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In a surprise announce-
ment, the U.S. Postal Service 
(USPS) says that Patagonia, 
along with several other 
small towns across the 
country, has been selected 
for a pilot project that will 
give post offices a major 
facelift. The project, called 
“Beautify Our Post Offices”, 
or BOPO, is funded by USPS, 
the Department of Com-
merce and the National 
Foundation for the Arts. 
"We believe that this col-
laborative project will help 
reestablish the post office 
as an important component 

of the community, and 
will help make the small 
town post office an attrac-
tive and welcoming land-
mark," said the project's 
spokesperson, Candy 
Mailer. "It will give post 
offices across the country 
a brighter look." 

The BOPO project will 
entail repainting the 
building itself and then 
adding a mural composed 
of postage stamps to the 
front wall. Patagonia Crea-
tive Arts Association's 
Board of Directors was 
given the task of selecting 

five stamps that will 
adorn the south wall of 
the post office. The 
Board's choices included 
two nature images--one of 
a bird and one of flowers, 
because natural beauty is 
so important to our area, 
and the images are strik-
ing and colorful. "The 
flowers will look espe-
cially nice against the yel-
low background," said 
Adrienne Halpert of 
PCAA. Mother Theresa is 
included to represent the 
humanitarian spirit. They 
chose "The Cat in the Hat" 

because it's a classic fa-
vorite of children, and 
John Wayne because he 
was a Hollywood icon that 
loved this part of Arizona. 

Five artists will be se-
lected by the town to 
paint the mural, one for 
each stamp. Artists will be 
asked to submit a rendi-
tion of the stamp they 
wish to paint, and their 
art work will be on view 
inside the post office for 
one week with a ballot 
box by the door. The cho-
sen artists will each re-
ceive an economy size roll 

of "forever" postage 
stamps, and will be recog-
nized in a special segment 
on KGUN news. The dead-
line for submissions is 
April 31. 

The building itself will 
be repainted in a bright 
shade of yellow, and the 
BOPO grant will also be 
used to repave the post 
office parking lot. "Its 
worth it just for the park-
ing lot" said Patagonia 
mayor, Ike Isaacson. 
"Maybe they'll also tidy up 
the bulletin board." 

ABOVE: An artist’s rendering of the new post office mural, scheduled to be completed this summer 

APRIL FOOLS! 

UNITED STATES POST OFFICE 

PATAGONIA   85624 



An Arizona court’s decision to 
revoke a required air pollution 
permit for the proposed Rose-
mont mine underscores the myr-
iad risks facing both Hudbay Min-
erals’ investors and southern Ari-
zonans from the controversial 
$1.5 billion open pit copper pro-
ject. 

Maricopa County (AZ) Superior 
Court Judge Crane McClennen’s 
March 6 decision found that the 
Arizona Department of Environ-
mental Quality’s (ADEQ) approval 
of the air permit was “was arbi-
trary and capricious,” an “abuse 
of discretion,” and “not sup-
ported by substantial evidence.” 

The ruling is a serious blow to 
Toronto-based Hudbay Minerals’ 
efforts to blast a ½ mile deep, 
mile rim-to-rim open pit copper 

mine in the Santa Rita Mountains 
and dump the waste on the Coro-
nado National Forest south of the 
Tucson. The ADEQ appealed the 
decision earlier this week. 

In his decision, Judge McClen-
nen accepted evidence provided by 
Save the Scenic Santa Ritas (SSSR) 
proving that Rosemont had ma-
nipulated air quality modeling data. 
Rosemont's misleading data erro-
neously convinced ADEQ that pol-
lution from the mine would not 
result in violations of air quality 
and health standards. The conse-
quences of violating these stan-
dards are significant - emission 
sources in Pima County could be 
forced to install expensive pollu-
tion controls, and federal funding 
for transportation projects could 
be jeopardized. These impacts 

would increase the already sig-
nificant adverse economic conse-
quences of the project to resi-
dents and businesses  

The air permit is just one of 
many social, environmental and 
financial risks facing the project 
that are discussed in detail in a 
recent report prepared SSSR. The 
report also closely examines Hud-
bay’s background and the regula-
tory and legal challenges still fac-
ing the company as it seeks the 
state and federal approvals 
needed to proceed with the Rose-
mont project. The report is 
sourced using a wide variety of 
publicly-available, factual infor-
mation including documents ob-
tained from Hudbay. 

For more information, go 
to ScenicSanta Ritas.org, Rose-
montMineTruth.com and Twitter. 

Judge Calls ADEQ’s Air Permit  

Approval “Arbitrary and Capricious” 

Courtesy of Save The Scenic Santa Ritas 

Recently a sad turn of events meant that 
places quickly had to be found for seven little 
dogs, four starving horses and one precocious 
parrot. When their owner passed away, these 
beloved creatures were in imminent danger of 
seizure unless homes could be located – im-
mediately! 

The word went out via Facebook, flyers at 
local post offices, telephone chains, and local 
hairdressers. Neighbors jumped in to help 
feed, donors anonymously gave hay and grain. 
Dan Horton, DVM, of San Cayetano Veterinary 
Clinic in Rio Rico, generously offered free vac-
cinations for all the dogs – and even took one 
himself. Before you could say “Woof!” Sonoita 
animal lovers rallied and all the dogs were in 
foster or forever homes; a wonderful young 
couple from the Canelo Cowboy Church took 
on the job of fostering and rehabilitating the 
horses, and the parrot went to live with a flock 
of other African greys. 

Thanks to Ernesto Echeverria, Nogales Pub-
lic Fiduciary, for his compassionate and pro-
fessional service, and to all the Sonoita and 
Patagonia folk who helped create the safety 
net that saved these much-loved animals. 

     The Patagonia Regional Business Coalition 
(PRBC) has established The Young Citizenship and 
Entrepreneur Award, to recognize youth who 
demonstrate leadership, community service, self-
advocacy and perseverance. 
     Eligible candidates must reside in Eastern 
Santa Cruz County. There will be one award for a 
middle school youth (6th to 8th grade), and one 
for a youth who is attending high school. The win-
ners will receive $100 and $1,000, respectively. 
Nominations must be submitted by mail, and 
must provide a narrative of the nominee’s service/
accomplishments that qualify him/her for this 
award. Nominees must demonstrate leadership in 
school or community and entrepreneurial ability, 
a "can do" attitude, and exemplary character. 
     All nominations must be received by April 10. 
The awards will be presented in May. Letters of 
Nomination should be mailed to: Patagonia Re-
gional Business Coalition, PO Box 1007, Patagonia 
AZ 85624, ATTN: Denise Bowdon. For details and/
or questions, contact Denise Bowdon at dmbow-
don@gmail.com. 

Sometimes It Does 
Take A Village 

By Elizabeth Zinn 

PRBC Seeks Nominees 
For Young 

Entrepreneur Award 
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In the space of a one-
bedroom apartment, Steve and 
Anna Coleman have created a 
place for the children and young 
adults of Patagonia to talk, play 
music, watch television, do their 
homework, cook, and play foos-
ball. There’s no room for wres-
tling, but that goes on outside 
where there’s a small vegetable 
garden, some chairs and tables, 
and a space to horse around. 

The organization of this 
space is impressive. Everything 
has a place from the floor to the 
ceiling. There’s comfortable fur-
niture, a few desks, games 
stacked on shelves, food stacked 
on shelves, books, notices 
posted to remind kids of the few 
rules (there’s a swear box where 
kids have to put in 25 cents if 
they slip up in this regard), and 

inspirational slogans and art. 
Cupboards in the kitchen 
hold plates and flatware. 
There are drinking cups, 
each bearing a person’s 
name. This is an environ-
mentally responsible organi-
zation—no styrofoam or 
plastic. 

Within this highly struc-
tured space, there is ample 
room for chaotic activity. 
After school and into the 
evening, kids of all ages are 
coming and going. There is 
food set out on a table. The 
music is pretty loud. There 
are no arguments. Everyone 
is engaged. Few adults would 
be comfortable in this ado-
lescent hideaway on a back 
street in town, but Anna 
Coleman feels right at 

home—in fact, 
this is her second 
home. She and 
Steve have, with 
the help of sup-
porters and the 
kids themselves, 
made what was a 
rundown, vacant 
apartment into a 
bright, welcoming 
space. The hours involved in creating and 
maintaining what today is Patagonia’s 
Youth Enrichment Center (PYEC) are be-
yond calculation. 

Today there are students helping others 
with studies and homework. This peer 
mentoring and tutoring has helped raise 
grades. Arts and crafts projects are a 
source of collaboration and fun with links 
to 4-H and community service projects like 
Patagonia Clean-Up Day and the Doc Mock 
Park Project. 

This summer Steve 
plans to add an in-
dustrial arts compo-
nent in a roofed out-
door space, and a 
vegetable garden and 
fish pond are under-
way. He and Anna are 
well qualified to head 
up these projects. 
Each is a certified 
educator, and they 
hold certificates in 
career and technol-
ogy education. Their 
commitment is ongo-
ing and altogether 
amazing. 
    On Sunday, April 
26, the center will 
celebrate its first an-
niversary. You are 
welcome to join in 
the celebration and 
meet the youth who 
are thriving in this 
familial place. If you 
want to help, Anna 
says that people have 
donated a lot of fur-

niture and equipment and what 
is needed most now is money. 
The Colemans would love to 
expand their space into one of 
the adjoining old apartments so 
that there could be a quiet 
place for reading and studying, 
but the rent is out of their 
reach. Also, the food on the 
kitchen shelves is donated, but 
they always need money for 
fresh fruit and vegetables. Oh, 
and if you have any leftover 
exterior paint, PYEC would love 
to have it. Anna wants to make 
the outside of the center as vi-
brant as the inside. 

PYEC is located in the Plaza 
de Patagonia at 277 McKeown 
Ave., and the first anniversary 
celebration is from 1 to 4 p.m. 

A Success Story Celebrates One Year 

By Ann Katzenbach 

Lalo Aguilar does homework at PYEC. The center has two 
donated computers and wifi. 

There is a sense of camaraderie at the Youth Center. Anna Coleman 

is often there until 10 p.m., to offer help or just to greet kids as 

they come in. Many of them call her "Mom." On any given day,  

there might be a group of middle school boys playing games, or ten 

teens doing homework, or hanging out and listening to music. "I 

never know who will come through the door," says Anna. 

Photos by Ann Katzenbach 

High school students hang out in the TV room, which has been painted  
and decorated by the kids. 



We are lucky to live in the 
culturally and ecologically rich 
borderlands between Arizona 
and Sonora. So why not take a 
trip across the line and visit a 
little of “Old Mexico” in the 
towns along the Ruta Rio de 
Sonora? That is what some 30 
people did the weekend of 
March 6-8. The Patagonia Mu-
seum organized the tour, which 
was the first in a series of edu-
cational trips it will sponsor in 
the borderlands. 

Picture a big brown bus 
filled with mostly gringos, 
mostly from Patagonia, but at 
least one from as far away as 
northern Wyoming. Add in a 
wisecracking bus driver with 
years of experience taking peo-
ple to Mexico and three very 
knowledgeable guides: Dr. Tom 
Sheridan, a professor of anthro-
pology at the U of A; Bill Steen, 
a photojournalist and straw-
bale builder with longtime fam-
ily connections in the Rio 
Sonora area; and Greg Scott, a 
retired Nogales high school his-
tory teacher. Spice it with a 
group of musicians, The Ron-
stadt Generations (not Linda, 
but her brother and nephew). 

Heading south, we crossed 
in Nogales and made stops in 
San Ignacio, Magdalena, and 
Cucurpe, before arriving in Ba-
namichi. The mountains around 
Magdalena are the original 
home of the jaguars and oce-
lots now found in our Santa 

Ritas and Patagonias. Rio 
Sonora has a horse-based econ-
omy and culture. Horses came 
to Sonora with the Spanish. The 
Jesuits and then the Francis-
cans established missions 
throughout the region. While 
each mission had a church, the 
missions were far more than 
churches. They were centers for 
teaching and commerce, provid-
ing resources for agriculture, 
ranching, and mining, and occa-
sionally safety from invading 
enemies. Unfortunately, as Tom 
Sheridan pointed out, the Span-
ish ended up taking more than 
they gave. 

Our stay in Banamichi and 
surrounds was magical. Acco-
modations at Los Arcos de 
Sonora and La Posada de Rio 
Sonora exceeded everyone’s 

expectations. On Fri-
day night, we had 
drinks and a tradi-
tional meal at La 
Posada, followed by 
music from the Ron-
stadt Generations. 
Saturday began with 
a great tour of Ba-
namichi led by a lo-
cal architect, lawyer, 
and town leader, 
Guillermo Molina. 
We then headed to 
the nearby town of 
Huepac to hear a 94-
year-old man talk 
about the history of 
where he has lived 
his whole life. The 
next stop was Acon-
chi, known for its beautiful 
church, which has a statue of 
Christ as a black man. Guillermo 
interpreted for us throughout the 
morning’s stops. We will all re-
member him not only for his hos-
pitality and knowledge but also 
for the classic 1992 navy blue 
Cadillac he drove around town. 

We spent Saturday lunch and 
afternoon at a family farm on the 
outskirts of Banamichi. We ate a 
picnic lunch, roasted green coffee 
beans (with sugar) and then 
drank the best damn coffee ever, 
made tortillas and cooked them 
over the fire, observed the mak-
ing of bacanora (an agave-derived 
liquor) in the family still, then 
sampled some, and again enjoyed 
the music of the Ronstadt Gen-
erations. That was not the half of 
it—you had to be there. 

We thought nothing could ri-
val the afternoon, but on Satur-
day night we were treated to one 

 Patagonia Museum Tour’s                
                                                                                                             

 

of the best dancing groups in all of 
Mexico, Grupo Danza Xunutzi. This 
troupe is drawn from local high 
schools throughout the Rio Sonora 
area. The students danced in the plaza 
just for us, and their costumes, danc-
ing prowess, and beauty stunned us 
all. Bill Steen’s strong connections to 
people in the Banamichi area made all 
the visits with locals possible. They 
were the highlight of the trip. He also 
organized several opportunities for 
people to sell their wares. Most of us 
were delighted to add a few dollars to 
the Banamachi economy and bring 
home remembrances of a fine adven-
ture. 

On Sunday, our return trip north 
took us directly along the Rio Sonora 
through Arizpe, Bacoachi, and Cananea 
to the border crossing at Naco. The 
scenery included spectacular canyons 
and peaks interspersed with agricul-
tural fields along the river and lots of 
saguaro cactus. The Rio Sonora is free 
flowing from north of Cananea to Ures 
and has supported the people, agricul-

Roasting green coffee beans with sugar Making bacanora in the family still 

Performance by Grupo Danza Xunutzi 

By Lynn Davison 



Chris and Mary Strohm 
migrated from Lake Tahoe, 
California, to Patagonia sev-
eral years ago. Chris is a 
master trailbuilder, and 
some years ago he led a 
ragged band of mostly guys, 
self-named “Dirtbags,” who 
rerouted and generally up-
graded trails at the Sonoita 
Creek State Natural Area 
downstream from the Pata-
gonia Lake dam. 

Recently, in cooperation 
with Tucson Audubon’s Pa-
ton Center for Humming-
birds and the Nature Con-
servancy’s (TNC), Patagonia-
Sonoita Creek Preserve, the 
Dirtbags have completed a 
trail that links the two sites. 
The new connector is on the 
right side of Blue Haven 
Road, away from the creek 
as you drive from Patons to 
TNC. It branches off Blue 
Haven just beyond Patons 
and joins the upgraded G. 
Platt trail about a mile be-
fore the TNC entrance. The 
trail is about one mile long 
and is designed to be bird-
watcher friendly. 

So, how does one build a 
brand new trail? I’ve been 
an apprentice Dirtbag for 
several seasons and have 
learned some lessons. First, 
you cannot do it alone. Ca-
maraderie is vital! Second, 
it’s not as simple as you 
might imagine. Third, it 
pays to use specialized 
tools. Fourth, you need a 
leader who knows both 
trailbuilding and psychol-
ogy. 

A birdwatcher-friendly 
trail is not the same as a 
mountain-climbing trail. It 
should have a maximum 
grade of 9 degrees, with an 
average of less than 5 de-
grees. In our terrain, this 
means that the trail needs 
to wander up and back 
down around washes. The 
walking tread needs to be at 
least 24 inches wide, with a 
downhill pitch of between 2 
and 5 degrees. This makes 
rainwater “sheet” downhill 
over the tread rather than 
cutting through it. 

The first stage requires 
“flagging” the course to 

achieve the grade objec-
tive. The next is removing 
obstructions—mostly tree 
branches and catclaw, a 
plant also known as “stay-
a-while” or “come-along.” 
Cuttings are used to cover 
discarded trail segments 
and tempting shortcuts. 

Using specialized tools 
made by Pickmattock, 

McCleod, and Pulaski, 
the digging begins. 
Pruning saws cut intru-
sive roots. Within hours, 
a 15-person, vigorous 
crew can create an 
amazing amount of 
beautiful trail! The trail 
is new and quite tender. 
Walkers help stabilize 
the tread. Mountain 

bikes, dirt bikes, and 
horses are strictly prohib-
ited. 

Thanks to great turn-
out for the past few 
weeks, the Dirtbags were 
able to create a pleasant 
surprise feature near the 
middle of the trail. Take a 
walk and enjoy Patago-
nia’s newest trail. 

Forging A New Trail With the Dirtbags 

By David Ellis 

The Dirtbags crew flags the course 

ture, and wildlife of the region for 
centuries. Today, 80 percent of the 
land is held cooperatively. Ranching 
is the main business. There is also 
the biggest open pit mine in Mexico 
at the town of Cananea. You may re-
member a major spill from that mine 
that seriously polluted the Rio de 
Sonora in 2014, contaminating drink-
ing water and destroying crops—an 
ongoing tragedy for the people and 
economy of Rio Sonora. 

Tom Sheridan and Greg Scott pro-
vided fine commentary throughout 
the weekend. Tom’s knowledge of 
northern Sonora from both an an-
thropologic and a personal perspec-
tive was particularly valuable. If you 
go on a future trip, be sure to ask 
Tom to tell you about his role in the 
local passion play in Cucurpe. Our 
visits with local people filled out the 
picture of the region. We were awed 
by the art of the young dancers, the 
intelligence of the 94-year-old histo-
rian, the perspective of the town 
leader, and the resilience of the fam-

ily who invited us to their farm 
for lunch, coffee, and bacanora! It 
was an unforgettable experience. 

You, too, could visit Rio 
Sonora with the Patagonia Mu-

seum. German Quiroga, president 
of the nonprofit Patagonia Mu-
seum, promises at least two trips 
a year; the next one is scheduled 
for November. The tours are part 

of the museum’s educational 
strategy, as well as an essential 
fundraising tool. It’s a win all 
around. You shouldn’t miss it! 

Photos by Lynn Davison 

Photo by Dave Ellis 

The group that went on Patagonia Museum’s first tour to Banamichi, Mexico 



 

Saturday, April 18 

 

WORKSHOPS at Town Council Chambers: 

9 - 9:30 a.m.: “Ecotourism” by Bryan Jungers 
 

9:30 - 10 a.m.: “Trees” by Luke Reese 
 

10 - 11 a.m.: “Tucson Audubon’s Paton Center” 

                      by Keith Ashley 
 

11 a.m. - Noon: “Sky Islands Biodiversity” by Vincent Pinto 
 

Noon - 12:30 p.m.: “Youth Restoration Movement - a report on     

                                 Patagonia High School and BECY Institute  

                                 activities by Caleb Weaver and PUHS  

                                 students 
 

12:30 - 1 p.m.: “Update on the Arizona Trail” by Zay Hartigan 
 

1 - 2 p.m.: “People Helping People in the Border Zone” , 

                  presentation by the Arivaca Community Group 
 

2 - 2:30 p.m.: “Permaculture and Deep Dirt Farm Institute”  

                       presentation by Kate Tirion 
 

2:30 - 3 p.m.: “Revitalist Botanicals” presentation by  

                        Bethany Brandt 
 

3 - 4 p.m.: “Human Habitats and Well Being” 

                  by Phil Allsop 
 

GUIDED WALKS (meet at Community Center): 

7:45 a.m.: Bird Walk guided by Tucson Audubon Paton House 
 

9 a.m.: Naturalist Saunter guided by Vincent Pinto 
 

10 a.m.: Tour of Historic Patagonia guided by German Quiroga 
 

4 p.m.: Tree Planting 
 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES at Community Center: 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.: Youth Art Exhibit, Face Painting 
 

10:30 to 11:30 a.m.: “Food Alive” by Leah Lynn 
 

INFORMATION & FUN at Cady Hall & Library: 

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.: Community service organizations information    

                           tables in Cady Hall 
 

Noon - 4 p.m.: Display of Young Authors (K-2nd graders) books  

                         about trees 
 

2 p.m.: Little Free Library auction and celebration, 

            a fundraising event for Friends of Patagonia Library 
 

 

Visit “EARTHfestPatagoniaAZ” on Facebook 

Thursday, April 16 

7 p.m. at the Library: Julio Betancourt, co-author of “Requiem      

           for the Santa Cruz: An Environmental History of an  

           Arizona River” 
 

Friday, April 17 

3 p.m. meet at Cady Hall: German Quiroga leads a walking  

           tour of historic Patagonia 
 

7 p.m. at the Library: Katherine Morrissey, cultural  

           anthropologist presents “Marking the Divide: Photographs   

           and Monuments along the U.S./Mexico Border” 
 

Saturday, April 18 

8 a.m. - Noon: Hazardous Waste Material Collection 
 

10 a.m. - 3 p.m.: Recycle Electronics at Cady Hall 

a celebration of our biological diversity, 

cultural heritage and local resiliency 
 

April 16 - 18                        
  Theme: TREES 

GUIDED WALKS   

WORKSHOPS 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES  

FAMILY FUN 



     Spring is showing its beautiful arrival.  There are 
blossoms everywhere, especially in the Community 
Garden.  With thanks for all the donations from the 
annual pie auction, we have now completed the pro-
ject of providing irrigation to all the fruit trees.  We 
are hopeful that this will be the year of abundant 
fruit. 
     For all the newcomers in town, the Community 
Garden has plots available for new and returning 
gardeners for $5 a month, which includes the use of 
tools, water, mulch, some seeds, fellowship, and 
help if necessary.  There are raised beds as well as 
beds at ground level.  Some plots are under trees 
and many are available in full sun. 
     Come to the garden and grow some food!  Happy 
planting.  For more information, contact Martha 
Kelly @ 604-0300. 

Fire Destroys  
Newly Built Studio 
 

A studio on the property of Helen Chester and Mike 
McDonough in Patagonia burned to the ground on Sun-
day, March 15. The couple and several guests had gone to 
bed at 9:30 that evening. One of the guests, who was still 
awake and reading, reported that he began to hear the 
popping of spray cans exploding, and looked out the win-
dow to see flames coming from the studio, which was 
located near the front of the property. Everyone began to 
try and douse the flames, and the Patagonia Volunteer 
Fire Department was called. The Fire Department re-
sponded quickly, but the fire was fast-burning, and, de-
spite their efforts, the entire structure collapsed to the 
ground. 

The studio had just been completed last September. 
Along with art supplies and personal artwork she had 
saved over many years, it contained many family albums 
and photographs, and other irreplaceable items. Accord-
ing to Chester, no one had been in the studio the entire 
previous day, and as PRT goes to print, the source of the 
fire has not been determined. 

Ben Shonkwiler pours a batch of hand-mixed cement into the base of the 
new  backboard support at Richardson Park while Ivan Mingura helps scrape 
out the wheelbarrow. Luis and Dominick (in the batman shirt) Lagunas, Zach 
Yourgules and Alyson Weisel were there to help as well. Patrick Hatfield man-
aged the project. The Patagonia Regional Business Coalition paid to have the 
cement poured and HIgh Spirits Flutes made a generous contribution along 
with other community members, all of whom saw the need for an improved 
facility. The enlarged court with two baskets was completed on March 25, and 
has enjoyed a lot of activity since then. Congratulations to Patrick Hatfield for 
seeing it through! Spring In The Garden 

By Martha Kelly 

Photo by Ann Katzenbach 



To contribute your opinion or commentary to PRT, 

send it in Word format to prteditor@gmail.com 

SUBMITTAL DEADLINE IS THE 20TH 

PRT reserves the right to edit all submittals 

for language, length, and content 

A pair of white shoes contin-
ues to haunt me. When I found 
them, they lay upright and 
spare, neatly arranged along 
the edge of a dirt road, as if 
their occupant had disappeared 
somehow with other garments 
and forgotten them. But the 
shoes were not forgotten, a fact 
that I learned gradually and 
grudgingly during several years 
of fieldwork in the US–Mexico 
borderlands of southern Ari-
zona. Those shoes had been 
placed deliberately and with an 
intention that I continue to try 
to comprehend from the field 
where I found them, among oth-
ers who continuously engage in 
attempts at comprehension as 
part of their daily routines, and 
who regularly experience the 
effects of such rupturing events. 

The paragraph above opens 
my cultural anthropology dis-
sertation and provided the 
framework for a talk I gave in 
February at the Patagonia Li-
brary. I talked about things 
placed and found in the border-
lands and how these objects 
affect people who find them. 
Thanks to all who helped and 
encouraged me, including the 
PRT staff, who asked me to 
write a few articles. 

My work was not particularly 
risky or dangerous, but illegal 
activity informed both home 
and remote work sites, the 
place inhabited differently by 
day than by night. I quickly 
learned that the things went 
beyond simple associations of 
migrants with trash, or land-
scape degradation. There were 

stories here. When residents find 
things and then share their sto-
ries, they also find that they have 
a hand in forging the shared, cul-
tural memory and the currents of 
a place where tragedy, beauty, 
danger, grace, and hope can fuse 
in unexpected ways. 

 Part of what I advocate is a 
way of paying attention, both to 
the land at one’s feet and to the 
experiences of those who inhabit 
the region from the rural and 
small town middle of it all. My 
daily work doing research, field-
work, and restoration was 
grounded in Arivaca, Arizona, but 
soon reached into widespread 
kitchens, the cabs of trucks, din-
ers, formal conference rooms, 
workshops, bars, and roadsides—
everywhere and nowhere in par-
ticular that events resonated for 
and from border residents. The 
result might be called a political 
ecology of things: dynamic as-
semblages that could include a 
toothbrush, a human bone, a coin 
from Guatemala, or an unopened 
can of beans set defiantly on a 
rock, awaiting the next traveler. 
Here, supposedly inanimate 
things become vibrant, resonant, 
and surprisingly active in the 
finder's life and imagination in 
unexpected ways.  

They erupt into daily life 
through running commentary, 
too. I would hear, “You don’t 
know it’s there until it bursts 
through the surface.” “In the ab-
stract, you get upset . . . but when 
you meet them.” “Sometimes you 
get sort of teary-eyed at what you 
see in your own backyard.” Such 
comments register the potential 

passing of what had been known and 
stable, and new challenges to life and 
land. I explored how we remember 
and how we forget, or try to, and 
how we handle the tension. This is an 
ethical question: How should we in-
habit uncertainty, right from the 
middle of it all? That middle is some-
times a small table in a rancher’s 
kitchen, and explored by a mother 
who solemnly tells of finding a 
baby’s shoe on her property. Her 
husband makes deals with migrants 
that go down like this: “You guys put 
all this trash in a pile, and I’ll go get 
some water and some sandwiches.” 
And they do. And he does. And that’s 

the end of it—but also the begin-
ning. Today in the quiet of their 
kitchen, his wife carefully holds 
up her thumb and forefinger to 
measure the length of that baby’s 
shoe, some baby’s shoe. But she 
measures the distance, too, I 
think, between her experience 
right here, right now, and that of 
others who also have children—
and who cannot bring them, as 
she does in this charged moment 
of story and gesture, into the 
warmth of a kitchen where we 
share coffee, and where we share 
wonder, too. 

Things Left Behind 

By David Seibert 

Artwork by Donna Reibslager 



Some of the 
many visi-

tors to our town are just pass-
ing through. Many are here be-
cause they have been drawn to 
this area's beauty and its rec-
reational activities. Either way, 
they have questions... about 
trails, the lake, restaurants, 
lodging, wineries, birds.... 

I spent a weekend manning 
the new Patagonia Visitor's Cen-
ter in mid-March and I have 
been in and out several times a 
day since then. The first day I 
took some reading material, but 
there wasn't much time to sit 
down because the little store-
front at the corner of McKeown 
and Third Avenue, with its 
newly painted signs, was like a 
magnet to visitors and local 
people as well. I gave out many 
maps (up-to-date and easy to 
read thanks to Heather Dodge), 
suggested hikes and a few bike 
rides, pointed people towards 
rental possibilities, lodging, res-
taurants, galleries and shops. 

One couple said they had been 
camped in their RV for a month 
because they were having den-
tal work done in Nogales, 
Sonora. They had seen every-
thing. They were bored. What 
could I recommend? I sent 
them on the trail to the ceme-
tery. They were delighted. 

I must have sent at least a 
dozen people to the newly-
named Tucson Audubon Paton 
Center for Hummingbirds. 
Some of them were not even 
birders. One man came back 
later and told me that he had 
learned so much about birds by 
sitting and listening to the 
other visitors that he thought 
he might buy a pair of binocu-
lars. 

One very well-groomed 
woman from Green Valley got 
out of a sparkling white four-
door sedan and asked how to 
get to the San Rafael Valley. 
When I showed it to her on the 
map, she hesitated and asked if 
the brown line we were looking 

at indicated a dirt road. When I 
said “yes” she shook her head. 
“No paved roads? I guess we 
won’t be going there.” Another 
man from Green Valley sat on the 
upholstered couch for about 20 
minutes - said he was with three 
women and they were shopping. 
In the time he was there he had 
told me all about the winter in 
Minnesota and we agreed that 
Garrison Keillor might be losing 
his edge. He tottered on out into 
the windy afternoon, tipping his 
baseball hat with a thank you. 

I had answers for most ques-
tions until I stopped in on the 
first Tuesday when Paisley 
McGuire was volunteering. 
"Maybe Ann can answer your 
question," she said to a tall, be-
spectacled man. He wanted to 
know where William Wrightson 
was buried. Fortunately I know 
who Wrightson was because the 
PRT had just done an article 
about Fort Buchanan, but where 
the 19th century surveyor was 
buried? I had no idea. "If you find 

out, we'd like to know," I told him--and 
now realize that I should have sent him 
to the library where there's a whole room 
of reference books on the region. Ah 
well, this is a learning process for all of 
us. 

And then, there was the couple (she 
an artist, he a photographer) who went 
to the "Tombstone" event on Saturday 
night and turned up on Sunday asking 
how they could find a place to rent. They 
said they had fallen in love with Patago-
nia and were thinking about moving 
here. 

When Mariposa Books and More 
closed, I don't think we realized what an 
important resource was disappearing. 
Ann Caston was a font of information 
and friendliness, an important link in the 
economy of this region where visitors 
spend hundreds of thousands of dollars 
every year. Without a visitor's center it's 
hard to know who these people are, 
much less encourage them to stay 
awhile. They aren't likely to find The Na-
ture Conservancy or Patons, the Arizona 
Trail, the cemetery, or even the library 
without some guidance. One couple 
asked about "the pizza place" and I 
pointed across the road. "We drove right 
past and never saw it," they said. 

If you're interested in volunteering at 
the new visitor's center, come by be-
tween 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. or give Heather 
Dodge a call (520-732-0598). I can rec-
ommend it as entertaining and gratify-
ing. You'll learn a lot about the place you 
live and who comes for a few hours, a 
season or a relocation. 

Meeting and  
Greeting Our Visitors 

 Ann Katzenbach 
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We here in 
the hinter-
lands have 
recently re-

ceived two lovely theatrical gifts, prov-
ing that one need not live in Huachuca 
City, after all, to be culturally nour-
ished. First came “The Vagina Mono-
logues,” presented, traditionally, on V. 
(Valentine's) Day, and, more recently, 
the stoner classic movie, “Tombstone,” 
with illuminating voice-over by local 
movie -guru, Doc Misiorowski, one of 
the film's producers. 

My wife had seen “The ... Mono-
logues” 20 years ago, when they first 
appeared. I had not. The material is 
fabulous, bravely poking its nose into 
every aspect of female sexuality from 
embarrassment, shame, and prudery to 
desire, empowerment, and ecstasy. The 
entire cast performed splendidly, with 
several standout performances, the 
best of all, by Erin Blanding—as a fe-
male dominatrix (of women) dedicated 
to evoking every possible type of bou-
doir moan -- was nothing less than stel-
lar. Blanding demonstrated all 27 varie-
ties -- from whimper to bellow -- in 
blood-warming vibrato, complete with 
appropriate writhings. In every way 
excellent, the production reflected 
upon this key female organ the long-
overdue honor it deserves. 

Psychologists like to say, "You're 
only as sick as your secrets!" That's 

true not only for individuals, 
but for whole societies, too. Eve 
Ensler's inspiration for creating 
“The Monologues” was her as-
tonishment that the organ is, in 
general, taboo. ("We just don't 
talk about 'Down There’!") And 
yet, vaginas are not rare. More 
than half of the people on earth 
have one. The performance be-
gins with discussion of the 
word itself -- how weird a word 
it is, and how uncomfortable 
even saying it makes many 
women (let alone using any of 
its 401 impolite nicknames). In 
Latin, the word vagina means 
sheath. Oddly, the paternalist, 
gender-political implications of 
the word were not overtly ad-
dressed in the play. A sheath 
presumes -- and is somehow, 
therefore, subordinate to -- the 
sword it's meant to house. But 
for the sword, you'd need no 
sheathe. The female organ has 
been named, and thus, in a 
sense, "appropriated," by the 
colonialist invader. It reflects 
his -- the occupier's -- view-
point, much as “non-white” is 
the Caucasian sociologist's des-
ignation for persons of color. 
(Africans do not walk around 
thinking of themselves as “non-
white.”) Perhaps the male or-

gan's name could be changed 
from “penis” (neutrally indicating 
that which penetrates) to some-
thing more suggestive of the fe-
male experience; "intruder," for 
example or "welcome guest." 

“Tombstone” was another 
whole kettle of fish. I'd seen it 
once before, but was glad to have 
another shot. (Several shots, actu-
ally, having brought a flask of 
tequila to the "chuck wagon din-
ner" preceding the show.) 
“Tombstone” is a quirky piece of 
work, shamelessly and gratify-
ingly over-the-top, taking us from 
the heart-thumping adrenaline of 
macho violence -- as when some 
sweaty lowlife thrusts his shot-
gun right into the camera or 
when the eyes of the handsome, 
idealized hero, Wyatt Earp (Kurt 
Russell) meet the transfixing gaze 
of his idealized love-object, (Dana 
Delany,) and the sound track un-
failingly erupts into obtrusive, 
schmaltzy music. Not subtle! For 
me, in my agave-altered state, the 
film was a resonant hybrid of 
pure, right-in-your-face arche-
type, both of macho brutality and 
the searing, scary, emotion of 
love at first, fifth, and seventh 
sight. Not subtle! (Although fal-
ling-in-love is the best drug of all, 
as you know.) What intrigues me 

is that the movie furnishes both 
extremes: intense, mouth-drying 
moral confrontations alternating 
with moments of comical self-
caricature, achieved precisely by 
prolonging those same tensions 
until the scene turns inside-out, 
becoming ridiculous. 

One of my all-time-favorite 
movies was Quentin Tarantino's 
Pulp Fiction, a manipulative mas-
terpiece, which repeatedly yanks 
us from heart-cramping tension 
to outrageous humor, again and 
again and again. If a movie is en-
tertaining enough, we're willing 
to ride that emotional roller 
coaster, willing to suspend our 
disbelief repeatedly, even when 
it's been repeatedly derailed. This 
is also true of “Tombstone.” All 
Wagnerian melodrama is histri-
onic in nature. It starts intensely 
and escalates from there. (Can 
you say "bathos," boys and girls?) 
Nevertheless, most melodramas, 
including “Tombstone,” should 
be shortened by half an hour. 
Even your most eager synapse 
burns out when a climax goes on 
for too long. 

 

LIVING AMONG THE HUMANS 

Vaginas and Villains, Oh My!    

By Martin Levowitz 

Photo by Ann Katzenbach 

Tucson Street Rodders came to Patagonia on Sunday, 
March 15 for a picnic in the town park. Their cars 
ranged from real hot rods to spiffy restored antiques. 
Windy weather made the picnic somewhat challenging. 
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     H o s p i c e 
work  comes 
with its daily 
dose of new 

learnings, and since I’m a “learning 
junkie,” I like that. Working at the 
edge of “The Great Unknown” brings 
out the best in most people, espe-
cially our patients. Like a cheerleader 
and a coach, I watch as they generate 
courage in the face of fear. I marvel 
as they summon quiet strength, and 
I’m humbled to observe how they 
actively allow Trust to pulse her way 
through the cracks of darkness and 
confusion. This is a heroic epic ad-
venture, and so many normal ordi-
nary people do it so well. They create 
and find the grace at the end of life. I 
observe Hospice creating a container 
of love, support, and comfort that 
allows this miracle to happen. 

It’s a lovely thing to see a person 
die peacefully in the friendly con-
fines of his or her own home, sur-

rounded by family and friends, 
while hospice workers come and 
go, bringing supplies, education, 
a cheerful smile, and a shoulder 
to cry on should anyone need 
some extra support. Hospice, all 
in all, is a very good thing. 

I have been a hospice worker, 
wearing many hats, for well over 
a decade. I’ve been a manager, a 
bereavement director, a coun-
selor, a chaplain, and a volunteer 
recruiter. And in all that time, 
one thing I’ve learned is that dy-
ing well is a CHOICE. When we 
can commit to dying well, it im-
proves our chances of living well. 

That’s it. That’s my big news. I 
know it’s not shattering or novel, 
but when we can wrap our head 
and heart around this concept, 
and make it a living conscious 
reality, it changes everything! 

I am reminded constantly that 
we have a choice in the matter. 

When you are given less than 
six months to live, the quality 
of your life generally goes up, 
not down. Just knowing that 
the quantity of your remaining 
sunsets is limited changes how 
you will view all the other parts 
of your life. 

When we know that we are 
soon going to die, life takes on 
a whole new color, texture, and 
meaning: There’s work to do, 
people to forgive, forgiveness 
to seek, places to visit, things 
that need to be said, a will to 
write, much to let go of, and 
affairs to get in order. It’s a big 
task. 

We wonder why we put these 
things off as though we were 
going to live forever, but now 
it’s time. It won’t be long until 
we will have neither the 
strength nor the inclination. 
The loss and the grief is op-
pressive, so it’s time to get 
busy cleaning things up—taking 
care of business—preparing for 
a journey that we have spent a 
lifetime avoiding. Now we look 
it in the eye and say “yes” to 
dying.   

That’s the choice that is be-

fore us. We can get busy dying so 
that we can die well, Or we can 
draw the shutters, go into a co-
coon, and act like it’s not happen-
ing. That’s the best thing I have 
learned. And I have watched folks 
choose in both directions. 

The big “AHA” for me is 
watching people face this di-
lemma. One can choose to die 
badly, in aversion, mistrust, fear, 
aggressiveness, and anger. Or one 
can choose to die well, with sup-
port, trust, love and kindness. No 
matter what the choice, we are 
still going to die, and we get to 
choose how we approach it. 
Whenever I see a good death I 
feel goosebumps. It yells out to 
me, “Yes, I’d like one of those!” 

Dr. Ken Plattner is on the man-
agement team at Soulistic Hos-
pice, a nonprofit organization 
that serves the Mountain Empire. 
Ken lives in Patagonia with his 
wife, Claire O’Connor.Dr. Ken 
Plattner is on the management 
team at Soulistic Hospice, a non 
profit service that serves the 
Mountain Empire. Ken lives in 
Patagonia with his wife, Claire 
O'Connor. 

SPEAKER’S CORNER 

Dying Well 

By Ken Plattner 
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       Z a c h 
came to me 
tattoo free, 
not a mark 
on him, and 

sometime a few years ago he got 
his first tattoo. Since Zach is not 
too keen on pain I didn’t think he 
could do it, so when he presented 
his new tattoo I was impressed. 
Mind you, it was small and not very 
detailed, but I thought, “baby 
steps.” Since then Zach has spoken 
about getting another and talked 
about the possible designs: guitars, 
skulls, trees, birds and the devil. He 
opted out of the devil idea just in 
case he ever landed in a Catholic 
hospital or any other religious in-
stitution. It would definitely look 

bad. After much deliberation he 
settled on a raven for his upper 
arm -- tough yet beautiful. (As 
with all Zach stories it just gets 
funny from here.) 

So when the design was final-
ized and waivers were signed, the 
tattoo artist came out with the 
drawing that was to be trans-
ferred to Zach’s arm. IT WAS 
HUGE. I’m pretty sure I men-
tioned this fact as he was de-
scending the staircase to the 
chamber of torture, but good ol’ 
Zach had signed off on it. I also 
mentioned that it would also take 
at least three hours -- if he was 
lucky. He was undaunted. What a 
guy. 

I followed him down the stairs 

until he was settled and then I de-
cided to hit some nearby thrift 
shops while I waited. About an 
hour later I decided to check and 
see the progress. Oh my. The first 
thing I heard was eardrum-
rupturing death metal blasting so 
loud that I couldn’t even hear the 
tattoo gun. There was Zach, obvi-
ously in pain, sitting in the chair 
with eyes as big as saucers -- could 
have been from the “music” or 
from the bleeding mess he had on 
his arm. After our good friend, 
Dooley (real name), sopped up the 
blood, I could see that all that had 
been accomplished in an hour was 
the outline. Thanks be to God that 
Dooley was a smoker because that 
afforded Zach a momentary break 
from both the torture and the 
death metal. 

I left two more times, only to 
come back to find Dooley (who 
moonlights as a bass player in a 
death metal band) smoking and 

Zach pacing. It was during the 
last break that Zach had de-
cided that his tattoo was “good 
enough.” Trying to convince 
Zach to let the man finish was 
like talking down a jumper. In 
the end he did the right thing 
and they kept going. Three and 
a half hours later it was done. 
Dooley had turned off the mu-
sic and was wrapping Zach’s 
arm up with gauze when I 
walked in. Zach was in shock 
and somewhat angry after his 
ordeal. I tried not to laugh. I’m 
still not sure what he thought 
would happen. I did warn him. 
We paid the Dooley and walked 
straight across the street to a 
bar. After silently drinking two 
beers in rapid succession he 
managed to talk about how aw-
ful it had been. And of course 
all I could do was laugh. 
Thanks for the memories, Doo-
ley. 

      Zach’s Tat 

      By Cassina Farley 



Eureka . . . it’s raining! 
You probably have noticed 
more rain soaking our soils 
this winter than in the past 
few years. Last summer’s 
monsoon rains were pretty 
good, too. Wildflowers are 
blooming, and the cacti look 
plump. Is the drought over? 
Not exactly, but there are a 
variety of efforts coming 
together to support Mother 
Nature’s contribution, both 
when she is generous (like 
this year) or stingy (like 
most of the past 13 years). 
Many focus on collecting 
data and using it to inform 
decision-making and priori-
tize actions. 

The town’s well levels 
have dropped 27 feet since 
the beginning of the current 
drought period in 2002. 
However, they have been 
coming up, slowly but 
steadily, since July 2014. 
Dave Teel, Patagonia’s Town 
Manager, says that the late 
2014 levels gave us a little 
breathing room and that the 
progress has continued 
with this year's rains, a 
trend we hope will go on. 
However, we still remain 
significantly below pre-
drought levels. 

The town of Patagonia is 
taking a number of steps to 
address water supply con-
cerns. The town council is 
in the process of revising 
the existing Drought Re-
sponse Plan to link it more 

clearly to quantitative infor-
mation about the town’s 
water supply. Part of that 
effort is to secure a grant 
from the state to delineate 
the size and configuration 
of the town’s aquifer. This 
not only will allow us to de-
termine whether the water 
level is directly correlated 
with available supply, but it 
also will determine whether 
we can restore our supply 
by simply digging deeper or 
whether additional sources 
must be considered. If 
funded, the study will begin 
in July. 

The town is also imple-
menting a number of con-
servation measures to re-
duce demand. The big Com-
munity Development Block 
Grant–funded water pro-
ject—the one that tore up 
our streets over the past  
months—has replaced leak-
ing valves and identified 
and fixed other leaks in our 
municipal water system. 
The town also recently re-
placed the irrigation system 
in the park. The top users 
of water in Patagonia are all 
cooperating with the town 
to reduce water usage. The 
Patagonia High School, 
which is far and away the 
main user, has reduced to-
tal water use by almost half 
in the past year. Other high 
users include the three RV 
parks, the hotel, the town 
parks, the Gathering 

Grounds, the Duquesne 
House, the Wagon Wheel, 
and four private residences. 
The biggest water savers are 
repair of leaks, better irriga-
tion practices, and the use 
of low-flow showers, sinks, 
and toilets. 

In terms of other uses, 
Patagonia sells water at 
$8.40/1000 gallons to the 
394 connections into the 
system and to bulk water 
users. All bulk purchasers 
must have a permit, which 
can be obtained free at the 
town hall. The town re-
cently sold 218,000 gallons 
of water to the Bureau of 
Land Management over a 
six-month period. There are 
currently no large public or 
private bulk users. The 
most common bulk use is 
for private residences. Sales 
range from 15,000 to 
30,000 gallons a month, de-
pending on the season. That 
compares to Patagonia’s 
overall monthly water use 
of 2.75-4.0 million gallons 
per month, making bulk 
sales less than one percent 
of total use. 

In the summer of 2014, 
Borderlands Restoration 
and the Hummingbird Moni-
toring Network completed a 
US Fish and Wildlife 
(USFW)–funded project to 
install rock detention struc-
tures and native plants in 
tributary drainages to Har-
shaw Creek. Their work 

An Update on Patagonia’s 

By Lynn Davison 

should enhance water retention for wildlife and 
pollinator plants and stabilize and protect vulner-
able creek banks and channel beds. The project 
has sparked the interest of both USFW and the US 
Forest Service, which are now monitoring separate 
sections of Harshaw Creek for its potential im-
pacts on water flow. 

Friends of Sonoita Creek, in partnership with 
the Nature Conservancy, recently sponsored a 
three-day workshop to train volunteers to monitor 
stream health. The training was led by Dr. Peter 
Stacey and used a tool designed for citizen scien-
tists, the Rapid Stream–Riparian Assessment. The 
hope is to do regular monitoring of specific 
reaches in Sonoita Creek, both on the Preserve 
and on state park land. The data collected will be 
used to identify problem areas and suggest small-
scale restoration methods to address them. Audi-
ences for the information are elected officials, 
regulatory agencies, and public and private land-
owners. 

Finally, early this year, the Forest Service an-
nounced a time-sensitive cleanup of water and 
soils contaminated by the abandoned Lead Queen 
mine, located just six miles from the town of Pata-
gonia. Samples showed very high concentrations 
of lead and arsenic, as well as zinc, copper, and 
aluminum. Patagonia Area Resource Alliance 
documented the abandoned mine overflowing 
with toxic orange sludge into a tributary of Har-
shaw Creek after heavy rains last September. The 
cleanup will begin this spring and will be com-
pleted before the monsoon season starts. 

All these public and private efforts are critical 
to assuring that we have sufficient quality and 
quantity of water for the long term. 



Weeping Muhly **(SS) 

Virlet Paspalum **(SS) 

Arizona Passionflower **(SS) 

Beardless Chinch Weed **(SS) 

Chiricahua Rock Cress **(SS) 

Catalina Beardtongue **(SS) 

Pinos Altos Flame Flower **(SS) 

Tepic Flame Flower **(SS) 

Broad-leaf Ground-cherry **(SS) 

Huachuca Cinquefoil **(SS) 

Whisk Fern **(SS) 

Chiricahua Mountain Brookweed **(SS) 

Huachuca Groundsel **(SS) 

Nodding Blue-eyed Grass **(SS) 

Canelo Hills Ladies’-tresses **(SS) 

Lemmon’s Stevia **(SS) 

Sonoran Noseburn **(SS) 

Shade Violet **(SS) 

BIRDS: 

Northern Goshawk **(SS) 

Violet-crowned Hummingbird **(SS) 

Baird’s Sparrow **(SS) 

Arizona grasshopper sparrow **(SS) 

Sprague’s Pipit **(C) 

Buff-collared Nightjar **(SS) 

Western Burrowing Owl **(SS) 

Zone-tailed Hawk **(SS) 

Gray Hawk **(SS) 

Common Black-Hawk **(SS) 

Lucifer Hummingbird **(SS) 

Northern Beardless-Tyrannulet **(SS) 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo (Western U.S. DPS) **(SS)(C) 

Northern Buff-breasted Flycatcher **(SS) 

Southwestern Willow Flycatcher **(E) 

American Peregrine Falcon **(SS) 

Cactus Ferruginous Pygmy-owl **(SS) 

Bald Eagle – Winter Population **(SS) 

Rose-throated Becard **(SS) 

Mexican Spotted Owl **(T) 

Thick-billed Kingbird **(SS) 

AMPHIBIANS: 

Sonora Tiger Salamander **(E) 

Western Barking Frog **(SS) 

Western Narrow-mouthed Toad **(SS) 

Arizona Treefrog (Huachuca/Canelo DPS) **(C) 

Chiricahua Leopard Frog **(T) 

Tarahumara Frog **(SS) 

Lowland Leopard Frog **(SS) 

PLANTS: 

Pima Indian Mallow **(SS) 

Santa Cruz Striped Agave **(SS) 

Saiya **(SS) 

Large-flowered Blue Star **(SS) 

Lemmon Milkweed **(SS) 

Greene Milkweed **(SS) 

Huachuca Milkvetch **(SS) 

Bush-violet **(SS) 

Chiltepin **(SS) 

Chihuahuan Sedge **(SS) 

Arizona Giant Sedge **(SS) 

Santa Cruz Star Leaf **(SS) 

Mexican Hemlock Parsley **(SS) 

Santa Cruz Beehive Cactus **(SS) 

Pima Pineapple Cactus **(E) 

Smooth Baby-bonnets **(SS) 

Gentry’s Indigo Bush **(SS) 

Metcalfe’s Tick-trefoil **(SS) 

Arid Throne Fleabane **(SS) 

Bartram Stonecrop **(SS) 

Huachuca Golden Aster **(SS) 

Arizona Crested coral-root **(SS) 

Coleman’s coral-root **(SS) 

Huachuca Water-umbel **(E) 

Lemmon Lily **(SS) 

Alamos Deer Vetch **(SS) 

Huachuca Mountain Lupine **(SS) 

Supine Bean **(SS) 

Arizona Manihot **(SS) 

Wiggins Milkweed Vine **(SS) 

Palmer’s Muhly **(SS) 

FISH: 

Gila Longfin Dace **(SS) 

Desert Sucker **(SS) 

Sonora Sucker **(SS) 

Desert Pupfish **(E) 

Sonora Chub **(T) 

Gila Chub **(E) 

Gila Topminnow **(E) 

INVERTEBRATES: 

Sabino Canyon Dancer **(SS) 

Stephan’s Heterelmis Riffle Beetle **(SS)(C) 

Huachuca Springsnail **(SS)(C) 

MAMMALS: 

Northern Pygmy Mouse **(SS) 

Mexican Long-tongued Bat **(SS) 

Pale Townsend’s Big-eared Bat **(SS) 

Western Red Bat **(SS) 

Ocelot **(E) 

Lesser Long-nosed Bat **(E) 

California Leaf-nosed Bat **(SS) 

Jaguar **(E) 

Fulvous Harvest Mouse **(SS) 

lains Harvest Mouse **(SS) 

Arizona Gray Squirrel **(SS) 

Yellow-nosed Cotton Rat **(SS) 

Arizona Shrew **(SS) 

Southern Pocket Gopher **(SS) 

REPTILES: 

Giant Spotted Whiptail **(SS) 

Twin-spotted Rattlesnake **(SS) 

Arizona Ridge-nosed Rattlesnake **(SS) 

Sonoran Desert Tortoise **(SS)(C) 

Thornscrub Hook-nosed Snake **(SS) 

Brown Vinesnake **(SS) 

Mountain Skink **(SS) 

Slevin’s Bunchgrass Lizard **(SS) 

Northern Green Ratsnake **(SS) 

Yaqui Black-headed Snake **(SS) 

Northern Mexican Gartersnake **(SS)(C) 

Below is the Arizona Game and Fish Department’s list of Federally Threatened, Endangered and Sensitive Species  in 

and around the Patagonia Mountains of the Coronado National Forest in southern Arizona (2013). Federally endangered 

species (E) are  those species in danger of extinction throughout all or a significant part of their range. Federally threatened species (T) are those 

which are likely to become endangered within the foreseeable future throughout or in a significant part of their range. Sensitive species (SS) are 

identified with the goal of avoiding trends toward federal listing and maintaining their viability. “C” refers to candidates for status as endan-

gered or threatened under the Endangered Species Act. 

Endangered Species in Southern AZ 



The time has come for 
Wally Hill’s fourth annual art 
show at the Gathering 
Grounds. Inasmuch as April is 
autism awareness month, it is 
especially wonderful to have 
the awareness focus on 
Wally’s art ability more than 
his autism—as it will at his 
show. Nevertheless, as I am 
always trying to increase 
awareness about autism, I'd 
like to share some informa-
tion on the topic. When Wal-
ter received his diagnosis in 
1996, one in 5,000 children 
were diagnosed with autism; 
in 2013, the number in Ari-
zona alone was one in 64. 
Clearly, this is an increase 
that bears scrutiny. 

The vaccine controversy 
rages on, with study after 
study claiming that the mea-
sles, mumps, and rubella 
(MMR) shot is safe, but the 
studies test the MMR in isola-
tion, given separately, and 
that is not the way it happens 
at the Well Baby checkups. In 
fact, when I objected to the 
number of shots given, I was 
told that they had to be given 
together because the parents 
couldn’t be trusted to be com-
pliant if the visits for the 

shots were spread out. Now the 
pendulum has swung, and it is 
the doctors who aren’t trusted 
by the parents. 

Parents are rightly con-
cerned with the safety of the 
shots their children receive. A 
finding of the vaccine strain of 
measles in the guts of children 
with autism has been made and 
duplicated by independent labs 
around the world. Attacking the 
doctor who first found this and 
destroying his career does not 
change the fact that it was 
found; it is reprehensible and, 
frankly, counterproductive. The 
MMR remains suspect. 

It is ironic that the safety of 
the child is not the critical issue 
in this tug of war. It would ap-
pear that giving the shots sepa-
rately is the ideal for studies 
meant to prove their safety, but 
not in practice. This is flawed 
science with manipulated re-
sults. The focus needs to be 
shifted to safety first; this 
would go far toward reestab-
lishing trust. 

There is more than vaccine 
safety involved though, and an 
interesting study is being pro-
posed that shows the relation-
ship between C-sections, pre-
mature deliveries, and autism. 

Wally Hill’s World 

By Jenny Hill 

This connection has been posited 
by a Polish and a Finnish study, 
and, of all things, one by a veteri-
nary specialist from UC Davis 
named John Madigan who treats 
neonatal maladjustment syndrome 
(NMS) in newborn foals. NMS can 
occur as a result of insufficient 
time in the constricted birth canal, 
resulting in a failure to bond, 
marked detachment, in a word—
autism. Madigan uses a squeeze 
procedure, which causes a chemical 
switch to be thrown that reduces 
the levels of neurosteroids that 
limit fetal movement and promotes 
sleep in the womb. When Madigan 
is called in to treat a foal exhibiting 
symptoms of NMS, he uses this 
same procedure. After a few min-
utes of squeezing, the baby horse 
falls asleep, and when it awakens it 
seeks out its mother to interact and 
feed. This is amazing—a simple 
procedure that works every time 
with the 5 percent of newborn 
horses so affected. Would that this 
method could be employed with all 
the babies born by C-section, and 
the “preemies,” too. Where it is 

now in use, it is called “kangaroo care.” 
Behavioral abnormalities that resemble 
autism vanish. Turns out we can learn 
a lot from the animals. 

Wally certainly has his own perspec-
tive on the natural world, and you will 
enjoy seeing that he has branched out 
from his bird drawings into the wider 
animal kingdom. I hope you’ll make 
time to take in the show. The artist will 
be demonstrating his technique at a 
reception on April 9 from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Come on by and shake his hand. The 
experience will expand your awareness 
and touch your heart, I promise. 

See page 20 for information about 
Wally’s April exhibit at the Gathering 
Grounds. 

Wally Hill 



Gray Mountain 
A novel by John Grisham, 2014  

Review by Elizabeth Zinn 

John Grisham is arguably 
the don of the legal thriller 
with 27 novels now under his 
belt, many of them interna-
tional best sellers. The Firm, 
The Client, The Pelican Brief, 
A Time To Kill, and five oth-
ers have been made into 
films, and Grisham continues 
to crank out one book a year, 
adding to the 225 million 
copies of John Grisham works 
in print worldwide. 

The latest addition to 
Grisham’s oeuvre, Gray Moun-
tain, contains all the ingredi-
ents familiar to Grisham fans 
(among whom I count my-
self): a rural Southern setting, the coal mining country of 
Appalachia; a bright young lawyer heroine, Samantha 
Kofer; a handsome but flawed hero, Donovan Gray; and a 
cast of stock characters ranging from the overworked and 
underpaid free legal staffers to various down-and-out 
homeless victims of Big Coal’s cruel (and often illegal) prac-
tices. As Samantha struggles to navigate the intricacies of 
small town politics and Big Coal’s stranglehold on the area, 
she predictably falls in love with the beauty of the remain-
ing unscarred mountains and the simple goodness of the 
people who have lived and toiled there for generations. 

For a reader interested in mining, Grisham’s research 
has produced a wealth of factual information on modern 
strip mining practices – both the frightening mechanics of 
getting the ore out of the ground and the legal shenanigans 
that often allow the big corporate companies to trample 
the little guys in pursuit of profits. Some of the anecdotes 
are clearly drawn from real-life accounts and legal actions. 
But in the end, this is a book about the law, about different 
ways it is practiced, for whom and for what purposes – and 
how it can be co-opted and corrupted if the price is right. 
Here, Grisham wears his heart on the page. Big Coal and its 
armies of corporate legal pawns are portrayed in almost 
cartoon-like fashion as the bad guys, without conscience or 
scruples. Samantha and her co-workers are the good guys, 
of course, besieged and outgunned but refusing to give in. 
The book may be among Grisham’s most trite, but the is-
sues are timely and real and one cannot ignore Grisham’s 
plea for preservation of what is left of the fragile area’s en-
vironment, as well as for preservation of the pure ethics 
that underpin our justice system. 

Gray Mountain does not pretend to be great literary fic-
tion and Grisham at his least successful is still a good read, 
and there is a lot in this novel to interest, entertain, and 
educate. 

Requiem For The Santa Cruz:  
An Environmental History Of An Arizona River 

Review by David Seibert 

The University of Arizona 
Press has recently published 
Requiem for the Santa Cruz: An 
Environmental History of an 
Arizona River. This beautiful 
book, a collaboration by Robert 
Webb, Julio Betancourt, Roy 
Johnson, Raymond Turner, and 
Bernard Fontana, is a major 
contribution to the challenges 
and interactions of environ-
mental science, land-use ethics, 
and inhabitance in a still-
growing region of the fragile 
southwest. For centuries the 
Santa Cruz River regularly 
flowed, ebbed, and flooded a 
region extending from south of 
Nogales to north of Tucson, 
where today we find concrete-lined river channels and a dry riverbed. The 
river supported springs and dense bosques and contributed to groundwater 
recharge in the entire Tucson basin. But this dynamism and reliability also led 
to highly extractive human settlement in the late nineteenth century that con-
tinues to compromise the river’s myriad functions, many of them required, in 
some form, for human survival in this place. 

The work effectively coordinates historic and modern sources from biol-
ogy, history, climatology, anthropology, and geology. In doing so, it paints a 
bleak picture of the tremendous impacts of a number of simultaneous stress-
ors on what had been a self-healing system of arroyos, wetlands, thick gallery 
forests, and rich wildlife habitat. Major water systems and intensive land and 
water use, changes in river morphology, large flood events, and declining 
vegetation (suddenly unsupported by local flood regimes) all contributed to a 
lowered water table that no longer met surface flows when rain events did 
occur. At any scale, from back yard to national forest, the effects on these po-
tentially vibrant systems are self-destructive, for, as arroyos continue to 
deepen with accelerated flood and erosion effects, water is more quickly 
shunted out of the system. The potentials for hydrological connection are 
lost, leaving dead or dying forests, ever lower water tables, and bare dirt 
ready to wash away with the next rain. 

Hence the word “requiem” in the book’s title. Some of the most important 
and poignant components of the Santa Cruz’s function may be gone, possibly 
forever. However, a hundred years of history provide critical learning oppor-
tunities for contemporary and future users, and we learn that with vision, 
planning, and a steadfast ethic of care, we can prevent such degradation and 
even reinvigorate some of the most vital features of the ecosystem. In this 
approach, one doesn’t write off a river system, nor try to entirely restore its 
historic conditions. Instead, a group of individuals share their interests and 
concerns with one another, pick their highest potential spots carefully, and 
get to work creating change. 

Dr. Julio Betancourt, one of the authors of Requiem for the Santa Cruz, will 
present a program at the EarthFest Series on April 16 at 7 p.m. at the Patago-
nia Public Library. 

 

 



The Little Free Libraries Project     
Inspires 11 Local 

John Blake and  
Inge Meyer made  
a “tree house” 
little library, with a  
small house and yard  
built by Blake, and  
painted by Meyer,  
perched on a lovely  
old mesquite  
branch. 

Juli Runberg's truly out-of-the-box, 
portable Little Free Library is made 

from an old camp stove. 

Fred Moreno used locally found 
scrap wood and furniture pieces to 
make a finely made, weatherproof 
box that is a little work of love. 

Lee Katzenbach’s humorous 
design has instructions for 

readers as well as birds. 

Saul Lieberman’s details are all over this 
piece. It has a bulletin board for mes-
sages and plenty of room for books.  

The workmanship of Bart Young's  
rustic library shows the hand  

of a master woodworker. 



      

The LFL project drew a  wide response, and each of these finished libraries is both well 
made and unique. They are all on view at the Patagonia Library, and will be available for 
purchase as of April 11. On April  18, all those that haven’t yet been sold will be offered 
in an auction event (hosted by Friends of the Patagonia Library (see details on page 19.) 

Bob Stephens started with a picture 
frame and an old bench from his 

yard, and used his imagination and 
carpentry skills to create this very 

happy little library. 

Linda Chase's library, made from an 
old mini refrigerator, has a bird feeder 
and ingenious bird seed holder, a door 
that isn’t, steps to nowhere, 18 blue-

birds, and a copper roof. Erasmo  
Lagunas helped her with assembly. 

Cassina and Zach Farley, Molly Phinny 
and Martha Kelly made a miniature Art 
Center, complete with pottery, chalk 
board and other beautiful details. 

PUHS student Jorge Martinez researched, planned and  
executed a brightly painted  library with help from Garrett 

Fish and shop teacher Steve Coleman. It’s made with  
reclaimed old fir bleacher seats from Ft. Huachuca.  

Lee Katzenbach’s humorous 
design has instructions for 

readers as well as birds.  

Dick Volz made a handsome 
craftsman style little library 
with a funky baking pan roof 
that adds a touch of humor to 

the classic design.  

Photos by Lars Marshall  

and Donna Reibslager 



April is finally upon us - a 
halcyon time for all things 
wild, especially birds. This is 
peak migration time for many 
species in our famed Sky Is-
lands. Thus, a wide variety of 
neotropical migrants make 
their return to our local 
haunts, either for mating or 
as a way station along their 
routes to breeding grounds 
further north. A number of 
other resident birds become 
more vocal and/or visible in 
April as hormones and the 
associated reproductive im-
perative takes over. Among 
both groups are a number of 
species more characteristic of 
Mexico than of the rest of the 
United States. Commonly re-
ferred to as “Mexican special-
ties,” these birds help define 
the unique biodiversity of the 
Sky Islands. 

While it's true that the spe-
cies mentioned here may first 

have appeared in March, nu-
merically speaking they are 
much more in evidence in 
April. Such is the case with 
gray hawks, a small tropical 
buteo that penetrates into 
southeast Arizona. Perhaps 
only 100 pairs or so grace the 
entire U.S. in breeding season, 
the majority along the Santa 
Cruz and San Pedro Rivers. A 
handful also breed in the ex-
treme southern tip of Texas. 

It's hard to miss these 
icons of the Sky Islands. 
Whether they are deftly ply-
ing the skies above or within 
lush riparian forests, they 
stand out from the rest of the 
raptor crowd. While Cooper’s 
hawks are also built for ma-
neuvering for prey within the 
tight confines of dense for-
ests, the calls of the two spe-
cies could not be more dispa-
rate. Gray hawks have several 
vocalizations, though all 

sound haunting or 
mournful. They are liter-
ally a far cry from the 
flicker-like “kek-kek-
kek’s” of the more ubiq-
uitous Cooper’s hawk. 

Two other neotropi-
cal Hawks come into full 
swing in April. The 
zone-tailed hawk breeds 
mainly in mountain can-
yons and riparian for-
ests. This large buteo 
reflects the tropics with 
its intriguing mimicry of 
our familiar turkey vul-
tures. These carrion-
eaters elicit little or no 
fear among small prey 
species, as they very 
rarely bother with the 
living. Thus, a hawk that 
looks, flies, and behaves 
similarly to the vulture 
can play the role of a 
wolf in sheep’s clothing. 
Zone-tailed hawks, in 
fact, do soar in concert 
with turkey vultures 
quite frequently, no 
doubt nabbing many a 
prey item as a reward. 

C o m m o n  b l a c k 
hawks are to black vul-
tures what zone-tails 
are to turkey vultures - 
mimics. They too are 
large ,  neot ropica l 
buteos, colored mostly 
black. Once airborne, 
however, the chunky, 
short-tailed black hawk 
looks only superficially 

April’s Bird Blitzkrieg: Mexican Specialties 

By Vince Pinto 

similar to its cousin. 
While zone-tails fly with 
a distinct dihedral or 
shallow “V’ in their wing 
posture, common black 
hawks soar mostly flat-
winged, imitating black 
vultures in an effort to 
procure food. 

While these two 
hawks make their an-
nual return to the Sky 
Islands, other Mexican 
specialties merely be-
come more evident as a 
result of breeding activ-
ity. Such is the case with 
Montezuma quail, which 
started to vocalize in 
March near Patagonia. 
The diagnostic, down-

ward-slurring call 
s o u n d s 

s o m e -

w h a t 
like an 
odd com-
p u t e r - g e n -
erated sound or 
the sound of a fal-
ling mini-bomb. This 
much-coveted “life bird” 
is often missed even by 
highly intrepid bird-
ers. Even in the 
proper habitat— 

mostly Madrean ever-
green woodland—these 
reclusive quail are no 
sure bet, unless of 
course you unwittingly 
happen upon a hidden 
individual or covey. It is 
then that you may want 
to call them the “heart-
attack bird!" Reticent to 
fly, they often flush 
with a disarming flour-
ish, which accomplishes 
its intent - startling the 
would-be predator. I 
hope that you too are 
dumbfounded by our 
eye-popping influx of 
avian treasures in April. 

Vincent Pinto and 
his wife, Claudia, run 
Raven’s Way Wild Jour-
neys. They offer local 
tours dedicated to the 
preservation of the in-
credible biodiversity in 
the Sky Islands. 

Patagonia Movie House members turned out in droves for the 
Tombstone Movie and Cowboy Supper Fundraiser. It was a  
night filled with cowboy boots and happy movie goers. All of 
us here at the Patagonia Creative Arts Association (PCAA) 
would like to thank everyone who came out and showed sup-
port for our new venture. Thanks to the fundraiser we are now 
¾ of the way to our goal of a new projector and soon we will 
be able to supplement the Art Centers bottom line—which is 
good news for children’s programming and a giant step toward 
becoming a sustainable organization that will last well into the 
future. If you didn’t get a chance to join us for “Tombstone,” 
Patagonia Movie House members will get another chance to 
come out and see what we are about. Mark your calendars for 
two special events: “2001: a Space Odyssey,” on Saturday April 
11 ( doors open at 6 p.m., movie starts at 7 p.m.) and our sec-
ond Movie House fundraiser, “Oklahoma!” (date and time to 
come). We recommend buying special event tickets in advance. 
Please contact the Art Center Tuesday - Thursday for tickets 
and details at 394-9369, or by Email to makeart1@msn.com.  
                                         
                                           — Cassina Farley, PCAA Director 

Zone-Tailed 

Hawk 



Little Free Little Free Little Free Little Free     
Libraries Libraries Libraries Libraries     

These original works of art  
are as varied as the  

artists who created them.  
Beginning 

    April 11 at 10 a.m. April 11 at 10 a.m. April 11 at 10 a.m. April 11 at 10 a.m.     
they will be available for purchase  

at a ‘buy it now price.”  
If you see one that you cannot resist,  
go ahead and purchase it on the spot.  

Or you can attend the  

AUCTION AUCTION AUCTION AUCTION  
in the library courtyard  

April 18April 18April 18April 18    
starting  

promptly at 2:00 p.m.,2:00 p.m.,2:00 p.m.,2:00 p.m.,  
to outbid your friends and  
neighbors for any library  
not previously sold.  

Join us on April 18 Join us on April 18 Join us on April 18 Join us on April 18     
to celebrate the conclusion of this  

Friends of the Patagonia Library  
fundraising event.  

Visit with the artists who  
created these mini book houses,  

mingle with the sponsors who helped  
make them possible,  

meet members of the Woman’s Club,  
the founders of the Library,  

and learn the  
destinations of these  
Little Free Libraries. 

 

 

Crypto-What? 
 

Crypto Viruses, aka Ransomware: This is a form of malware 
which infects a computer and then restricts the user from ac-
cessing files on their system. The wrinkle is that the malicious 
software doesn’t stop there; the next step is that the creator of 
the malware demands a ‘ransom’ in order for the restriction to 
be removed. 

If you are infected with a Crypto Virus, it will code your docu-
ments so you are unable to open them. You are then faced with 
two options: Pay the ransom demanded by these cybercriminals, 
or restore your most recent backup of the compromised files on 
your computer. 

You do have a recent backup of your critical data files, right? 
You should also be backing up to an external hard drive, flash 
drive, etc., instead of using an internet backup service. If you are 
using an online backup service such as Carbonite, there is a good 
chance that your online backup files will also be corrupted by a 
Crypto Virus. Your best defense is to create regular backups on 
external drives; these drives should also be stored in a safe loca-
tion. 

If you decide to pay the ransom realize that you’ll be letting 
the criminals back into your computer. It’s like having a burglar 
return to the scene of the crime to bring your stolen stuff back. 
Recently the ransom is running around $500. 

Tips to avoid getting a Crypto Virus: 
  -  Don’t open email attachments from unknown or unex-

pected sources. 
  - Be careful when surfing the web. 
  - Beware of sponsored links and search results. 
  - Remove any malware already on your computer. Many types 

of malware have an "upgrade" command that allows the crooks 
to update, replace, or add to the malware already on your PC. 

  - Use good security software to keep your computer free of 
viruses and malware. Our current recommendation for antivirus 
software is Microsoft Security Essentials, and for anti-malware 
software, Malwarebytes Anti-Malware. 

  - Also be sure that your Windows operating system and other 
programs are up-to-date. 

  - Most important of all, make regular backups of the files you 
care about! 

Ed Schaefer and Terry Plympton are the owners of Better 
Bytes, a computer consulting service. www.better-bytes.com. They 
can be contacted at  (520) 455-9269.  

 

 

 

By Ed Schafer and Terry Plympton 



meetings 

The Patagonia Museum The Patagonia Museum The Patagonia Museum The Patagonia Museum ----    Regular meetings w/

topics incl. local history; hwy. cleanups , & wkdays . 

For info, visit www.thepatagoniamuseum.org     

AA AA AA AA - Patagonia Comm. Ctr., Sun., 8 a.m.; Sonoita 
Bible Church, Tues., 7:30 p.m.;  Pat. Methodist 

Church, Fri., 7:30 p.m. 

AlAlAlAl----AnonAnonAnonAnon - Wed. at 6 p.m., Sonoita Hills Comm. 
Church, 52 Elgin Rd., just off Hwy 83;  Info: 237-

8091 

CHOP (Community Homes of Patagonia, Inc.)  CHOP (Community Homes of Patagonia, Inc.)  CHOP (Community Homes of Patagonia, Inc.)  CHOP (Community Homes of Patagonia, Inc.)  ----    

Board Meeting 3rd Monday at 6 p.m. in the  
Patagonia Town Council Room Chambers.   
    
Patagonia Town Council Patagonia Town Council Patagonia Town Council Patagonia Town Council ----    2nd and 4th Wednesday 
of the month at 7 p.m.  Town Council Hall.  

    
Rotary ClubRotary ClubRotary ClubRotary Club -  1st Thurs., 7 a.m. at Patagonia H.S.; 
All others at Kief Joshua winery, 6 p.m. (520) 907-
5829  
    
San Rafael Community 4San Rafael Community 4San Rafael Community 4San Rafael Community 4----H ClubH ClubH ClubH Club - 2nd Mon. at the 

Patagonia Methodist Church, Thurber Hall at 5:30 
p.m. Tami @455-5561.  

events special interests 

Yoga for Seniors:  Yoga for Seniors:  Yoga for Seniors:  Yoga for Seniors:  Mondays,  8:30 a.m. – 9:45 

a.m. at Ecobody Acupuncture in the Patagonia 

Plaza, Patagonia.  $10.  (520) 559 -1731. 

Santa Cruz County Writers:Santa Cruz County Writers:Santa Cruz County Writers:Santa Cruz County Writers:  Writers support grp.  

1
st

 and 3
rd

 Tuesdays , , , , Patagonia Library, 10:30 

a.m.  (706) 614 - 6959  

Community Acupuncture Clinic:  Community Acupuncture Clinic:  Community Acupuncture Clinic:  Community Acupuncture Clinic:  Call Dr. Papin 

at (520) 559- 1731. 

Santa Cruz  Singers Rehearsals:Santa Cruz  Singers Rehearsals:Santa Cruz  Singers Rehearsals:Santa Cruz  Singers Rehearsals:  Thursdays, 5 - 

7 p.m., SCFPA office, 348 Naugle Ave., Patagonia.  

Call (520) 394 - 0129 for information. 

Medicine of Invasive and NonMedicine of Invasive and NonMedicine of Invasive and NonMedicine of Invasive and Non----Native PlantsNative PlantsNative PlantsNative Plants:  

workshops 3/ 8 & 3/22, at  Borderlands, Patago-

nia. Call (520) 490-7142  for information. 

Hummingbird Monitoring Network Lecture  Hummingbird Monitoring Network Lecture  Hummingbird Monitoring Network Lecture  Hummingbird Monitoring Network Lecture  by 

Susan Wethington, 3/21 at 11 a.m., Paton Center  

Adult Art Classes Adult Art Classes Adult Art Classes Adult Art Classes ----    at the Patagonia Art Center., 
Thursdays, 2 - 4 p.m.; Figure Drawing: first Thurs-

days of the month. 394-9369.    

Art Makers Art Makers Art Makers Art Makers ----    After school art classes, ages 5-12; 
Tuesdays.  Call Cassina @ 394-9369 for info. 
    

Adult handAdult handAdult handAdult hand----building ceramics classes building ceramics classes building ceramics classes building ceramics classes Wednes-
days, 4-6 p.m. $65 Call 604-0300 
    
Bikram YogaBikram YogaBikram YogaBikram Yoga - Patagonia;  call 520-604-7283. 
    

BingoBingoBingoBingo - St. Theresa Parish Hall, Patagonia, 1st & 
3rd Mondays at 6 p.m.   455-5681  
    
Crossroads QuiltersCrossroads QuiltersCrossroads QuiltersCrossroads Quilters -  Sonoita Fire Dept., 2nd & 
4th Mondays at 9 a.m.; call  (520) 732-0453.   
    

Open Tennis Open Tennis Open Tennis Open Tennis - PUHS, Tues. & Thurs. at 5 p.m., Sat. 
at 8 a.m., Call  394-2973 for info. 
    
Sonoita Tergar Meditation Practice Group Sonoita Tergar Meditation Practice Group Sonoita Tergar Meditation Practice Group Sonoita Tergar Meditation Practice Group ----    1st & 
3rd Mon., private home. Free. Jonelle 455-9222.     

    
Sonoita Plant Parenthood Gardening Club Sonoita Plant Parenthood Gardening Club Sonoita Plant Parenthood Gardening Club Sonoita Plant Parenthood Gardening Club ----    con-
tact clarebonelli@gmail.com. 

Lunch for Seniors Lunch for Seniors Lunch for Seniors Lunch for Seniors ----    Fresh-cooked meals, Mon. - Fri. 
at the Community Center. Tuesday is Pie Day! Try 

the Thursday Special! 
    
Sr. Citizens of Patagonia Van Service Sr. Citizens of Patagonia Van Service Sr. Citizens of Patagonia Van Service Sr. Citizens of Patagonia Van Service - Medical 
transportation available Mon. - Fri. for seniors & 
disabled to Sierra Vista, Tucson, Gr.Valley & No-
gales. By appt. only. 394-2494 

    
Patagonia Food Bank, Patagonia Food Bank, Patagonia Food Bank, Patagonia Food Bank, Community Center; 2nd 
Wednesday of the month, 9-11 a.m. 
    
Patagonia Methodist Church Thrift Shop,Patagonia Methodist Church Thrift Shop,Patagonia Methodist Church Thrift Shop,Patagonia Methodist Church Thrift Shop, Fri. 10 

a.m.-2 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m. - noon. 
    
Angel Wings Thrift & Gift Shop Angel Wings Thrift & Gift Shop Angel Wings Thrift & Gift Shop Angel Wings Thrift & Gift Shop Our Lady of the An-
gels Mission Catholic Church, 12 Los Encinos Rd, 
Sonoita.  Thurs-Sat. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Info: 455-
5262 

community services 

April 3April 3April 3April 3----    CHOP Fundraiser:  CHOP Fundraiser:  CHOP Fundraiser:  CHOP Fundraiser:  5-7 p.m.  Tickets $10.  

See ad on p. 31 for more info. 

Apr 3 & 4 - Swap Meet : Santa Cruz County 

Fairgrounds, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

April 9 April 9 April 9 April 9 ---- Exhibit by Wally Hill Exhibit by Wally Hill Exhibit by Wally Hill Exhibit by Wally Hill  opens with a 

reception from 5 to 7 p.m. at the Gathering 

Grounds. Exhibit runs through April. 

 April 8 April 8 April 8 April 8 ---- Firewise Community Introduction:  Firewise Community Introduction:  Firewise Community Introduction:  Firewise Community Introduction: at 

Patagonia Town Hall meeting, 7 p.m. (see 

next page for details.)    

April 10 April 10 April 10 April 10 ----    Dance at Cady Hall:Dance at Cady Hall:Dance at Cady Hall:Dance at Cady Hall:  $5 donation goes 

toward milkweed plants for Town Park and sup-

porting Cady Hall. 

April 11 April 11 April 11 April 11 ----    Child Abuse Awareness Walkathon:  Child Abuse Awareness Walkathon:  Child Abuse Awareness Walkathon:  Child Abuse Awareness Walkathon:  

DES office in Nogales, 1843 N. State Dr.  Registra-

tion at 9am.  Requested donation of $5.  Call Lucy 

at (520) 377-5900. 

April 11 April 11 April 11 April 11 ---- A Space Odyssey A Space Odyssey A Space Odyssey A Space Odyssey:  :  :  :  Movie at    the Tin 

Shed Theatre, 7 p.m. Call 394-9369 for info and 

tickets. Or email makeart1@msn.com 

April 11 & 12 April 11 & 12 April 11 & 12 April 11 & 12 ----  Vintage Baseball Tounament:  Vintage Baseball Tounament:  Vintage Baseball Tounament:  Vintage Baseball Tounament: 

food & vendors. Tickets $10/day, $15 both 

days. Warren Ballpark, Bisbee. Info: 520 432-

3813, or go to friendsofwarrenballpark.com 

April 12April 12April 12April 12----    Eduardo Costa, Music of Brazil:  Eduardo Costa, Music of Brazil:  Eduardo Costa, Music of Brazil:  Eduardo Costa, Music of Brazil:  Classical 

guitar concert, Benderly Salon Series.  3 p.m. at 

Hacienda Corona de Guevavi, Nogales.  $25/

members; $30/non-members. For info.: www. 

scfpapresents.org, (520) 394-0129 or 394-9495. 

April 18 April 18 April 18 April 18 ----20:  EARTHfest Patagonia:  20:  EARTHfest Patagonia:  20:  EARTHfest Patagonia:  20:  EARTHfest Patagonia:  In Pata-

gonia Park. Workshops, guided walks, 

booths, and more. See info on page 6. 

April 24, 25, 26 April 24, 25, 26 April 24, 25, 26 April 24, 25, 26 –––– Rustlers of Red Rock:   Rustlers of Red Rock:   Rustlers of Red Rock:   Rustlers of Red Rock:  a 

melodrama at Tin Shed Theater. (details to be 

provided in the coming weeks) 

April 25 April 25 April 25 April 25 –––– SCHS Pet Adoption in Patagonia:   SCHS Pet Adoption in Patagonia:   SCHS Pet Adoption in Patagonia:   SCHS Pet Adoption in Patagonia:   
10 - 1 p.m. in Patagonia Plaza.  

May 2 May 2 May 2 May 2 –––– Movie House Fundraiser:   Movie House Fundraiser:   Movie House Fundraiser:   Movie House Fundraiser:  Oklahoma! 

Event includes dinner at 5:30 p.m.  Purchase tick-

ets in advance beginning April 11
th

.  Call (520) 

394-9369 or email to  makeart1@msn.org 

SEND YOUR EVENT, MEETING OR  

SPECIAL INTEREST INFO TO US AT 

prtevents@gmail.com  

NEXT DEADLINE: APRIL 20 



ADOPTABLE PETS  

OF THE MONTH 

SANTA CRUZ HUMANE SOCIETY 

232 E. Patagonia Hwy 82, Nogales   287-5654 

Little Lonzo is as sweet and 
gentle as can be. 9 months 

old, he’s been playing hap-

pily in our Purr Palace and 

waiting patiently for his 
forever family since he was 

a wee little kitty. Won’t you 

be the one to give Lonzo 
the home and the love he’s 

looking for? 

Lady is a 2-year old Rott-
weiler mix who is full of 

energy and loves to play. 

She was rescued from Ani-

mal Control, and now 
she’s looking for someone 

to give her a second 

chance. She’s very sweet 
and gets along with other 

dogs. Lady will do best in a 

home where she’ll get lots 
of attention and walks. 

Patagonia Lake  
State Park 

 
Bird Walks - Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays at 
8 a.m. until April 13.  Free 
after admission to Park. 
Meet at east end of Camp-
ground.  
Avian Boat Tours of Pata-
gonia Lake on Saturdays 
and Sundays at 8:45 a.m. 
and 10 a.m.  Lake Discovery 
Tours at 11:15.  Twilight 
Tours on Saturday eve-
nings.  All Boat Tours end 
for the season on April 
13.  Reservations Required. 
Call the Visitor Center at 
520 287-2791 to reserve 
and to find out time of de-
parture for Twilight Tours. 
$5 per person per tour. 
The Visitor Center hours 
are 8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.; 
Thursdays-Monday; it is 
closed Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays.  The Visitor 
Center will be closing for 
the season on April 13. 
  
Junior Ranger Activities: 
Saturdays at 2:00 and Sun-
days at 10:30 at the Visitor 
Center.  
  
Hikes -Friday, April 3.   
Full Moon Hike to Over-
look Hill. Moderate hike. 
Wear sturdy shoes, bring 
water and perhaps a walk-
ing stick.  See the beautiful 
full moon rise, if there are 
no clouds. Call to register 
at 520 287-2791  - Meet at 
Visitor Center at 6 p.m. 
Friday, April 10. Petroglyph 
Site Hike across the lake 
(some rock scrambing re-
quired. Call to register 
at 520 287-2791  - Meet at 
Visitor Center at 9 a.m. 

These very small creatures are members of the 
largest order in the animal kingdom.  Their tracks 
are not easy to see as they are only visible in very 
soft, fine dust or mud, but other evidence of their 
presence is unmistakable.  If you’ve ever been bit-
ten by one of the red varieties you probably have-
n’t forgotten the experience.    Answer on page 26 
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Submitted by the Mowry Tracking Team 

 

On Becoming A  
Firewise Community  

 
     Patagonia is one of the most at-risk com-
munities for fire catastrophe in Arizona.  
     David Seibert of Borderlands Restoration 
(BR) will give a brief introduction about the 
potential benefit of establishing Patagonia as 
a Firewise Community, at the Town Council 
Meeting on April 8 at 7 p.m. in the Town 
Council Room. Chief Ike Isakson of the Pata-
gonia Volunteer Fire Department, Luke 
Reese,  Manager of the Patagonia/Sonoita 
Creek Preserve, and The Arizona State For-
estry have begun exploring homeowner and 
community interest in becoming a part of 
this program. For more information, Come 
to the Borderlands office, or send an Email 
to dseibert@email.arizona.edu. 

APRIL 4 

The foreclosure sale for property at the Tree 
of Life on Harshaw Road in Patagonia that 
involves four parcels of land and buildings 
has been postponed for the third time. The 
current date for the auction, is April 2 at 11 
a.m. on the courthouse steps in Nogales.  

Tree  of Life Property 
Auction Postponed Again 

TOTAL LUNAR 

ECLIPSE 



     Our community has a 
wealth of service organiza-
tions. Among them there is 
one that is distinguished by 
its role as the silent partner 
behind the creation and/or 
support of many of the oth-
ers. The sole job of Patagonia 
Regional Community Fund, 
formerly the Patagonia Re-
gional Community Founda-
tion (PRCF in either case), is 
to raise funds that can be ap-
plied to grant requests from 
our local educational, enrich-
ment, and human service pro-
viders. And its structure is set 
up to do that job very well. 

PRCF is affiliated with the 
Arizona Community Founda-
tion (ACF), a multimillion-
dollar statewide charitable 
foundation that provides pro-
fessional investment exper-
tise to grow and maintain the 
endowed assets of its various 
affiliates. ACF provides these 
investment services and han-
dles PRCF’s bookkeeping, 
grant eligibility, account-
ing, tax filing, and other ad-
ministrative functions for a 
small annual fee. This relieves 
PRCF of the task of money 
and grant management and 
provides it with a safe and 
secure repository for its 
funds, which, because of their 
endowed nature, will continue 
to benefit our community 
into the future. 

This year, PRCF received 
more than $91,000 in grant 
applications but had funds 
available to grant  just a little 
over $22,000. As a result, 

PRCF was forced to severely 
limit the funding of even ap-
proved grant requests. While 
every donation helps, PRCF 
would like to interest more do-
nors who are able to contribute 
generously. It particularly 
wishes to have the means to 
assist useful new ventures as 
organizations that it’s helped 
get started develop their own 
fundraising strategies. 

The largest grants in 2015 
went to Borderlands Habitat 
Network to employ Patagonia 
Union High School students to 
restore the Sonoita Creek wa-
tershed (a program PRCF 
helped start in 2014), Patagonia 
Youth Enrichment Center to 
help fund the continued avail-
ability to local youth of an af-
ter-school center for study and 
recreation (also funded for 
startup by PRCF in 2014), 
and Senior Citizens 
of Patagonia to con-
tinue the weekday 
meal program in 
which freshly cooked 
meals are provided to 
local seniors (which 
PRCF helped to ex-
pand in 2014). 

Grants have also 
been made this year 
to the Hummingbird 
Monitoring Net -
work to employ 
PUHS students 
after school to 
monitor and re-
cord data regard-
ing local wildlife, 
in part to give 
them experience 

with STEM (Science, Technology, En-
gineering and Math)  act iv i -
ties; KPUP to update its broadcast 
services, specifically to enable local 
students to learn broadcast tech-
niques; Patagonia Library to purchase 
additional large-print books; PUHS to 
help fund a renewed dual credit tui-
tion program to allow students to 
take, and get college credit for col-
lege-level courses; East Santa Cruz 
County Community Food Bank to 
continue its program of providing 
monthly food boxes to needy resi-
dents; Community Homes of Patago-
nia to continue its program to enable 
needy residents to upgrade living 
quarters that have problems such as 
leaking roofs and inadequate sanita-
tion; Patagonia Creative Arts Associa-
tion to continue its after-school crea-
tive arts program; PUHS to help it 
and its students construct water-
retaining terraces and plant native 

pollinator plants on school 
grounds; the town of Patagonia to 
plant additional trees in town 
parks; and Family Healthcare Ami-
gos to further a program to lend 
area residents needed durable 
medical equipment, such as wheel-
chairs. 

PRCF’s Steering Committee is 
composed of Jim Schatz, Chair; 
German Quiroga, Vice Chair; and 
Cornelia O’Connor. They would like 
to add at least two new members 
this year to help solicit donations 
and make grants and scholarship 
awards. If interested, contact Jim 
Schatz at jes2120@gmail.com 
or (651)587-8795. 

 Donations to PRCF may be 
made online at azfoundation.org/
Patagonia or by check made out to 
PRCF and sent to ACF’s Southeast 
Regional Office at PO Box 1208, 
Sierra Vista AZ 85636.  

Our Community Programs’ Silent Partner 

 
By Jim Schatz  



www.LaFronteraAZ.com 

Homes, Land & Ranch Properties throughout Sonoita, Elgin, Patagonia, Lake Patagonia, Tubac & the extended environs of Santa Cruz County 

357 FRANKLIN AVENUE, PATAGONIA (TAR/MLS #21507786, $460,000) 
Sublime, ultra-private strawbale retreat on 2.52 wooded acres. This almost-hidden hilltop setting is just w/in Patagonia’s SW boundary so an easy walk to the village center. 1,875sf Main 
house w/2Be/2Ba/Family-SunRm; gracious open-plan w/high ceilings, brick flrs; Mstr Ste w/in & outdoor showers & pvt patio w/soaking tub. Detached, climate-controlled, 1,320sf Guest 
Qtrs w/2Be/1Ba/Studio-Office-Study. A premier, architect-designed home w/passive-solar orientation & stunning views; walled gardens, uncommon serenity & endless adventuring! 

Bbbbbbbbbbb23 SONOITA DRIVE, PATAGONIA  

bbbbbbTAR/MLS #21426634, $449,000  

 
Substantial Patagonia home w/mid-century bones & 
breathtaking 5ac setting at the edge of Patagonia. 
Its 3,972sf include the gracious 3Be/2.5Ba/2G Main 
house, 2Be/1Ba/Guest Qtrs w/Living Area & Kitch-
enette. Wrap-around porches; a mature regional 

garden; beautiful pool area; fab artist’s studio & so 
much more. Recently reduced; a must-see home.           

47 CASAS ARROYO ROAD, SONOITA 

TAR/MLS #21501917, $274,500 

 
Regional charm & uncommon elegance are hall-
marks of this special country home. A delightful 
2,349sf split-level w/2Be/2.5Ba/2G in popular Casa-
sArroyo, its stylish details & rich finishes, gorgeous 
FP’s, hacienda-style windows, seductive Master 
Suite & NY-style Chef’s Kitchen will capture your 
heart. Beautiful lifestyle w/Tucson just 60min north.       

GARY RETHERFORD, 520-604-0897 
Designated Broker, Owner, REALTOR® 

 

KATHLEEN JAMES, 520-604-6762 
                          Owner REALTOR® 

340 NAUGLE AVE (HWY 83) / POB 98 / PATAGONIA AZ 85624 / 520-394-0110 



     The National Geographic So-
ciety sponsors an annual Geo-
Bee (designed like a spelling bee 
with a focus on geography) for 
fourth through eighth grade stu-
dents in the United States. The 
schools in each state compete, 
and the winner in each school  
takes a geography test designed 
by National Geographic.  
     The 100 students with the 
best test scores go on to com-
pete at the state level. Brent 
Anderson, a seventh grader at 

A contentious firestorm that engulfed 
the Sonoita-Elgin Fire District recently 
swirled throughout the town of Sonoita 
for weeks like the wildfires the firefight-
ers are trained to quench. Chief Joseph 
DeWolf’s contract was up for renewal. 
The Fire Board was considering a new 
contract that included a 10 percent cut 
in salary, which it characterized as the 
best it could come up with given the eco-
nomic climate in Arizona. 

Local citizens packed the board meet-
ings week after week, some to support 
the pay cut and some to support the 
Chief. There was debate about both the 
Chief’s compensation and the length of 
his contract. The end result was a deci-
sion to keep the salary where it is, at 
$84,413, for the next two years, with 
board option to renew for two more 
years. Lesser issues, including arbitra-
tion, performance, and job description, 
were all settled by the board with the 
Chief’s consent. 

Joseph DeWolf has been with the de-
partment for 19 years and has been the 
Fire Chief for the past 13 years. He has 
had a distinguished career with the dis-
trict, providing leadership, training, vi-
sion, and quality outreach to the commu-
nity. Over the past ten years he has 
brought $1,561,026 in grant funds to the 
District. 

Just as the smoke from that firestorm 
began to clear, a new and different crisis 
appeared. Battalion Chief Kevin Venos 
resigned. Like DeWolf, Venos has been 
with the department for 19 years. He left 
his general contracting business and be-
gan volunteering with the department in 
1996. By 2007 he was working full-time 
as a paramedic. His surprise resignation 
caught the community off guard. Locals 

rushed to his defense and praised 
him for his years of service. He 
was asked to reverse his decision, 
but he remained steadfast. Venos 

acknowledged that his 
leaving was rooted in his 
disdain for the contract 
originally proposed to 
Chief DeWolf. He said, “I 
would never sign such an 
awful contract.” 

Venos says that after 
19 years with the depart-
ment it was time to move 
on. He will be joining the 
large Benson ambulance 
company, HCI (Health 
Care Innovations). The 
new position will allow 
him to do full-time what 
he loves the most—be a 
paramedic for an ambu-
lance company. 

Chief DeWolf’s com-
ments mirror those of all 
of Sonoita and Elgin when 

he says “Kevin’s 19 years of com-
munity knowledge of the area, 
along with his dedication, will be 
almost impossible to replace.” 

By John Fielding 

A Firestorm of Contention  
Sweeps Through Fire District  

Elgin Student Brent Anderson Qualifies 
For State Competition in GeoBee 

Elgin School, was one of 
those 100 students. He par-
ticipated in the state com-
petition that was held on 
March 27 at the Arizona 
State University Memorial 
Union building in Tempe, 
and although he didn’t win, 
he should be congratulated 
on getting as far as he did.  
According to his teacher, 
Nate Porter, Brent had cor-
rect answers to six of the 
eight questions he was 

asked, and just missed going 
into the final round. 
Porter says that Elgin has sent a 
student to the state geo-bee 
every year for the past seven 
years. 

The national competition will 
take place in Washington DC in 
May, and the winner gets a 
$50,000 college scholarship and 
an all-expense paid trip to the 
Galapagos Islands. We’re sure 
that Brent Anderson knows 
where that is. 

Battalion Chief Kevin Venos 

Fire Chief Joseph deWolf 



Rodeo Royalty’s Queens  

The Traveling Front Porch Show at The Cafe recently featured a  group comprised of Arizona champion 
guitarist Greg Morton,  Tucson fiddle player Tim O'Connor,  songwriter Rana Tucker and local organizer 
Jim Koweek playing the mandolin. The Cafe offers live music every Thursday from 5 to 7 p.m. 

The Fairgrounds Centennial Celebration 
kicks off May 2 and 3 with the Sonoita Horse 
Races and the Kentucky Derby simulcast.  
The fairgrounds has been painted, repaired 
and upgraded, and Chairman Deborah Fel-
lows promises a new and better race week-
end to enhance the big year-long party. 

The Turf Club has been enlarged and 
there will be more locations for betting. 
Eight races will be run each day. Off-site bet-
ting for other races will be provided along 
with betting and viewing a live simulcast of 
the Kentucky Derby on Saturday at 3:30 p.m. 

New events planned include the “Race of 
the Eagles,” a classic horse race between the 
United States and Mexico. The fairgrounds is 
looking for a sponsor for the race.  

Another is a special race to honor and 
raise awareness of our veterans. Sponsors 
are sought to support the Wounded Warrior 
Race, and proceeds will be go to the Dave 
Roever Foundation, a nonprofit project dedi-
cated to reconnecting veterans and their 
families to a whole and productive life. Do-
nations can be made out to the SCCFRA at 
the fairgrounds. 

Join the other 5000 racing enthusiasts 
expected to have fun at this year’s Sonoita 
Races! 

From left, winners of the Rodeo Royalty competition on March 7: Ana Valenzuela of Sa-
huarita, Princess, Alyssa Dryer of Elgin, Queen, and Brianna Young of Patagonia, Little 
Miss. The judging included rating contestants as to character, knowledge of the rodeo’s 
purpose, self-confidence, and horse management. Winners received several prizes , and 
Rodeo Queen Alyssa Dryer was awarded a $1000 scholarship from the Ann C. Stradling 
Foundation. 

 News from the  

  Santa Cruz 
  Fairgrounds 

Photos by John Fielding 



2014 was a 
busy year 
for the Bor-
d e r l a n d s 
Restoration 
(BR) com-

munity. From educational work-
shops to restoration projects, to 
citizen science, to propagating na-
tive plants, we worked hard to re-
store and better support the bio-
logical diversity within our water-
shed. All this work wouldn’t have 
been achieved without many dedi-
cated volunteers. Here I want to 
share the analysis of volunteer 
work from 2014, express humble 
gratitude for these passionate peo-
ple, and invite you to come play. 

With 556 volunteer hours, our 
largest volunteer effort last year 
came from youth education work-
shops held at Deep Dirt Farm Insti-
tute (DDFI). DDFI hosted over 100 
students from around the world, 
most of them hosted by Patagonia’s 

own Windsong Peace & Leader-
ship Academy. At DDFI, stu-
dents are inspired and empow-
ered to look at the landscape 
differently and then pick up a 
shovel to make a difference. 

Speaking of hands-on activi-
ties, volunteers planted over 
1,000 plants in 2014. The seeds 
from the plants were collected 
within our watershed and 
grown at the BR nursery.  The 
collection teams gathered 449 
accessions (plants newly found 
within their group)—double last 
year’s. The weekly greenhouse 
team grew 10,000 native plants 
for use in restoration projects 
and pollinator gardens! 

 There is a special pollinator 
garden being installed right 
now at Patagonia Union High 
School. Student volunteers, fa-
cilitated by Caleb Weaver and 
PUHS staff, are designing and 
constructing a living laboratory 

that is being used for science 
projects. 

Kids aren’t the only ones 
having fun with science. Last 
year, 34 people dove deep into 
the evolutionary ecology of 
seeds at the BR seed lab. During 
lab days, volunteers learned 
how to identify and clean 
seeds. At weekly events, 324 
seed traps were analyzed for a 
science project, and 188 acces-
sions of seeds were cleaned. 

There was some deep diving 
into flowers, too. Teams col-
lected background information 
on the flowering landscape by 
looking at the phenology or 
timing of flowers and seed set 
at four restoration sites. This 
information tells us there are 
gaps in nectar availability for 
pollinators. Restoration plant-
ings target these gaps, and data 
taken is helping us to discover 
better methods for these plant-

ings, and for supporting our polli-
nator friends. 

Last year we had a lot of fun 
learning from experts within our 
community. Some topics explored 
were compost techniques, plant/
pollinator relationships, identifica-
tion of grassland insects and native 
grasses, permaculture design, 
herbal medicine, and who can for-
get the creepy and arguably most 
fun—edible insect potluck! 

We will be implementing resto-
ration techniques and hosting sci-
ence experiments on the 1,245-acre 
wildlife corridor recently pur-
chased by BR partners, family, and 
friends. There will be continued 
opportunities to be involved in this 
and other projects. For informa-
tion, go to borderlandsrestoration. 
org or facebook.  

Molly McCormick is the Restora-
tion Project Manager/Outreach Spe-
cialist for Borderlands Restoration. 

BR Volunteer Accomplishments 

By Molly McCormick 
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Antswer to Our Wild NeighborsOur Wild NeighborsOur Wild NeighborsOur Wild Neighbors Quiz:  Ants!Ants!Ants!Ants! 
    

Ants are one of the most prolific kinds of insects, numbering in the hun-
dreds of billions just on the North American continent alone.  World wide 
there are probably  321,035,624,829,901,000 ants! 
It has long been known that ants, especially the larger species that build 
sizable mounds by piling small rocks excavated from their underground 
tunnels, create lightning. The friction caused by the movement of so many 
ant bodies rushing around creates static electricity within and on the sur-
face of the Earth. This positive static charge is stored until the opposite, 
negative charge builds up in tall, bulbous clouds called antocumulus, or 
thunderanteggs. When conditions are right, the positive charge and nega-
tive charge interact in a very dramatic way to create lightning! This is why 
you often see lightning shooting upward from the Earth’s surface as well as 
zigging and zagging from clouds to the Earth. 
It is also well known that ants have their own language with which they 
communicate.  On full moon nights if you sit very quietly near an ant hill 
you might be lucky enough to hear them singing. While ant arias are quite 
rare, antshop quartets are fairly common and often comical.  Enjoy! 



What do a malfunctioning computer, an old paint 
can, and a leftover bottle of prescription medication 
have in common? They are all items that should be 
disposed of carefully. Why? Because if these items are 
not disposed of properly they contaminate the water 
and the soil and ultimately poison the food and water 
we consume, resulting in disease and illness. 

Americans generate 1.6 million tons of household 
hazardous waste per year. The average home can ac-
cumulate as much as 100 pounds in the basement, 
garage, and storage closets. Dumping these items on 
the ground or down the sink or sending them off to 
the landfill is typically illegal. Recycling and proper 
waste disposal give us a way to combat this threat to 
our health and to our natural resources. 

According to the Environmental Protection Agency, 
recycling one million laptops saves energy equivalent 
to the electricity used by more than 3,500 US homes 
in a year. For every 1 million cell phones recycled, 
35,000 pounds of copper, 772 pounds of silver, 75 
pounds of gold, and 33 pounds of palladium can be 
recovered. 

Flushing old medications down the toilet is known 
to disrupt biological systems when the toxic mix of 
drugs enters our water systems. Safe disposal of un-
used prescription drugs and over-the-counter medica-
tions is regulated by the US Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration. While the law was recently revised to 
allow certain pharmacies to participate, there are no 
facilities in Santa Cruz County or Pima County that 
offer this service. The closest place to drop off un-
used prescription drugs and other legal medications 
is at the Nogales Police Department. There is a a 
locked container inside the lobby accessible 24 hours, 
seven days per week. 

For the protection of our children and our environ-
ment, please dispose of hazardous waste items mind-
fully. 

Mindful Waste  
Disposal 

By Carolyn Shafer 

RECYCLING OPPORTUNITIES DURING EARTHFEST 

In February, PRT included an article about the plan to 
renovate Doc Mock Park. Here’s the latest...  

 In the next few months there will be soil testing and a 
site analysis taking place. A Roles and Responsibilities 
Meeting  took place on February 18 between the Patago-
nia Youth Center, the Tree & Park Committee, The Nature 
Conservancy and Borderlands Restoration. 

The Town Of Patagonia will be submitting quarterly 
reports, communicating with Arizona Forestry, purchas-
ing needed supplies for the project, and extending the 
waterline to Doc Mock Park. 

Borderlands Restoration will be conducting meetings, 
going over existing site plans, site analysis, coming up 
with some water infiltration designs, and keeping track of 
volunteer hours. 

Patagonia Youth Enrichment Center with the help from 
Landscape Architect student Mary McKay, will test physi-
cal attributes of the soil with the youth and manage 
youth/adult volunteer hours. The involvement of stu-
dents through the Patagonia Youth Center will help meet 
the volunteer hours needed to fulfill the grant require-
ments. 

The Nature Conservancy will coordinate invasive spe-
cies removal and the Patagonia Tree & Park Committee 
will provide a park and tree management guide. Plans for 
the park have quickly progressed and we are looking for-
ward to the park being ready for the public soon. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 18 is an 
opportunity to dispose of some of 
these items during the sixth Annual 
EARTHfest Patagonia event. 
 
ELECTRONICS: Bring your old com-
puter CPUs, computer flatscreen 
monitors, printers, scanners, cell 
phones, etc. to Cady Hall between 
10 a.m. and 3 p.m.. Ed Schaefer and 
Terry Plympton of Better Bytes will 
once again be collecting these items 

and taking them to recycling facili-
ties in Tucson. 
 
HAZARDOUS ITEMS: Bring your 
household hazardous waste items, 
such as old paint, antifreeze, oil, 
lightbulbs, batteries, and pesticides, 
to the Town Park area across from 
the public rest rooms on 4th Avenue 
between 8 a.m. and noon. The Pata-
gonia Regional Business Coalition is 
coordinating the collection of these 
items. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 25: The 
Patagonia Regional Business Coali-
tion will coordinate its second 
pickup of nonhazardous trash and 
debris. If you are interested in vol-
unteering to help with this event 
(people, trucks, trailers welcome), 
contact Charlie at the Patagonia Gas 
Station (394-2363). 
Seven Days a Week: Bring your left-
over prescription drugs and unused 
over-the-counter medications to the 
Nogales Police Department at 777 N 
Grand Avenue. 

Update on  
Doc Mock Park 

By Elizabeth McKay, PUHS 



In May, Gregory Isaac Zapata 

will be leaving high school and 

entering the real world. He is 

more than excited. He hopes to be 

part of Pima Community College’s 

football team, but he will miss the 

memories and people that have 

influenced him to become a better 

person at PUHS.  

He wants to thank his teachers 

for giving him the opportunity to 

learn at his pace and, a special 

thank you to his favorite teacher, 

Journee Hayes, for being awesome 

Contributed by  

Patagonia High School 

Journalism Class 

Greg Zapata  
By Sabrina Mendoza 

Lobos News continues its  

tribute to our graduating  

class with six more profiles... 

There was once a little boy 

named Dominick Paz, who dreamt of 

being an astronaut and exploring 

space. Now, 18-years-old, that little 

boy has grown into a man, just 

months away from leaving high 

school and becoming independent. 

In college, he hopes to study crimi-

nal justice and investigate related 

jobs, but will keep an open mind and 

look at different options before de-

ciding on a career. 

Baseball has proven to be his fa-

vorite sport in high school. “I love it 

because it’s not a game simply of 

Dominick Paz  
By Exelee Budd 

and understanding. He really ap-

preciates the extra time that Mr. 

Rhoades, and Mr. Hayes have 

given him when he needed it. An-

other person that he would like to 

recognize is Mrs. Blake, for giving 

him second chances throughout 

his high school career. Most of all 

he is going to miss his friends 

Danny Miranda, and Javi Mingura. 

He knows he will be missing the 

smaller environment that Patago-

nia had to offer him. “It’s pretty 

intimidating coming from a school 

of 80 kids, and attending a college 

that has thousands. The fact that I 

might not see some of my class 

mates again makes me sad, but I 

know Patagonia has prepared me 

well in the learning and social as-

pect,” says Greg.  

As for memories, he will never 

forget Mr. Hayes’s seventh period 

class, and his time playing football. 

Overall, he can’t thank everyone 

enough for the crazy, fun, and 

emotional ride of the past four 

years. He hopes to succeed in life 

and is ready to take on whatever 

God has coming for him in the fu-

ture.   Gregory is ready to say good 

bye and make new memories.   

skill, but more a game focused on 

thinking and fundamentals,” Paz 

says. Dominick doesn't have plans to 

pursue baseball in the future, “but if 

the option presented itself, I would 

probably accept.” 

Dominick confirms he will most 

definitely miss high school and the 

hardestpart of leaving will be being 

separated from his close friends, but 

he will carry his amazing memories 

along with him to college. The best 

memory he has of his class is when 

they all took a trip to the Grand Can-

yon. Highschool has been a chal-

lenge for him, but he says it was 

worth it because twelfth grade has 

been the most entertaining and fun 

year in high school. A natural thing 

in high school is to change in to your 

own person and have your personal-

ity fully develop. “I definitely noticed 

people changing,” he said. 

His wise advice to the upcoming 

ninth and tenth graders is “study as 

hard as you can, because in the end 

it will all pay off.” Hopefully the sen-

ior class can leave their wise words 

and good examples behind as a 

springboard for the underclassmen. 

Will he be emotional on graduation 

day? “I’m not sure,” Dominick says, 

“but if so, I don’t think I’ll be the 

only one.” 



Just a few months away from a 

life changing date, our well-known 

senior, Mariah “Marii” Acevedo is 

not as scared as expected. Mariah is 

more excited than anything. She is 

counting down the days until 

graduation. After that she will be 

Ever since his freshman year, 

Cesar Diaz has seemed to be the 

person who was quiet, but when 

you get to know him his loud and 

unique personality becomes obvi-

ous pretty quickly. He is an outgo-

ing, genuine and creative person. 

Cesar Diaz  
By Juliana Quiroga 

Mariah Acevedo  
By Alexis Montanez 

attending school to become an aes-

thetician. For Mariah the only part 

of high school that she will miss is 

the sports. Mariah played volleyball 

all four years. One year she played 

softball. Aside from sports, Mariah 

has many other happy memories. 

Her all-time favorite would be in her 

junior year, winning homecoming 

royalty. Mariah was also an atten-

dant for homecoming her senior 

year. Mariah’s favorite year was her 

junior year, only a year away from 

being done and living life. Some fel-

low classmates will be missing her 

presence.  

We will remember Mariah for her 

distinctive laugh. As for Mariah, she 

will miss Mrs. Hayes. “She’s awe-

some, a great teacher and always 

there when we need her,” said 

Mariah. From one student to an-

other, farewell, succeed in every-

thing you push yourself to. Good 

luck Marii! 

Within his high school career he 

has some fond memories, but now 

it’s time to move on. 

Going to the Grand Canyon was 

one of his cherished memories 

during his ninth grade year. As an 

adult he has to make big decisions, 

but like all graduating seniors it 

will be hard for Cesar to move on. 

Hanging out with his friends and 

making great memories is one 

thing he will miss. With many ac-

complishments, his favorite is win-

ning the state award for art. 

He is one to just go with the 

flow, but when it comes to his fu-

ture he is very serious . After 

graduation Cesar would love the 

chance to attend the Academy of 

Art Institute. To pursue a career in 

animation is his top priority. Other 

graduating seniors said that his 

humor and style will be missed 

and he will dearly miss his English 

teacher, Mrs. Hayes. PUHS wishes 

him luck in his future and career 

choices. 

Hard working, fun loving, and 

athletic are just some of the unique 

qualities that make Savannah Fos-

ter who she is. During an interview 

with Savannah, I got to know the 

real her. She told us that although 

It’s the time to say our goodbyes to 

the class of 2015. Illiana Castro is 

excited to be moving on to the next 

chapter in her life. She will be at-

tending Northern Arizona Univer-

sity to study forestry.  Even though 

“Illi” is ready to pack her bags, she 

Savannah Foster  
By Coy Newman 

she plays varsity volleyball, basket-

ball, and softball, her favorite 

sport is actually soccer. Her favor-

ite memory from high school 

would have to be going to the 

state basketball championship 

with her basketball team and the 

thing she will miss the most about 

her high school career will be all of 

her teachers and most of all, her 

amazing friends. 

In Savannah’s early childhood 

she always dreamed of being a 

princess or a nurse, now she is 

pursuing the dream of being a 

nurse by attending Northern Ari-

zona University for her nursing 

degree. Performing arts, her other 

passion, will be her minor degree. 

When asked why she is so passion-

ate about performing arts, she 

said, “Because I can truly express 

myself ." Savannah’s favorite 

quote from high school is “A dia-

mond is a piece of charcoal that 

handled stress incredibly well.” 

 

is definitely going to miss PUHS. She 

will never forget the time she went 

to state for tennis and played dou-

bles with Lily Wharton.  “Overall, my 

best memory would have to be Ce-

sar (her friend), only because I can’t 

count how many times he’s made 

me sincerely laugh,” explains Illi.   

She will miss her teachers, espe-

cially Mr. Melanson, who helped her 

with math. She feels he teaches the 

subject in a way that she can actu-

ally comprehend. And, he's the best 

chess coach she could ever ask for. 

Iliana jokingly adds, “I like to recog-

nize Mrs. Hayes for learning me Eng-

lish good.”  And she would like to 

thank Mr. Schreiber for teaching her 

how to play the one instrument she 

has always dreamed of playing, the 

guitar. She thanks everyone who has 

made an impact in her life at Patago-

nia Union High School. She is ready 

to start her new journey, and meet 

new people.  

 

Illiana Castro  
By Sabrina Mendoza 



On March 5 and 7, Augusta Lucas, 
the director and teacher of the Pata-
gonia Union High School Drama Club, 
brought the community of Patagonia 
two plays directed by her and per-
formed by her class. The first per-
formance was a dress rehearsal, the 
second a final show for the commu-
nity. Dorothy Parker's one act play, 
"The Waltz," has a cast of eleven and 
tells the story of four women who 
share interior monologues as they 
dance. "Our Town" by Thornton 
Wilder, with a cast of nineteen, 
shows the importance of valuing the 
little things in life. 

 Two days prior to the dress re-
hearsal that was to be performed in 
front of a majority of the classes at 
Patagonia, Augusta Lucas expressed 
concerns about the production's pro-
gress. She said that sports and stu-
dent illness had cut into rehearsal 
time. She added that the lead roles of 
the plays were doing a good job get-
ting into character, but some of the 
younger students weren't taking it 
seriously and were missing their 
cues. Lucas said she wished they 
were a little more nervous. 
"Nervousness is an advantage be-
cause adrenaline promotes better 

Our Town  
Cast Rallies  

Despite Misgivings 

By Hector Lopez, PUHS 

Carolyn Ferrell, a 
longtime resident 
of Sonoita, passed 
away on March 9 
after a long illness. 
Born in Iowa, Caro-
lyn was a gifted 
artist, sculptor, 
and musician. She 
attended the East-
man School of Mu-
sic and then 
moved to Tucson 
with her husband, 
John Ferrell, con-
certmaster of the 
Tucson symphony 
and Professor of Violin at the 
University of Arizona. Carolyn 
taught music in the Tucson 
Public Schools, developed a 
thriving private violin studio, 
and played with the Symphony. 
In addition to their musical ac-
tivities, the Ferrells and trained 
and showed performance 
horses and moved to Sonoita 
after John retired. Here, they 
continued to breed and show 
horses, while Carolyn taught 
violin at the Montessori School, 
and both Ferrells held lessons 
in their home, accompanied by 

uninvited commentary 
from Carolyn’s beloved 
African grey parrot, Tyler. 
Carolyn is survived by her 
husband, John, and a sis-
ter, Barbara. Pastor Chuck 
Carlson conducted a me-
morial service for Carolyn 
at the Sonoita Hills Com-
munity Church on March 
17. Donations in Carolyn’s 
memory may be made to 
the Oasis Bird Sanctuary, 
5411 N Teran Rd Benson 
AZ 85602-8322 

Carolyn Helen (March) Ferrell 
 

July 6, 1952 – March 9, 2015 

 From left: Ariana Phillips, Issac Vazquez, and Lily Wharton in “Our Town” 

acting." 
 Lily Wharton, who played the 

part of Emily Webb in "Our Town," 
also expressed some concern about 
the play, but said her fellow cast 
members were reliable and hard 
working.  

 The day of the dress rehearsal, 
the nervousness was evident. Back-
stage, after her performance in 
"The Waltz," Savannah Foster said 
she thought that the production 
went well, but also thought it 
would be better when they did the 
actual performance in two days. 
However, Augusta Lucas didn't 
share this positive outlook. She 
said that the dress rehearsal was 
"terrible and embarrassing” with 
technical glitches and missed cues. 
Thankfully, after the big Saturday 
night performance, Lucas noted a 
huge improvement, especially in 
"The Waltz." She added that Lily 
and Danny Schrimpf saved the pro-
duction of "Our Town." 

The next production Augusta 
and her class are set to perform for 
Patagonia is the classic musical, 
"Grease." The main cast has just 
been selected. We hope that this 
play brings even better enjoyment 
and laughs for all of those who see 

Photo by Hector Lopez 

From left: Danny Schrimpt, Lily Wharton, and John 
Swift in a scene from “The Waltz” 

Photo by Hector Lopez 



8 ACRES FOR SALE IN  

SONOITA CREEK PRESERVE 

The Sonoita Creek Preserve is a 

world class bird viewing area. Now 

you can buy 8 acres of FEE SIM-

PLE land in the heart of the Pre-

serve. Surrounded by State land 

and The Nature Conservancy-

protected wildlands, this 8 acre site 

is fully fenced and has a well, drive-

way, building pad, and power—

READY TO BUILD and a truly unique 

opportunity! Brokers welcome. Call 

907.299.1514 or email  angienewby 

1 @gmail.com. 

  

SONOITA HOME FOR RENT - 2 BD/ 

2BTH. All appliances, W & D, front & 

back yards. Walk to Sonoita cross-

roads. $900/mo. 520-400-2949. 

HOUSING RENTALSHOUSING RENTALSHOUSING RENTALSHOUSING RENTALS    

STORAGE - need more space for your 

antiques, car, family treasures? 

Monthly rental - 5x10,10x10, 10x20;  

call Ginny at 520-455-9333 or 455-

4641.  SONOITA SELF STORAGE    

MISC.MISC.MISC.MISC.    

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED    

Are you a certified caregiver or CNA? 

Patagonia Assisted Care is now ac-

cepting applications for employment. 

Please call 520-604-8179. 

SUNNY PRIVATE 1 BD/ 1 BTH VAC. 

RENTAL in town. Kitchenette, priv.  

entrance. Claire: 520.904.0877  

or CasitaEncanta.com  

KINO BAY Mexico Budget Vacation 

Home, by the sea, for rent or sale  

(520) 265-3055 

8 ACRES FOR SALE; fully fenced, 

well, driveway, building pad & 

power. Red Mtn. views & conser-

vation neighbors. Ready to build. 

907.299.1514 

ROOMS FOR RENT at a 4 bd. ranch 

home on 52 acres. $300 ea. 6 m. east 

of Patagonia on Harshaw Creek Rd. 

Call Fritz at 480 215 1907. 

Patagonia Community/ 
United Methodist Church 
387 McKeown Ave., Patagonia 
394-2274 
Sunday Service: 10 a.m. 
 
St. Andrews Episcopal Church 
Casa Blanca Chapel of Sonoita 
Justice of the Peace Courtroom 
2nd & 4th Saturdays; 10 a.m. 
 
Sonoita Hills  
Community Church 
52 Elgin Rd., Sonoita 
455-5172  
Sunday Service: 10 a.m. 

St. Therese of Lisieux  
Catholic Church 
222 Third Ave., Patagonia 
394-2954 
Sunday Mass: 10:30 a.m. 
 
Sonoita Bible Church 
3174 N. Highway 83, Sonoita 
455-5779 
Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m. 
 
Our Lady of the Angels  
Catholic Church 
12 Los Encinos Rd., Sonoita 
394-2954;  
Sunday Mass: 8 a.m. 

CHURCH SERVICES 

WANTED: Someone to help us figure 

out how to get our tiered fountain/

pump running, for a fee. In town. Call 

Ken or Claire: (520) 904-0877. 

ANIMAL CARE – daily, wkly, over-

nights; livestock , dogs , cats, 

goats . Home security checks . 

Local references. 520-780-8412 

SMALL COTTAGE - 2 BR, only steps 

from the Library. Fenced yard, sm.  

separate office. $800 mo. + utilities 

Avail May 15th.  (520) 303-1475 

Patagonia Garden - Fed. funded Senior 

apt. complex;  285 Pennsylvania Ave. 

For info., or an applic. call (520) 394-

2229, or go to the Town Clerk’s office. 

MICRO GREENS AND FRESH 

HERBS Delivered to your door. 

(520) 265-3055 

Patagonia residential available now, 

two bdrm, two bath. luscious yard. 

Genevieve (520) 795-2600 




