she
wants or else, regardless of how tired my
arm gets.
She has mentioned how nice it would be
to have an inside doggy liter box, lined
with sod. This is actually a great idea, especially when it rains or it’s 11 o’clock at
night in December. I have tried to explain
to her that my landlady would probably
not think that was such a great idea and it
would take upmost of the guest room
which I guess would be okay since I never
have any guests.
Her latest demand? She wants me to get
8 X 10 glossies and a pink stamp pad and
she will sell autographed photos for $2.50
each. Now this isn’t all that stupid since at
least this could help defray the cost of the
Perrier.
Lord knows what demands she will

come up with next. There was a
mention of a dog collar from either
Louis Vuitton or Gucci. This has
got to stop.
You might ask how she taught
me all the new rules – well it’s trial
and error until I get it right. Otherwise I find a surprise waiting for
me in the living room.
Actually I’m kidding.
Sammi is no diva. She is still the
same wonderful companion she
was before she became famous. She
eats the Costco dog food which is
good. She drinks tap water. She
sleeps on the bed, most of the bed,
where she occaisionally lets go a
gas bomb that peels the paint off
the wall. I don’t think divas do
that—certainly no one would bring
it to their attention. Life is pretty
much unchanged.
All in all Sammi is her same
wonderful self. And I love her a lot,
a whole lot.

Forum on Creating
Greater Local
Sustainability
by Donna Reibslager

The Food and Finance Forum, scheduled for January 13 to January 15 is an ambitious project that seeks to foster strategies for new
farms and food micro-enterprises and to revitalize local economies.
The forum hopes to bring entrepreneurs and investors together to
facilitate the development of "tangible initiatives toward systemic
food system change." Nationally recognized speakers will talk about
ways that farmers and investors can obtain and profit from substantially higher production. Small business owners will explain how to
broker financial backing and establish local beef and vegetable
sourcing. Other topics will focus on linking food banks, community
development planners and local credit unions with local employment and food production. Local ecologist Gary Nabhan of Native
Seed Search will be one of the speakers.
Noting that Arizona is the "fifth worst ranking among states in
poverty and third worst ranking in childhood food insecurity,"
speakers will also propose the creation of "green jobs" with liveable
wages in the farming, ranching, food processing, distribution and
serving sectors of our economy.
The forum will open on January 13 with an afternoon and evening of film and lecture, to be held at Sea of Glass concert hall in
downtown Tucson. Refreshments will be served, and a $5 donation
will be requested at the door.
Continued lectures will take place during the following two days
of the forum, and are available only to pre-registered participants.
(Registration ends January 1.) This portion of the event will be held
at Biosphere Two Conference Center in Oracle, and will run all day
Tuesday, 1/14, and until 2 p.m. the following day.
The forum is being hosted by the Kellogg Program for Sustainable Food Systems at the University of Arizona, in collaboration with
Local First Arizona, Good Food Finder, Slow Money Arizona, Edible
Baja Arizona magazine, Edible Phoenix magazine, Sustainable Tucson, Avalon Gardens, Slow Food Tucson, Slow Food Phoenix, Community Food Bank of Southern Arizona, Pima County Food Systems
Alliance and Native Seeds/SEARCH.
For information on registration, go to www.eventbrite.com. For
other questions relating to the forum, contact Gary Nabhan at
gpnabhan @email.arizona.edu., or go to www.localfirstaz.com.

Rosemont Mine Two Views
By Ann Katzenbach
Last month the PRT’s front page declared that the Rosemont Mine’s water mitigation plan had been rejected by the
Environmental Protection Agency. That same week the Bulletin’s front page featured a story declaring the Rosemont
Mine was likely to be approved. Both these stories are correct, but each emphasizes a different aspect of this complicated approval process.
After years of study, the U.S. Forest Service has released
a final environmental report that essentially says the mine
meets all environmental standards. Those standards relate
to wildlife, water, air, and native claims. Charged by a 140year-old mining law to facilitate mining, the Forest Service
admitted that it changed its standards in order to allow the
mine to go ahead.
At the same time, the EPA, which is not obligated by
consideration for the 1872 mining law, rejected Rosemont’s
plan for preventing the affected water in the Santa Rita
Mountains from being polluted. Their report called Rosemont’s mitigation plan “grossly inadequate.”
What this all means at this point is not clear, but despite
the Forest Service’s approval, there still seem to be some
major hurdles for Rosemont to clear before the company
can start digging.

Letter to the Editor
Info About the
Affordable Care Act
After hosting a series of Affordable Care Act Tele-Town
Halls, it is clear that people are looking for answers about
the ACA and how it can help their families.
These forums provided information about the ACA and
Medicaid restoration and expansion, which have extended
Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System eligibility to
some individuals who did not previously qualify.
I am still receiving requests for the information presented in the forum, and I now have recorded copies of
both the English and Spanish presentations available, free
of charge, on request. I will make sure anyone who wants a
recording gets it via email or in the mail. The English version of the presentation is also available online at http://
youtube/E9WQoLdYKQw.
Arizonans deserve access to quality, affordable health
care coverage. There is a lot to know about Medicaid eligibility, the enrollment process and the differences in plans.
The timing is important because some people need to find
a plan by Dec. 23 to ensure they have coverage beginning
Jan. 1.
To request a copy of the ACA Tele-Town Hall, email
adalessandro@azleg.gov or call 1-800-352-8404, ext. 65342.
Arizonans can also dial 211 for a directory of community
services including help with the ACA.
-- Rep. Andrea Dalessandro,
D-Sahuarita (District 2)
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Arizona DOC
Work Program
Awards Certificates
By Susan Belt

On December 18, participants in the Arizona Department of Corrections (DOC) Work Cure program in Santa Cruz County received certificates from the DOC, the Arizona Game and Fish
Department, and the Sonoita County Fairgrounds. The certificates were given in appreciation for the participants' border
cleanup work throughout the county, for their cleanup and repair of the fairgrounds in Sonoita, and for their regular maintenance of the Sonoita rest area and the County Courthouse in
Sonoita.

Photo by Susan Belt
From left: Matthew Walton of Game and Fish, Officer Harris of
DOC, Justice of the Peace Keith D. Barth, and Officer Carver of
DOC. The two officers directly supervised the two work crews being honored.
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Annual Patagonia Christmas Bird Cou

The first Christmas Bird Count (CBC) was held in Patagonia on December 26, 19
participants. This year, 40 volunteers participated in the CBC, which happened o
20. Tom Arny is the compiler for the Patagonia CBC, which is organized by A
The 40 volunteers split into 19 parties and covered 176 square miles, which incl
nelo Hills, San Rafael Valley, Washington Camp and the Circle Z Ranch. Since
the Patagonia Mountains are inaccessible, not all the designated territory can
However, Arny says that each year there are a couple of intrepid counters who go
mountains to try to find spotted owls. As you can see from this year's list, they saw
Over the past few years, the number of species counted and the number of birds h
clining, locally, and throughout the country. The afternoon of December 20 was q
which makes bird spotting difficult. Arny is sure this made some difference, but h
declining numbers may be a trend, although the numbers have always gone up and
Wigeon 16
Mallard 11
Green-winged Teal 24
Gadwall 3
Ring-necked Duck 8
Northern Shoveler 2
Gambel's Quail 2
Montezuma Quail 53
Great Blue Heron 1
Black Vulture 31
White-tailed Kite 1
Northern Harrier 17
Sharp-shinned Hawk 5
Cooper's Hawk 9
Red-tailed Hawk 42
Kestrel 19
Merlin 2
Prairie Falcon 1
Peregrine Falcon 1
Golden Eagle 2
Northern Caracara 1
Wilson's Snipe 4
Killdeer 1
Eurasian Collared Dove 63
White-winged Dove 103
Mourning Dove 351
Inca Dove 22
Common Ground Dove 4
Greater Roadrunner 3
Western Screech-Owl 1
Whiskered Screech-Owl 1
Northern Pygmy Owl 2
Spotted Owl 1
White-throated Swift 8
Anna's Hummingbird 9
Broad-billed Hummingbird 1
Belted Kingfisher 4
Acorn Woodpecker38
Gila Woodpecker 58
Hairy Woodpecker 3
Williamson's Sapsucker 3
Red-naped Sapsucker 14

Ladder-backed Woodpecker 53
Arizona Woodpecker 21
Red-shafted Flicker 85
Hammond's Flycatcher 10
Gray Flycatcher 15
Dusky Flycatcher 6
Black Phoebe 23
Say's Phoebe 29
Loggerhead Shrike 9
Plumbeous Vireo 3
Hutton's Vireo 14
Scrub Jay 5
Mexican Jay 245
Chihuahuan Raven 33
Common Raven 327
Raven -sp 9
Horned Lark 15
Bridled Titmouse 108
Verdin 9
Bushtit 111
White-breasted Nuthach 61
Browncreeper 1
Rock Wren 12
Canyon Wren 21
Bewick's Wren 121
House Wren 9
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 204
Black-tailed Gnatcatcher 2
Black-capped Gnatcatcher 1
Eastern Bluebird 51
Western Bluebird 150
Bluebird sp 60
Townsend's Solitaire 16
Hermit Thrush 69
American Robin 8
Northern Mockingbird 4
Curve-billed Thrasher 11
Crissal Thrasher 1
Phainopepla 9
European Starling 4
Orange-crowned Warbler 1
Northern Parula 1

Yellow-rumpe
Black-throated
Townsend's W
Louisiana Wat
Painted Redsta
Hepatic Tanag
Green-tailed T
Spotted Towhe
Canyon Towh
Abert's Towhe
Rufous-winged
Rufous-crown
Chipping Spar
Brewer's Sparr
Vesper Sparro
Lark Sparrow
White-crowne
Black-throated
Savanna Sparr
Grasshopper S
Song Sparrow
Lincoln's Spar
Dark-eyed Jun
Oregon Junco
Pink-Sided Jun
Gray-headed J
Slate-colored J
Northern Card
Pyrrhuloxia 41
Lazuli Bunting
Scott's Oriole
Bullock's Orio
Eastern Meado
Meadowlark s
Brewer's Black
Great-tailed G
Brown-headed
House Finch 2
Pine Siskin 26
Lesser Goldfin
House Sparrow

Photos by Walter Andrew
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Photography by Martin Levowitz
Photographs by Martin Levowitz will be on display at the
Gathering Grounds from January 9 through January 31. The
exhibit is organized around
three themes: people, places
and things.
Levowitz’s people are shown
as they live the comedies and
the small dramas of life. His
eye is also drawn to pattern,
such as the repeat design created by rows of ornate columns or a kaleidoscopic overhead view of escalator stairs.
Some of his photos convince
the viewer that they are looking
at an abstract image (such as
“Distortions #1”, seen below,
which depicts windows reflected in windows.).
Levowitz, who also writes
a column for PRT, took up photography about five years ago.
He says that one of the things
he most enjoys about it is its
immediacy. Comparing photography to writing,
he notes
that the visual arts communicate their message instantly.
Their impact is not drawn out
in the linear fashion of the written word, but is instead taken
in all at once.
There will be a reception for
the artist on Thursday, January
9, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m at the
Gathering
Grounds,
319
McKeown Avenue, in Patagonia.
“A Day at the Dentist”

14

Above: “Crowning Gory”; below: “Distortions #1”

Personal Geographies and
Neighborhood Maps

New Reading
by
Local
Authors
By Donna Reibslager
Three local authors have
written books that are either new or newly available.

“Laundry

Detail from map by Karen Novak

The Patagonia Public Library
will display personal maps created by fourth grade students at
Patagonia Elementary School, beginning January 1. The students
have been working with artist
Susan Corl and art teacher, Johana Lee, to create mixed media
and embroidered artwork representing their own personal geographies and neighborhood
maps. The project was made possible by the Patagonia Creative
Arts Association, Patagonia Elementary School and the Patagonia Public Library.
The students’ work will be
on display at the Patagonia Public
Library during the Journeys exhibit, January-February 2014.

Day’”

by

Rhonda Brew of Patagonia, chronicles her
two years in a federal
prison following arrest
for possession of marijuana.
Brew records
the mundane daily routines of prison life with
wit and candor, recounting from a journal she kept throughout her time there.

Milo’s

Treasure,”

by R.L. Alford, is the
fictional story of Milo
Striker, from his early
days as an Army Lieutenant in the 4th Calvary at Fort Lowell, to
his retirement ceremony at Fort Huachuca. Alford lives in
Patagonia.

“The Other Side,”
by Martin Lahiff, is a
story of events in Mexico, from the Spanish
conquest to its independence. It depicts
the challenges that
Mexico has had to overcome, from the perspective of someone
with great respect and
reverence
for
this
country and its people.
Lahiff makes his home
in Patagonia.
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Providing A Safety Net
By Cheryl Toth

Bangles is a loving and sweet adult cat
whose only “problem” is that her 90 year-old
guardian became terminally ill and could no
longer care for her. Lucy is a well-trained black
lab/retriever mix who was left on the trail behind the shelter one night. Tanner is a playful
shepherd found sauntering down Highway 82
without a collar.
Every one of the homeless dogs and cats at
the Santa Cruz Humane Society has a story.
Some of them can be pretty tough to listen to.
But the employees and volunteers at SCHS
don’t want people to dwell on this. They want
people to think of SCHS as a happy place, one
where animal tales can have happy endings.
Because nearly all of them do.
A Safety Net for Animals
SCHS is the county’s safety net for homeless and abandoned animals. A “no kill” shelter, SCHS cares for these animals while they
wait for their forever homes. Usually the animals are adopted in a few weeks or months.
Sometimes they wait longer. But while they are
waiting, they are cared for by a compassionate
staff, socialized, brushed, and played with by
volunteers, and given lots of love by everyone.
When you adopt a pet from the humane
society, you literally save a life. That’s because
every empty spot at the shelter means SCHS
can take in another animal that has been abandoned or surrendered. It can also mean that
staff can take a dog or cat from County Animal Control’s euthanasia list, giving that animal a chance for adoption. When the shelter is
filled to capacity, it must turn animals away.
That’s why SCHS is focused on increasing
adoptions, educating the community about the
need for a new facility, and promoting the importance of spay/neuter.
Raising Awareness
This fall, SCHS gave its online media a major overhaul, paving the way for reaching new
audiences and increasing awareness about its
services
and
needs.
The
web
site
www.santacruzhumanesociety.org, was rewrit-
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ten and relaunched.There you can find
out about shelter services and see what
animals are available. You can also donate online (including setting up automated, monthly giving), sign up for email alerts, and see prices for adoption
and medical services.
In addition to the web site, a Facebook page, w ww.fa cebook. co m/
santacruzhumanesociety, is now updated regularly with featured animals,
upcoming events, tips, and videos. And
a YouTube channel hosts a new video
outlining SCHS’ plans for a new animal
care facility. Next year, SCHS plans to
create and post video tours of the shelter, animal care instructions, and more.
SCHS needs volunteers. If you’d like
to work directly with the animals, consider becoming a dog or cat
“socializer” a few hours a week or
month. Interested in helping make videos for the shelter or developing online
media content? Join our new media
volunteer team. You can also help coordinate or staff SCHS events, participate in grant writing, or help price and
sort items at the thrift store. No matter
what role you choose, you’ll help SCHS
ensure every animal that passes
through the shelter’s doors has an ending that’s much happier than the one
with which it arrived.
Cheryl Toth is a member of the
SCHS board, and serves as the shelter’s
volunteer media coordinator. Interested
volunteers can stop by the shelter at
232 E. Patagonia Hwy 82, Nogales or
call (520) 287-5654. Or, contact Toth at
tothie@theriver.com, or 408-489-5851.

Volunteer Kenneth and friends

Photos by Cheryl Toth
Pretzel

17

Park Committee
Receives Grant
and Plans Workshop
By Cornelia O’Connor

Arizona State's Forestry Division has awarded the Town of
Patagonia $9,650. The local Tree
and Park Committee wrote the
successful grant that will be used
to irrigate trees and assist with
other projects.
In addition to hiring a contractor to put in a new irrigation system, the committee has other
plans. On January 9, Cado Daily
of the University of Arizona Extension Office will come to Patagonia to talk about irrigation systems for trees. She will be in the
town park at 10 a.m. and the
public is welcome.
On January 11, there will be a
free public workshop on benefits,
designs, and strategies for harvesting rainwater, creating rainwater gardens, and managing
storm runoff. Kate Tirion will
lead the workshop. There will be
complimentary coffee and tea
throughout the day. After the
presentation, it's time for handson experience. Everyone is welcome to pitch in and help. We'll
do some work to keep storm water from standing in the park, lay
the beginnings of a rain garden,
and do other projects to capture
rain water for the trees.
If you plan to volunteer, bring
your tools if you have them:
rakes, shovels, wheelbarrows and
gloves. Some tools and gloves will
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be provided. Be ready to have
fun! All ages welcome, but children under seven must be accompanied by an adult.
Work will be followed by a
potluck lunch. Bring a dish to
share. The organizers want to
know what you think about
park matters, so bring your
thoughtful comments.
People are welcome to come
and go at any time. There will
be a sign-in sheet, so if you do
come, please be sure to sign in,
as that helps meet the requirements of the grant.
The Tree and Park Committee was established by the town
council in 2011. The goal of the
committee is to keep our park
trees healthy, and to make the
park inviting for our citizens
and visitors.
Some of the past projects of
the committee have been to
host a workshop on tree pruning, hire arborists to evaluate
the trees, work with the local
Girls Scouts and others to create the pollinating garden, landscape around the bird sculpture, put in rainwater retention
basins by the sycamores across
from the marshal's office, plant
a tree for Arbor Day, and apply
for Tree City USA status.
In addition to the Arizona

Photo by Donna Reibslager
State Forestry Division who
awarded a Community Challenge
Grant, the committee thanks Cliff
Hirsch, the Town Council, Dave
Teel, Arcinio DeLaOssa, Ron Pullium and Borderlands Restoration
Project, Gary Nebham, the local
schools; Dean Fish, Patagonia Business Association, The Community

Garden, the Fall Festival Committee, the Patagonia Senior Citizens,
Brent Bowden, and others too numerous to name but just as valuable.
Call Cornelia O'Connor with
questions about the workshop,
520-604-7161. Call Karla Espinoza
with questions about the potluck,
520-732-0385.

Oz Comes
to Elgin
By Beth Lorber,
Contributing Writer

A very condensed version of “The
Wizard of Oz” came to the stage in the
Elgin school gymnasium on Saturday,
December 14. The Missoula Children’s
Theater helped stage the production,
which is one of its repertoire of shows
specially written for childrens’ performance. Traveling thespians from Missoula,
Montana (usually a director and actor)
drive up to a school on Monday with a
small van filled with a stage set, costumes, props, makeup and basic lighting.
They hold student auditions, rehearse
like mad, and by Saturday, they put on a
show.
The stage set for “The Wizard of Oz”
includes a large rainbow in the background, a small house that disappears in
a tornado, and when it comes time for
the travelers to speak to the great and
powerful Oz, a curtain in front of the
rainbow parts to reveal a very large set
of red reflecting eyes and red lips that
move like a marionette when the wizard’s booming voice is heard.
The hour-long show was put together
under the direction of Stephanie Brown
of the Missoula Children’s Theatre. Assistant directors were Elena Graham and
Megan Miller. Excellent music and sound
effects were an integral part of the play.
Anna Lewing of the Missoula Children’s Theatre played both the scarecrow and Auntie Em. As the only adult in
the show she did an excellent job of pull-

From left: Breann Archer, Gabbi Bowler, Hannah Young, & Aysialin Mountjoy as Munchkins
ing the production together.
Student performers ranged in
age from first to eighth graders.
Kylie Kueneman as Dorothy,
Alexandria Scheid as the tin
man,Clay Kahla as the lion, and
Chesed Chap as a wonderful
Toto rounded out the lead rolls.
In addition, there were ten
Magicians, twelve Munchins,
eight Winkies, and nine fierce
Flowers who provided plenty of
choreographed stage action.
Additional actors included;
Aspern Miller as the professor/
wizard, Parker Bostock as the

green
guard,
MacKenzie
Donaldson as the wicked witch,
Tana Elias as Glinda, Tavania
Padilla as mayor munchin, and
Sophia Jordan as farmer
munchin.
This version of the classic
Frank Baum tale was written and
conceived for the Missoula Childen’s Theater by Jim Caron, with
music and lyrics by Michael
McGill, Bob Hubley and David
Simmons.
The Missoula Children’s Theatre works with 65,000 children a
year in 50 states and 17 countries

around the world.
A supportive audience of
families and friends ranging
in age from babies to grandparents attended the Saturday evening performance.
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PABA’s 2014
Mission – Boost
Local Business
By Heather Dodge

This year the Patagonia Area
Business Association (PABA)
will step up efforts to increase
patronage of Mountain Empire
communities in order to enhance local businesses and nonprofits. Specifically, PABA is
focused on building tourism
trade.
In 2013 PABA launched the
redesigned patagoniaaz.com
website, geared to attracting
nature lovers, birders, cyclists,
campers, art and history aficio-

nados, and anyone in the world
who wants to experience the
joys of life off the beaten track.
The site will undergo continuous improvement in 2014.
Last year PABA also reconstructed and incorporated the
Patagonia Fall Festival site

within patagoniaaz.com and assisted with marketing to great success. A record estimated 16,000
people attended the event.
The PABA Board of Directors
continues to explore and utilize
various ways to consolidate and
direct outreach efforts to maximize
communication with Arizonans and
special interest groups around the
world. Updating maps, posting
events, email blasting, publishing a
revised local directory, establishing
a long-term event calendar, collaborating with greater Santa Cruz
County, and connecting with target
audiences via social media are all
part of PABA’s ongoing goal of
boosting local business through
tourism.
The 2014 PABA membership
drive, the dues of which support

the group’s efforts, starts February
14. Adjusted rates, accommodation
of small and startup businesses, and
list of member benefits will be
posted at patagoniaaz.com by February 1.
PABA seeks a few energetic and
skilled people with vision and creative ideas to add to the Board of Directors, which currently includes Ann
Caston (Mariposa Books), Adrienne
Halpert (Global Arts Gallery and
Lillian’s Closet), Jean Miller (Long Realty), Regina Medley (Mesquite Grove
Galleries and Cross Creek Cottages),
Heather Dodge (Amaranth Productions), Jacob Carter (TreeHouse
Farm), and Gama Leyva (Gama’s
Quality Home Inspections, LLC).
Email your interest to membership@patagonia az.com.

Rotary Club Delivers A Gift of Books to Students

Photo by Gama Leyva
On December 19, the Rotary Club visited the Patagonia schools and gave every child from
kindergarten through high school a book for Christmas. Teacher Bert Ford played Santa
Claus. The books were purchased through a grant that Rotary member Susan Archibald
obtained. FROM LEFT: Bert Ford, Susan Archibald, Denise Blake, Fred Sang, and Inge Meyer.
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Kudos to all our elders, two and four-legged!
Through friends of mine I have had some awesome
experiences lately.
One friend lost her adored elder dog, Stella, last year.
Stella left behind her long-time canine companion, Atticus, who was feeling quite lost without his girl. After several months of grieving, my friend decided that it was
time to find a new friend for Atticus.
A friend of hers regularly posts “dogs in need of
homes” on Facebook. An older dog that was posted
caught her attention. In fact, two older dogs did. A family
with a dog named Ty had to give her up because after 11
years, they were moving. They requested she be euthanized. Thank goodness she was not, because my friend
adopted her as well as ten- year old Nikki. They are two
of the sweetest, most loving and happy dogs and such
good friends for Atticus. Every time I arrive there, the
three come running to greet the car, and I smile every
time.
I told another person who loves older animals these
dogs’ stories and she decided that she too, would like to
save a senior dog in need. I volunteered to search with
her. I looked on-line under Adopt-a-Pet and found a few
prospects we went to meet. I did not gather enough information. The matches were not suitable and it was a
rather heart-breaking experience having to leave these
dogs behind. However, it was a learning experience.
My next search was more specific and when we went
to meet the next two candidates, we were ready to request they bring the dogs out to us so that we need not
be exposed to all the sad faces inside. We went to our local Santa Cruz Humane Society this time and we did not
even need to make that request. They offered to do exactly that.
The first dog, Pete, whom I’d found on the internet
ended up being a little too big to handle for my wee
friend, barely five feet tall. The volunteers were very eager for her to also meet another older candidate named
Max who was a lot smaller than Pete.
Max seemed a very compatible match, but it was still a
huge commitment for my friend. She took Max as a foster
dog on a two week trial basis. Perfect! All pressure taken
off! So that’s what she did, and they hit it off. Her two
cats are slowly getting used living with Max.
Another happy ending to the story is that at the Santa
Cruz Humane Society, seniors need only pay the initial
fostering fee of $35. I have adopted several older animals
into my life that I simply could not say no to, and the joy
and love they added to my home for however long we
had together was immeasurable.

Waiting
In Mexico these are the days of waiting.
A million women await their men. Millions
More of wild-eyed children wait for
Their fathers to come home, at least
For a Christmas while. A million men
Make their way toward homes that fill
Their emptiness, passing southward past
The cold and empty plains they planted
With a different kind of life for many
More who do not know a way to home.
These are the days when priests await alone
To place the wetness of baptism on their young,
When waiting means the coming of a babe
To Bethlehem enlightened by a single star.
— Martin Lahiff
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meetings

events

AA Meeting - The Patagonia Com. Ctr., Sun.

Journey Stories - January 4 through February 16 ; the Smithsonian’s Museum on Main

at 8 p.m.; Sonoita Bible Church, Tues. at
7:30 p.m.; Pat. Methodist Church, Fri. at
7:30 p.m.

AlAl-Anon Meeting - Wednesdays at 6 p.m.,
Sonoita Hills Comm. Church. 52 Elgin Rd.,
just off Hwy 83; Info: 237-8091

CHOP (Community Homes of Patagonia, Inc.)
Board Meeting 3rd Monday of the month at
6 p.m. in the Patagonia Town Council Room
Chambers. Info: Tod Bowden 394-9051

Overeaters Anonymous Meetings - Patagonia United Methodist Church, Tuesdays
and Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. Info: 404-3490

Patagonia Town Council Meetings, 2nd
& 4th Wednesdays of the month at 7 p.m.

Rotary Club Meeting, Thursdays at 6 p.m.
at the Keif Joshua Winery in Sonoita.

San Rafael 44-H Community Club Meeting, second Monday of every month at the
Patagonia Community Church, Thurber Hall
at 5:30 p.m. Contact Tami 455-5561.

Street opens at the Patagonia Library and
Cady Hall; features exhibits about our local
heritage. Mon.—Sun. Noon to 5 p.m. Extended hours Tues. and Sat.

2nd Wednesday of the month, 9-11 a.m.

Patagonia Methodist Church Thrift
Shop, Fridays 10a.m.-2p.m., Sat. 10a.m-

Creative Arts Assn.; Tues. 3:30 - 5 p.m. Ages
5-12. Suggested donation. 394-9369 .

Play Bridge - Patagonia Comm. Center, Mon-

from 6 to 9 p.m., at the Gathering Grounds
in Patagonia.

The Historic Empire Ranch -January 11;
Docent-led walking tours introducing the
history of the Empire Ranch families. 11a.m.
and 1 p.m.

“Despoblado: Immigration, Conservation
and Artifact in the ArizonaArizona-Mexico Borderland - January 17; A presentation by Scott

p.m.; $15/drop-in, $50/5 classes; beginning
Jan. 7. ww.chipandlaura,com; 604-0830 .

days & Thursdays at 1 p.m.

BINGO - St. Theresa Parish Hall, Patagonia,
1st & 3rd Mondays at 6PM; 455-5681

Crossroads Quilters - Sonoita Fire Dept.,
2nd & 4th Mondays at 9 a.m.; 455-9340.

Open Tennis - PUHS, Tues. & Thurs. at 4:30
p.m., Sat. at 8:30 a.m., except during school
matches. Contact Tod Bowden at 394-2973

Warren on the story of desert struggle that
is a part of the southern Arizona borderlands. 7 p.m. in the Patagonia Library.

Bikram Yoga - Patagonia; for information

Patagonia Museum Day - January 18;

Sonoita Tergar Meditation Practice -1st &

Gertie and the T.O. Boys - January 25; mu-

Patagonia Food Bank, 3rd & Smelter;

ArtMakers - After-school art at Patagonia

Photography by Martin Levowitz—
Levowitz—January
9 - 30; Reception for the artist January 9

Sr. Citizens of Patagonia Van Service Medical transportation available Mon.—Fri.
for seniors & disabled to Sierra Vista, Tucson, Green Valley & Nogales. By appointment only. 394-2494

$60/3 hrs., $100/ full day. All materials provided. For info call Susan Corl at 394-2926

Yoga with Chip & Laura; Tuesdays- 5:30-7

nity Ctr. Tuesday is Pie Day! Try the Thursday Special!

Lunch for Seniors Mon - Fri at the Commu-

Silk Paper Classes -January 11 - Jan. 26;

“Chasing Arizona” - January 4 ; Author
Ken Lamberton describes his journey to photograph Arizona’s 12 state symbols. At the
Tin Shed Theater, 7 p.m.

10:30 a.m.: The Patagonia Museum’s Annual
Meeting; 1 p.m.: Dr. Michael Brescia highlights the influences of Spanish and Mexican migration into our region; 3 p.m.: Historic Patagonia Walking Tour. Meet at the
Train Depot.

community services

special interests

sical performance and community dance by
award-winning Tohono O’odham Waila band.
At the Tin Shed Theater, 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.

SCFPA Performance at Saint Rita Abbey –
January 31; Choir performs Renaissance
music , 18th century Misa music, and traditional border folk songs. Hosted by Santa
Cruz Foundation for the Performing Arts.
For info go to scfpapresents.org

call 520-604-7283

3rd Mondays at a private home. Free. Jonelle
455-9222, jonelle@tergar.org

Sonoita Plant Parenthood Gardening
Club - Share info on all kinds of gardening.
For meeting info clarebonelli@gmail.com.

Used Books - Patagonia Library; good selection at great prices. Monday - Friday, 10 a.m.
-5 p.m., Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Friends of Sonoita Creek “Meet &
Greet” open house. Jan 17, 4:30-6pm at the
Wild Horse restaurant, Patagonia

Guided Hike - Jan. 25; Meet at Nature Preserve Visitor Ctr. 394-2400

noon.

Angel Wings Thrift & Gift Shop Our Lady
of the Angels Mission Catholic Church, 12
Los Encinos Rd, Sonoita. Open Thurs-Sat.
10 a.m. to 2 p.m,. Donations accepted during business hours. Info: 455-5262
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Send your event information to
prtevents@gmail.com.
Include time, date location, and contact info.
Next deadline: Jan. 20

HOUSING RENTALS
PATAGONIA
2 BD/1 BA; nw kitchen, laundry hookup, carport, enclosed
yard, in town, $800/mo; 520-394-0148 or 360-317-4281

SONOITA HOME FOR RENT - 2 BD/2BTH. All appliances, washer & dryer, garage & frt. & bk yards.
Walk to Sonoita crssroads. $900/mo. 520-400-2949.
Home for Rent in Sonoita, $900/mo.3B, 2Bth, fireplace, all
appliances including washer/dryer. 5 fenced acres, fenced
front/back yards. Pets/horses w/conditions. 520-455-5851

MISC.
STORAGE - need more space for your antiques, car,
family treasures? Mnthly rental - 5x10,10x10, 10x20;
call Jack 520-455-9333; SONOITA SELF STORAGE

HOUSING RENTAL ADS ARE

FREE
ALL OTHER CLASSIFIEDS ARE $2/LINE
SEND YOUR AD TO
prtads@gmail.com

WANTED:

CALENDAR
GIRL
(or Guy)
PRT needs someone
to round up info on
upcoming local
events for our
Calendar.
If you can help,
please contact
Donna at
dmreib@msn.com

CHURCH SERVICES
Our Lady of the Angels
Catholic Church
12 Encinos Rd., Sonoita
394-2954
Sunday Mass: 8 a.m.
Patagonia Community/United
Methodist Church
387 McKeown Ave., Patagonia
394-2274
Sunday Service: 10 a.m.
St. Andrews Episcopal Church
Casa Blanca Chapel of Sonoita
Justice of the Peace Courtroom
Second & Fourth Saturdays - 10AM
St. Therese of Lisieux Catholic Church
222 Third Ave., Patagonia
394-2954
Sunday Mass: 10:30 a.m.
Sonoita Bible Church
3174 N. Highway 83, Sonoita
455-5779
Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Sonoita Hills Community Church
52 Elgin Rd., Sonoita
455-5172
Sunday Service: 10 a.m.

MONDAYS AT
THE PATAGONIA
ART CENTER
Adult classes 11-3p.m.
Jan. 6

Jan. 13
Jan 20

Jan. 2

The Value of Value
Adventures in Charcoal
with Julie Holding
3 Projects Exploring
COLOR with Judy Mills
Life Drawing with
Cornelia O’Connor
Bring your own
supplies
To be announced

For more info call

394-9369
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